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Cover Photograph by  
Grace Stufkosky ’01, M.S. ’06
Stufkosky is “a commercial and 
editorial photographer who extensively 
photographs wineries and vineyards 
in Arizona (yes, wine in Arizona).” She 
was at Page Springs Cellars in Cornville, 
Arizona, last year when these grenache 
grapes were picked. More photos by 
Stufkosky, of the entire winemaking 
process from the harvest to the first sip, 
are on Pages 20–23.
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CLUMAGAZINE
In spite of his background working on 
NASA’s space shuttle, Les Fritzemeier, 
MBA ’01, is not, as he puts it, “the techni-
cal guy” for any of his startup businesses. 
When he spoke with us in April from his 
home near Boston, he was an employee or 
a co-founder in five new companies, only 
one of which had any sort of public profile. 
 Fritzemeier used to be the techni-
cal guy all day long, before he turned 
entrepreneur. Upon earning his engi-
neering and materials science doctorate 
from Columbia University in 1984, he 
went straight to Rockwell International 
in Canoga Park, California, where he 
considered the pros and cons of various 
advanced metals and composites for use in 
the shuttle’s turbine engines.
 Whenever he wanted to do something 
innovative on the shuttle, he discovered, 
he needed skills beyond an engineer’s. He 
had to understand how to create and staff 
a project, and, crucially, how to sell the 
whole thing to management. 
 That work led him to question how 
companies make decisions, so Fritze-
meier, whose bachelor’s degree came from 
another Lutheran university in South Da-
kota, eventually enrolled in Cal Lutheran’s 
MBA program to find out. 
 “I’m not sure I ever really got that 
answer, to be honest – every company is so 
different,” he said. “But it’s been tremen-
dous.” He completed his studies by corre-
spondence after a move to the East Coast, 
taking three of his MBA courses mostly 
over the telephone. 
 When Fritzemeier later assisted with the 
launches of four or five enterprises using 
micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS) 
that were born in university laboratories, 
he became an expert in raising funds and 
building teams. “That’s really where I got 
the bug to start my own company,” he said.

 Now, owing to speedy growth in the 
renewable energy sector and his own 
strengths, Fritzemeier is placing his bets 
on companies that are pushing advances in 
solar and wind power. Collaborating with 
different technical people in each case, he 
runs the business side of efforts to 1) re-
vamp the manufacture of solar modules to 
bring down costs, 2) build a new kind of 

wind turbine for locations near cities and 
3) harvest the sun’s energy more efficiently 
using polarizing film instead of silicon. 
 For the wind project, he also supplied 
some know-how and his garage, where the 
company built its first prototype. He will 
need help from mechanical engineers to 
make a turbine prototype worthy of test-
ing in a wind tunnel. 
 So while he’s not the technical guy, as 
an entrepreneur, Fritzemeier remains at-
tracted to startups that are defined by their 
approaches to technical challenges. By far, 
the most speculative project he’s involved 
with is the attempt to replace silicon, a 
semiconductor, with cheap, lightweight 
plastic film that has a theoretical potential 
to harness far more of the solar energy hit-
ting rooftops. 
 As he balances risk and reward, Fritze-
meier is prepared for surprises along the way. 
 Entrepreneurship “is never a straight 
line,” he said. “You’ll start out to do 
something that may work. It may be 
interesting. But you may have to change 
directions three, four, five times before 
you get where you want to be.”

For ‘startup guy,’ multiple 
bets on green energy

It took a lot longer 
for computer 
technology to 

become as pervasive 
as solar’s already 

becoming. So 
renewables are 

happening. They’re 
happening very fast.
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A SCULPTOR RETURNS 
TO IMMORTALIZE, IN 
BRONZE, THE FARMER 
WHO PLANTED CAL 
LUTHERAN. 

Paul Lucchesi is aiming for a six-
foot Richard Pederson, a scale that 
he estimates is “a little larger than life.” 
There’s some guesswork at each stage 
of producing a bronze sculpture from a 
fired-clay original. The finished tribute to 
Cal Lutheran’s first, most consequential 
benefactor will stand outside Soiland 
Humanities Center by the end of the year, 
smiling in the direction of Kingsmen Park 
with his hands on an ordinary shovel.
 Late in April we met Lucchesi – an 
unhurried New Yorker who has resettled 
to West Virginia’s mountains – at the 
Masters in Metal custom foundry in 
Oxnard, during his second visit to Cal 
Lutheran. He was at the facility to finish 
the project he’d begun in 2009, when he 
was artist in residence. 
 During that stay, he cracked open a 
newly published, 50th-anniversary history 
of CLU by former religion and Greek 
professor Ernst Tonsing, and he came 
away impressed by Pederson’s act of 
charity – the deeding of his land in 1957 to 
California Lutheran College. 
 Lucchesi’s clay sculpture of Pederson 
was displayed in the Kwan Fong Gallery of 
Art and Culture and then put in storage. 
Converting it to bronze for permanent 
outdoor display requires more funds, 
which will come from sources including 
CLU’s Community Leaders Association, 
the Artists and Speakers Committee, 
the President’s Office, Academic Affairs, 
the Office of Admissions, the CLU 
Convocation, Bishop Guy Erwin of the 
Southwest California Synod, and the 
Scandinavian American Cultural and 
Historical Foundation.

