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How Latinos Support 
the Chicago Metro Economy

Past

Present

Future



Past:
How Did Latinos Support 

the Chicago Metro Economy?



North America, 1800



The National Old Trail West, 1839



The National Old Trail West, 1839

“THIS, THE FIRST MILITARY ROAD
IN AMERICA,

BEGINNING AT ROCK CREEK AND
…LEADING OUR PIONEERS
ACROSS THIS CONTINENT

TO THE PACIFIC”



The American Narrative:

West into the Wilderness

John Gast, 1872



New Spain’s 

Caminos Reales



New Spain Connected 
to Global Economy



Hospitals of New Spain

In Future US Territory



Medical Schools of 

New Spain



New Spain, 1521-1821 
World’s No. 1 Economy

• Global

• Multiracial

• Multicultural

• Multilingual



Spanish Illinois, 1763-1803 



Illinois into New Spain’s Economy
1763-1803

Spanish Mines
Lead

New Madrid
Flax, Hemp, Wheat, Flour

New Madrid
Hospital



Plan for Hospital in Natchez, 1790



Spanish Forts, 1763-1804





Spanish Language Newspaper, St. Louis 1886



Mexicans in Chicago, 1917



Fleeing Mexican 
Revolution, 1915

The Day Book, Chicago IL
August 14, 1915

“We know how to
work--- We don’t
ask for charity.”



Bakery, The City of Mexico 

Chicago, IL 1927



Latinos Plan to  Build Own Church,
1940

Chicago Daily Tribune
Dec. 8, 1940 p. SW1



Bacilio and Paula Valencia, Military Family,

South Deering, 1942

Courtesy: Southeast 
Historical Society



Charrería in Chicago, 1969



Taco Shop, Chicago IL 1970



Spanish-Language Newspapers, 
Chicago, IL 1913-2021



Puerto Rican Parade, 

Chicago, IL ca. 1975



New Chamber of Commerce 
Started in Pilsen, 2022



Latino Population Change, CHI Metro
1980-2018

• 585,500 in 1980

Bank of America
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Latino Population Change, CHI Metro
1980-2018

• 585,500 in 1980

• 2,125,765 in 2018

• 263% growth 1980-2018 

Bank of America



Mexican
78%

Puerto Rican
10%

Guatemalan
2%

Ecuadorian
1% Other

9%

Latino National Origin, CHI Metro 2018

Bank of America
Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018)



New Spain Connected 
to Global Economy



Novo-Hispanos created
#1 Economy in the World

1513-1821



Latino Shared Experience 
Today
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Latino Labor Force Participation,
CHI Metro 2018
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Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018: EMP+UNEMP+MIL/POPge16)



Self-Sufficiency in Employment,
CHI Metro 2018

• Private sector employment—Latinos are 

higher percentage

• Public sector—Latinos are lower percentage 

Bank of America



Shared Latino Experience in CHI Metro

• High labor force participation

• High private sector employment
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Latino Population Change,
CHI Metro 2010-2018
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Latino Population Change,
CHI Metro 2010-2018



Younger Latinos, Older Non-Hispanic Whites, 
CHI Metro 2018 

• Elderly - majority are non-Hispanic White

• Youth – Latinos are an increasing proportion

Bank of America
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Educational Increase, Latino Millennials over 
Latino Parental Generation, CHI Metro 2018 

• Higher percent are high school graduates

• Higher percent attending college 

Bank of America
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Healthy Profile, United States, 2019

• Top 5 causes of death

1. Heart Disease
2. Cancer
3. Unintentional Injuries
4. Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease
5. Stroke

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2021 State Latino GDP Report
Source: NCHS Data Brief, no 395. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 2020. Bank of America



Healthy Profile, Illinois 2018

• Lower mortality rates
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Healthy Profile, Illinois 2018

• Lower mortality rates

• Lower percentage of low birth-weight babies 
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Healthy Profile, Illinois 2018

• Lower mortality rates

• Lower percentage of low birth -weight babies 

• Longer life expectancy
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2021 How do Latinos Support the Illinois 
Economy?

• Population growth

• Youth into labor force

• Rising high school graduates

• Rising college attendees

• Private sector employment

• Healthy profile

• Long life expectancy



The Future

• Largely immigrant parents created world’s 8
th

largest economy.





Three Generations: Latino Population by Age 
Group, CHI Metro 2018

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of the Current Population Survey (CPS), March Supplement (2018) Bank of America



The Future

• Largely immigrant parents create world’s 8
th

largest economy.



The Future

• Largely immigrant parents create world’s 8
th

largest economy.

• What kind of economy will their highly 

educated, US citizen, bilingual children create?



The End



The End