Out of clay
Hollow gates direct a slurry of hot metal – at about 
2,250 degrees Farenheit – into ceramic shells, so that 

bronze can fill up the space where wax had been. 
The pottery will be chipped off to reveal pieces of the 

statue to be fitted and welded together.

Heating the same sculpting tools that he uses cold 
when working clay, Lucchesi endeavors to “bring some life 
back” to the wax, “accentuating some of the darker lines.”

The clay hands Lucchesi made five years ago got lost 
somewhere along the line, so he had to redo them at home 
in West Virginia, guessing at the proportions. He made them 

large on purpose, and rough – hands used to hard work.

Darker wax indicates where the 
sculptor has been at work. 

Two photographs of Pederson 
have guided the sculptor’s work.

Lucchesi works to convey in 
Pederson “that sense of being 

one with the earth,” of a visionary 
farmer looking with satisfaction on 

the Cal Lutheran of today. 

The bronze sculpture will get its form from 
the wax. Workers produce hollow ceramic 
shells by “burning out” or melting the wax 
from inside. Materials such as plant matter 
also work. Lucchesi discussed placing stalks of 
bronze “wheat” in Pederson’s back pocket.
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a global society who are strong in 
character and judgment, confident 
in their identity and vocation, and 
committed to service and justice.
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‘This world doesn’t owe us anything’

AUGUST 2014    7

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

News Briefs
Fulbrights to Japan, Nepal 
Diane Rodriguez-Kiino, a faculty 
member in the Graduate School 
of Education, will teach at the 
University of Tokyo and Tsuda 
College from October through July 
on a Fulbright Scholar grant. For 
eight months starting this July, Lisa 
Rowan ’14 is on a Student Fulbright 
in Nepal teaching English – work 
she also did in Thailand and Peru.

President’s 
Award for 
Teaching 
Excellence
A committee 
of past 
honorees 
selected 
English 
professor Joan 

Wines for the annual award, which 
was created in 1995. Wines has 
pioneered the use of technology in 
the classroom. She will deliver the 
keynote speech in September to 
welcome new students at Opening 
Academic Convocation.

Psychology dean
Rick Holigrocki starts Aug. 1 as the 
first dean of the Graduate School 
of Psychology. At the University of 
Indianapolis, the clinical psychologist 
served for four years as dean of 
psychological sciences and eight 
years as director of clinical training.

Retirements
After serving students for 38 
years, 17 of them at Cal Lutheran, 
Bill Rosser is stepping down as 
Vice President of Student Affairs 
and Dean of Students. Faculty 
retirements this year include long-
serving professors Bill Bersley in 
philosophy, Myungsook Klassen 
in computer science, Janie Rider 
in exercise science and Diana 
Stephens of the Graduate School 
of Education.

Seminarians in Berkeley earn Cal Lu degreesAt sendoff for largest-ever graduating class, alumni stress self-reliance.

About 800 graduates took their Cal Lutheran bachelor’s 
degrees this May, the largest class ever. Counting all those 
receiving master’s and doctoral degrees in education, management, 
psychology and – this year for the first time – theology, the number 
of new alumni is greater than 1,400.
 2014’s Commencement took place not only on May 16 and 
17 at William Rolland Stadium in Thousand Oaks but also the 
night before at a hotel in McMinnville, Oregon, and a week later at 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley.
 In Oregon, it was about midnight on the morning of 
undergraduate commencement when five seniors on the baseball 
team processed through a tunnel formed by their teammates 
and collected their degrees, following a 12-inning postseason 
heartbreaker of a game.
 At the two large ceremonies in Thousand Oaks, Primo 
Custodio ’99, MBA ’07,  told of being orphaned at age 6 and 
growing up in a series of foster families. Later, after two years 
in junior college, he discovered the bottom rung of a corporate 
ladder in Yosemite National Park, where he had a job washing 
buses. MCA/Universal Studios owned the concession at that time, 
and Custodio began a career in human resources. 
 He also resumed his education through Cal Lutheran’s 
Bachelor’s Degree for Professionals and MBA program 
in management and organizational behavior. Today, he is 
NBCUniversal’s vice president of human resources for studio 
operations.
 “If I could survive my childhood, certainly I could survive 16 
years of night school while trying to raise a family and build a career 
in human resources,” he told the graduates. Custodio said that 
his experience adapting to eight different foster families proved 
extremely useful as he got himself and his company through six 
significant mergers. 
 This year’s graduates had their own inspiring tales to share. 
Undergraduate speaker Ryan Glatt ’14 set his goal of becoming a 

physical therapist after seeing the work improve his late mother’s 
quality of life. Holly Roepke ’14, the speaker representing 
Bachelor’s Degree for Professionals students, began attending CLU 
as a traditional undergraduate in 1995 and returned to finish while 
raising her 9-year-old son.
 Juan Manuel Santos ’98, M.Ed. ’03, Ed.D. ’14, had never set 
foot on a campus until an anonymous benefactor paid for the 
basketball camp that introduced him to Cal Lutheran. He earned 
his history degree while playing sports, working in his family’s 
business and selling ice cream at rodeos and dances. After serving 
as a teacher and administrator in Conejo Valley schools, he finished 
his education this year with a doctorate in educational leadership. 
 Speaking for Santos’ cohort was Jason Peplinski, Ed.D. ’14, who 
serves as director of educational services for Simi Valley’s schools 
and is a Cal Lutheran regent. He summed up a theme that could 
be heard in many of the stories:
 This world doesn’t owe us anything. It doesn’t even owe us a living. 
In fact, we owe it something. We owe it our time, our ingenuity and our 
talent. We are important and we are needed. It is time to develop a 
backbone – not a wishbone.

This magazine is not the first to say it, but here you have it, 2014 graduates of Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary of California Lutheran University, as loudly as we know how: 
Congratulations and welcome to the alumni family! 
 In the chapel on its campus in Berkeley, where it has been located since 1952, the seminary 
awarded master’s degrees, certificates and other recognition for the first time as a graduate school 
of Cal Lutheran. Twenty-four of this year’s graduating seminarians earned Master of Divinity degrees, 
the credential often taken on the path toward ordained ministry. Two students earned Master of 
Theological Studies degrees, and another took a Master of Arts. 
 For Ricardo Riqueza, MTS ’14, who is from Campinas, Brazil, a major city inland from São Paulo, 
the master’s program was an opportunity to study pedagogy while “learning about God.” He wants 
to teach, whether about Lutheran theology or math or the transcendental visions of Emerson and 
Thoreau. He likes working with college-age adults and may pursue a Ph.D. 
 “It was very clear that [my professors] wanted me to succeed,” Riqueza said, adding that he 
found strong support in a writing course. “It’s a small community.” 

Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary awarded 24 Master of Divinity and two Master of 
Theological Studies degrees as well as one Master of Arts and eight Theological Education 
for Emerging Ministries (TEEM) certificates at ceremonies in May. Pictured left to right 
are Ricardo Riqueza, Nathaniel Allen, Jacob Mayen, Kirsten Moore ’97, Tyler Crabe, Cary 
Bass-Deschenes, James Fruehling, Maria Anderson, Guta Yadeta, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, 
Emily Olsen, Gretchen Rode, Anthony Rhodes, Sara Gross-Samuelson, Brock Klobe, 
Dorothy Cottingham, Tomas Bayou, Amanda Nelson, Casey Kloehn ’10, Rachel Eskesen 
’04, Jeniffer Tillman, Paul Kacynski, Israel Jurich and Rebecca Swee. Riqueza and Yadeta 
earned MTS degrees, Kacynski has an M.A. and Mayen is a TEEM certificate recipient. 
M.Div. graduates not pictured are Tod Benson, Anja Helmon, Carol Schneider and Emily 
Trubey-Weller.

Primo Custodio ’99, MBA ’07
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IN MEMORIAM

Phillip A. Nickel
Oct. 10, 1937 – May 26, 2014

Phillip Nickel grew up poor in Oregon’s Willamette Valley and 
learned early the work ethic that propelled him through life. At 
10, he picked field beans to buy clothing, and subsequent jobs 
paid for his cars for commuting to high school and Oregon State 
University. He later earned a Ph.D. at Kansas State University.
 He joined the Biological Sciences Department at California 
Lutheran College in 1969 and, during his 17-year tenure, served 
as department chair and director of the Medical Technology 
Program. He taught biology, zoology, entomology, arachnology, 
ornithology and parasitology in a variety of courses.
 Nickel later applied his expertise in entomology and 
parasitology at the Ventura County Environmental Health 
Department and served as a consultant in entomology for Los 
Robles Hospital. Professional recognition came with biographies 
in American Men and Women of Science, Who’s Who in the West 
and the International Who’s Who in Education as well as listings 
in the Directory of North American Entomologists and Acarologists, 
Directory of Acarologists of the World and Society for Vector Ecology.
 He retired to Grants Pass, Oregon, 20 years ago with his 
wife of 24 years, Ann Brown Person. In 2007, he published 
a humorous account of his life in My Nickel’s Worth, An 
Autobiography. He is survived by his wife, a son and daughter 
from a previous marriage, a stepdaughter and three grandsons.
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When Emilie Evenson ’13, T.C. ’14, entered CLU five years ago, 
she aspired to become a doctor, but changed her mind during 
her sophomore year. 
 “I realized I could inspire students and share my love of 
education with them,” she said. So the Lancaster resident taught 
fourth grade this year in Moorpark while earning her teaching 
credential.
 Decisions like this one will get a little easier for students in 
coming years because of a new CLU scholarship focused on the 
teaching credential year. With help from the Manken Family 
Scholarship, Evenson was spared from having to take out a 
student loan this year. “It really encourages me to continue on to 
grad school,” she said, adding that she plans to return to CLU for 
a master’s degree in education.
 Awarded this year to nine teacher credential candidates at a 
modest level of about $2,500 per student, the scholarship will 
provide a substantial amount toward tuition in future years. It is 
expected to support two credential students in 2014-2015 and 
about 15 to 20 students every year after that. The late John R. 
Manken, an elementary school teacher and a principal, left the 
$4.7 million scholarship endowment.

Manken Family Scholarship 
lightens teachers’ burdens

Maybe it’s the way she pushes 
dietary fiber on them. For whatever 
reason, students assume that Theresa 
Rogers, an assistant professor of biology, 
is a vegetarian. But if they ask about 
it, her reply cheers the meat eaters: “I 
respect plants as much as I do animals.” 
 Rogers is full of surprises like that. At 
first you think she’s going to keep after 
you about the fiber. Getting plenty of 
it, she says, regularly and from a variety 
of sources, will promote equilibrium in 
your gut and, given time, will mean less 
uncomfortable gas. Can you beat that? 
Yes, in fact, you can. Fiber reduces the 
risks of ills small and large, like obesity 
and diabetes and constipation and heart 
disease. 
 So now you’d like some fiber, right? 
 Well, it’s hardly that simple, says 
Rogers, eyebrows high. How do you 
intend to digest it? You’re a human with 
a few alimentary enzymes that generally 
work on simple sugars and starches. 

Seriously, what are 
you going to do if you 
ingest a lot of highly 
branched plant cell wall 
polysaccharides? Forget 
it. Order the steak.
      Right about then, 
the school bell rings 
and we’re ready to 
learn. It so happens 
that Rogers, who came 
to Cal Lutheran this 
year after a postdoc 
at the University 
of Michigan and a 
visiting professorship 

elsewhere, has already established herself as an authority on 
how we process fiber in the gut. She was one of three principal 
authors to publish on the subject this spring in the leading 
scientific journal Nature. 

 The key, if you haven’t guessed, is gut bacteria. It’s true that 
people don’t have the ability to break down many complex 
carbohydrates, but the trillions of bacteria that live in every 
healthy individual do, and Rogers et al. show at the molecular level 
how one friendly gut dweller known as Bacteroides ovatus goes 
about it. 
 For her part of the study, Rogers busily produced bacterial 
mutants with deleted genes, like a computer programmer 
intentionally writing glitches into code. This allowed her to 
determine the roles of eight individual genes as well as the 
larger genetic locus in the degradation of xyloglucan, a common 
complex sugar. 
 Understanding how gut bacteria reduce complex sugars to 
mush will have practical applications beyond your choice of fruits 
and vegetables. As a master’s student, Rogers looked at how 
the same process might be used to convert sugar beet pulp into 
ethanol for fuel. Then growers wouldn’t pay for such agricultural 
waste products to be hauled off to landfills, and we could all have 
our corn for the table. 

Seriously, what 
are you going to 
do with a lot of 
highly branched 
plant cell wall 
polysaccharides?

Are you going to
eat that?

Xyloglucan, an abundant component of dietary fiber, accounts for a quarter of the dry weight of 
lettuce, onion, eggplant and tomatoes. In the leading journal Nature, Theresa Rogers, Ph.D., and 
co-authors studied how a common human gut bacterium breaks it down.

If you know what’s 
good for you, you’ll 
include plenty of 
fiber in your diet. 
But you’re going to 
need a lot of help 
digesting it.

In what was billed as a first on campus, students brought a major 
musical act to Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center in April. Some 
300 students, faculty and staff bought tickets to the performance 
by rising hip-hop artist Chiddy Bang (left), a native of Philadelphia.

Hip-hop concert draws 300
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Next to Kylie Francis (left), in the Moorpark kindergarten classroom where 
she did her student teaching, are fellow Manken Scholars Emilie Evenson and 
Rachel Shimanovsky. The ’13 graduates all earned teaching credentials in May.
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First women’s track title
Baseball has best record in 22 years

All on one Saturday in May at the conference 
championships, junior Melissa Skiba won both the 800- and 
1,500-meter runs and finished second in the 5,000-meter event. 
Boosted by this performance, the Regals claimed the first outright 
SCIAC title in program history this spring. 
 Six Regals advanced to the NCAA Division III Championships, 
and a trio returned to Southern California as All-Americans. 
Skiba and Allie Hadley placed second in the nation in respective 
events, the 1,500-meter race and the javelin throw, while Amanda 
Hamilton finished sixth in the triple jump. CLU tied for 11th as a 
team at nationals, which was also the best finish in school history. 
During the spring, Skiba broke a pair of SCIAC records in the 
1,500- and 5,000-meters. 
 While the women were excelling on the track and in the field, 
the Kingsmen baseball team produced its best record, 36-10, 
since the 1992 team finished as the national runner-up. The team 
claimed its second consecutive SCIAC championship and the 13th 
in program history, while also winning the second-ever SCIAC Post 
Season Tournament title to advance to NCAA regional play. 
 The Kingsmen looked to closer Aaron Roth for 13 saves, tied 
for the national lead, and pitcher Jake Petersen became the first 
two-time All-American for CLU baseball, earning ABCA First Team 
accolades in both 2013 and 2014. 
 On the course and the courts, Mikey McGinn capped off his 
collegiate golfing career with a third consecutive trip to the NCAA 
Division III National Tournament, and first-year tennis player 
Moises Cardenas advanced to the round of 16 in singles play at the 
Division III Men’s Tennis Championships. 

Pitcher Jake Petersen aids his own cause with the 
second of two runs scored during the 11-2 victory he 
earned over La Verne in April. He had a 3-for-6 day at 
the plate that included a home run.

Log on to www.clusports.com for the latest news and 
post-season results.

When Ruth Ann Johnson ’65 recalls the early days of California Lutheran 
College, she remembers a swimming pool, chicken coops, and the  
very beginnings of buildings and academic programs that would grow  
a half-century later into California Lutheran University. 

“It was a brand new school, so I think our class was brave to be among 
the first students,” said Ruth, who will be part of the first 50th reunion 
celebration for the Classes of 1964 and 1965 this October. “I often  
look back at my choice, and I realize it was one of the best decisions  
I ever made.”

Ruth joined the Orville Dahl Society more than a decade ago 
by including Cal Lutheran in her will and as a beneficiary 
of her life insurance plan. “It’s important to give back 
when you’ve been given so much. Now we can help 
ensure the same wonderful experiences we had as 
students to current students,” she added. 

A teacher for 37 years, Ruth remains actively 
involved with Cal Lutheran as a convocator and 
class representative. To learn how you can join 
Ruth in becoming a member of the Orville Dahl 
Society, please call 805-493-3166 or visit  
www.clugift.org.

FOUNDING CLASS,  
ORVILLE DAHL MEMBERS
Janet Dibble ‘64

George Engdahl ‘65

Charlie and Linda Harris ‘64

Linwood Howe ‘65

Ruth Ann Johnson ‘65

Irvin and Linda Lownes ‘65

Karsten and Kirsten  
    Lundring ’65 and ‘64

Brian and Sandy McConnell ‘65

Don and Sandy Meyer  ’64 and ‘66

Bryan and Roxanne Spafford ‘65

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
THE ORVILLE DAHL SOCIETY

1 Regal = All-SCIAC times 16
At the close of her four-year, two-sport career, Lauren 
Rohach ’14 had 16 All-SCIAC accolades – more than any other 
competitor, male or female, to don the violet and gold. 
 This most decorated Cal Lutheran athlete was part of six SCIAC 
titles in eight seasons, advanced to NCAA Division III volleyball 
regional play four times, NCAA national championships two times 
each for volleyball and track and field, and earned All-America 
status as a senior middle blocker last season for the national 
runner-up Regals. The biology major excelled in the classroom and 
was selected in 2014 as the SCIAC Scholar Athlete of the Year.

Lauren Rohach

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Honoring Karsten ’65  

and Kirsten (Bodding ‘64) Lundring

October 27, 2014
Moorpark Country Club

Register at CLUSports.com/victoryclub/golf.php
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Soccer and Cal 
Lutheran have made a 
difference in the lives of 
lifelong teammates who 
first donned the jerseys 
at age 8. Each one is 
the first member of his 
family to attend college. 
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Before Raul Yepez ’13 was the team’s top scorer and Ivan 
Sanchez ’14 was all-SCIAC, before the two of them enticed 
Miguel Silva ’14, a goalkeeper, to transfer from Oxnard 
College, before they helped to lead Kingsmen soccer to a league 
championship, and before each one graduated from Cal Lutheran – 
before all of that, the three shared an unusual, lifelong bond. They 
had been teammates as 5-year-olds and played youth soccer together 
for years. They all went to different high schools but stayed in 
touch. 
 Silva recalls his first game starting as keeper for the Kingsmen. 
“They were announcing the starting lineups. They say my name, 
then Raul’s then Ivan’s. I looked down and thought, ‘Hey, this is 
pretty cool, all the Oxnard guys are here.’”
 If that moment in 2012 felt a little like fate for the three friends, 
imagine their surprise when they were reminded that they had all 
played side by side in CLU gear before, more than a decade earlier. 
That history was also news to head coach Dan Kuntz, who had 
recruited them.
 “We were at the tail end of a 6 a.m. training session before the 
season,” Kuntz recalls, “and Miguel comes over to me and says. 
‘Coach I want to show you something. I want to show you this 
picture.’” 
 When Kuntz took a second look at the old team photo, taken 
when his players were about 8 years old, he noticed something ex-
traordinary. The team members sported oversized purple jerseys that 
the Kingsmen had worn in years past.
  “Does that say CLU on your jerseys?”
 Indeed it did, thanks to Silva’s father, who coached the Alianza 
youth team and who picked up the jerseys at the thrift shop where 
he worked at that time.
 

How three Kingsmen
got their 
colors

By Steve Schaffer

 Today, the photo is a reminder of how unlikely it was that Cal 
Lutheran would end up redirecting the life trajectories of all three 
young men. Each one is the first member of his family to attend 
college. 
 Yepez nearly left the country to play professionally in Mexico, 
before Kuntz convinced him to visit the campus. So instead, after 
leading the Kingsmen in goals for two consecutive seasons, he 
graduated last year with a double major in business and accounting 
and works for an Oxnard business as an accountant. 
 Sanchez also wanted to play professionally before he discovered 
how closely Cal Lutheran’s mathematics major aligned with his 
interests. The former all-SCIAC defensive player said he will work 
as a substitute teacher while he plans his next step. 
 “There were a lot of moments of seeing where we started, 
where we came from, and where we are now that I took pride in,” 
he said. 
 Silva, the last one to arrive at CLU, also just graduated with a 
degree in exercise science and plans to become a physical therapist.
 When all three came on board, the lifelong teammates gave the 
Kingsmen a boost. Having won just three games in each of the 2010 
and 2011 seasons, the team saw its hard work culminate in 2013 
as Cal Lutheran earned the third seed in the SCIAC Post Season 
Tournament. From there, the Kingsmen upset No. 2 Whittier in 
the semifinals and then captured their first-ever Post Season Tour-
nament title by beating Chapman 1-0 in overtime. 
 “To see three young boys who somehow came from that little 
team – somehow had God’s connection to this CLU thing and then 
ended up at the same university – graduating all within a year of 
each other, to me that is the most rewarding thing you could ever 
see as a coach,” Kuntz said. “But also I think these are the kind of 
stories that are all over this university.”

As they were. To find Raul Yepez (left), Ivan Sanchez 
and Miguel Silva in their youth team photograph, start 
with the soccer balls and compare. Yepez kneels in front 
with the ball to his left. Sanchez and Silva (in goalkeeper’s 
jersey) stand in the back row.
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he sound of a door opening often wakes Fortunate Hove ’11, MPPA ’14, 
with a start. It’s been that way since she was in seventh grade, the year she felt 

so lost that she missed Rhodesia’s national school exam. At that time, late in the 
1970s, the war of liberation was spreading to her part of the country, which was soon to 
become independent Zimbabwe. 
 Like other young villagers, Hove (pronounced HOH-vay) was drafted into one of 
the black revolutionary groups opposing white-minority rule. She carried food to a guerilla 
base for the first time at age 11, and the work did not stop. School became optional. Hove 
prepared meals, fetched water, listened to Maoist political indoctrination, and attempted to 
keep herself and her family out of trouble. Used as a human shield, she evaded gunshots by 

The commencements of

Fortunate Hove
For a girl exposed to all of the dangers of war, education meant 
everything. That much has not changed since she left Zimbabwe.

By Kevin Matthews

Hove attends a dinner in 1992 at the International Institute of Journalism, 
Berlin, with a journalist from Uganda.
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crawling through thistles and survived the shelling of a 
base at age 14.
 “Rest,” she writes in her 2013 memoir, “became a 
thing of the past.” 
 Given her always-uneasy sleep, it’s meaningful that 
Hove now thinks of Cal Lutheran as “a resting place.” 
She has needed the quiet. 
 “This is not just a school, it’s a community,” she 
said, “and personally I felt that. It was a time when I 
really needed support, and I got it.”

A decade before Hove came to Cal Lutheran for 
a bachelor’s degree in communication, she had already 
spent 11 years working as a professional radio and 
television journalist for Zimbabwe Broadcast Corp. 
She rose to become a ZBC regional bureau chief and 
later managed public relations for a steel company. 
 She was also the mother of two children, whom 
she’d left behind when she fled to the San Fernando 
Valley in 2002. In the Valley, she worked as a drug 
rehabilitation counselor. 

 Hove had always wanted a degree like her uncle, who was 
respected in the village for his education. “But so many things 
militated against my acquisition of that degree,” she told a 
classroom of Cal Lutheran criminal justice students last March. 
“You don’t know how lucky you are to be in the positions in 
which you are…. Not many kids your age have that opportunity. 
Use it – that’s all I can say – productively.”
 She finally studied military and economic history, earning her 
first bachelor’s degree in Zimbabwe. Adding knowledge from 
her own experience, she developed a deep appreciation for the 
smaller intertribal and interpersonal conflicts that always lie behind 
“the bigger conflict that catches the attention of the international 
community.” Those smaller, less visible conflicts regularly claim 
more lives than the larger one, Hove says.

Tradition taught Hove that life is one fabric and that 
everyone weaves a share of it. Storytellers conclude, but the stories 
do not. Like a very long education, a true story is instead a series 
of commencements. 
 Experience taught her that women endure more than men. 
Hove married a man of extraordinary educational attainments 

who, she said, nevertheless felt threatened by her success and 
relative fame. She went through a divorce, received politically 
motivated threats that led her to flee Zimbabwe, and suffered 
“a long season of loneliness” until her children finally arrived in 
California last year. In both of her countries, she learned that she 
could gain the trust of other women and found “a passion” for 
working with them.
 When she decided to study again, she felt at home at a 
Lutheran university. Although she has been on a long journey of 
discovery as a Christian, she was raised a Lutheran and keeps a 
missionary’s work ethic and hours. “In my darkest time, when I 
was out here alone, it was the Lutheran hymns that really saw me 
through,” she said.
 With her children now studying at Moorpark College and 
Thousand Oaks High School, Hove’s ambition is to earn a 
doctorate in international relations or a related field, and to apply 
her expertise to gender issues of global significance, including 
human trafficking. She would prefer to remain near Los Angeles 
to address those issues here.

war among individuals. As 
the war progressed, older 
girls began fighting over the 
brothers or comrades and 
soon, the parents began to 

wonder what kind of “serving” the girls were doing at the base…. 
The comrades or guerillas had to correct some girls who wanted 
to wear extremely brightly colored clothes because the colors 
would betray the campers to the enemy. 

Misplaced suspicion
One man was killed because he had bought a portable short wave 
radio and other villagers did not know what it was. They thought 
it was a communication radio given to the man by government 
soldiers to report on guerilla movements.

Misdirected revenge
Some of the farmers packed their bags and left while others were 
determined to fight for their farms even to the shedding of blood. 
One such farmer was a white man given the nickname Makhuhle 
by local people for the effort that he made to speak the vernacular 
languages. He had very big ears and so, any baby born in the 
village with big ears was nicknamed Makhuhle. Makhuhle was 
vicious after his farm had been looted. He armed himself and his 
workers, who were black, and tracked the route through which 
his cattle had been driven and came to the villages close to his 
farm … and torched their huts in indignation.

A victim of rape
We were all relieved to leave the base that night while DDK was 
still asleep because we were not sure who his next victim would 

be. The village mourned quietly for Chi’s loss but not for too 
long. It was done, and that is what the war did to our consciences; 
they had to be seared and to remain hard for survival’s sake. Soon 
people began to judge Chi, as though everything that happened 
was her fault. 

Hove’s dream
It was a matter of time before danger caught up with all of us. I 
was only 14, and facing the futility of life. I did not lose hope. I still 
believed that one day I would go to university and acquire a degree. 
How? It was not clear yet. I needed to survive the war. I had a 
dream, and if the war spared me, I hoped that I would be able to 
acquire my degree and influence change for women and girls. 

Discovering childhood at war’s end
I enjoyed playing raka-raka…. For agility, the girls had to tuck 
their dresses in their underwear as they ducked the ball thrown 
from both sides that were manned by the opposing group. The 
idea was to be swift and agile enough to avoid being hit by the 
ball…. I was playing the game with a vengeance. I did not realize 
that I was fighting to redeem the time that I had lost during the 
war. I played my heart out. 

Lasting damage
In the mid-’90s … a former soldier was closing all the air vents 
and windows of his house. Neighbors found the action bizarre and 
they thought that it was newsworthy so they called me over…. 
It broke my heart to see such an intelligent person wasting away. 
The man was a former Captain in the army…. He was very gentle 
when he explained to my crew that he was closing the vents to 
keep the noise of the guns outside.

Forced from age 11 to provide support to local guerillas fighting 
the white colonial government of her country, then Rhodesia, 
Fortunate Hove would study military history and become a 
journalist for the Zimbabwe Broadcast Corp. She had always 
been a fine observer of the people around her. In her 2013 
book, Tender Eyes: Memoirs of Villagers in Conflict, the 
cast of authentic characters from her childhood are directly and 
indirectly harmed by Zimbabwe’s war of liberation (1964–
79). The Midlands province where Hove grew up did not see 
active fighting until the mid-1970s. 

Spread of anarchy
In 1976 the guerillas visited the local council offices and shut 
them down. They tore the paperwork, took money from the 
cash boxes, and gave it to villagers who were at the offices. They 
emptied the local beer hall which sold Chibuku, a traditional 
brew made from malts, which was a fund-raising project for the 
local council…. The guerillas went to the local Dip Tank and 
confiscated the keys from the man in charge of dipping. That 
was the last day the cattle were dipped [for ticks] for four years.

Conflicts within conflicts
Villagers who had envied each other began to lie and turn 
against each other and this caused many deaths. It was like 
there was a bigger war going on and then another deadlier 

As public relations manager, Hove shows Chinese guests around 
at the Zimbabwe Iron and Steel Company.
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Worth risking How did you two start thinking 
seriously about starting businesses?

Garrett: I got swept into it with the 
Future Treps [entrepreneurs] club and 
talking with Rob Bueschen [’11] and the 
guys over there. They really helped take it 
from, “Oh, that would be nice,” to “We 
could probably actually try this out.” 

Travis: The fact that you have the 
resources to actually do something vastly 
changes your outlook on it. Here, you have 
all the pieces of the puzzle, and you can just 
put it together. 

Garrett: Plus the School of Management 
is willing to sit down and talk with us. The 
dean’s more than kind enough to take time 
out of his day, which is nearly impossible 
anywhere else. 

What need does your business idea 
fill? Garrett?

Garrett: Right now, there’s no cheap 
and easy, pretty definitive salmonella test 
out there that gives results in a couple of 
minutes. My goal is making things safer. 
Instead of having to trust a lab, you can 
put the responsibility for safety in the 
consumer’s hands. 

What exactly do you test with a strip? 
Who will use them?

Garrett: So, that juice that runs off of 
chicken is something that you could test. 
Anything that’s moist. I definitely see 
salmonella being a problem with pet foods. 
In addition to restaurants. 
 But when you actually go out to talk 
to people, you find out exactly what they 
want. What kind of product would they 
use? What are they likely to use again and 
again, as opposed to what theoretically 
works the best? 

It’s fascinating that starting a 
company could be, in a way, part of 
a Cal Lutheran education, and not 
necessarily just for business majors. 

Travis: I wouldn’t be where I am if it 
wasn’t for CLU and the connections from 
the professors and the people who they 
know from outside. At a small school 

like this, you become friends with your 
professor.

Who are you working with on the 
device you’re making?

Travis: I actually work with Garrett, as 
well as professors John Tannaci and Michael 
Quinlan. 

Are other Cal Lutheran students 
approaching their education this way?

Travis: We’re trying to get more people 
to be entrepreneurs – and not to just go 
after becoming a doctor. You can have a 
business on the side. So, we’re trying to set 
an example. 

Garrett: The Central Coast area has a 
lot of money, but a lot of it goes out and 
doesn’t get invested into the community. 
This place is as prime a place as any to 
make another Silicon Valley or San Diego 
area. 

Ying, who are you hoping will use 
your secondhand clothing website? 

Ying: A lot of people. For example, 
international students. My friends spend 
money to purchase a lot of clothes, and 
when we go back to our country, we need 
to sell some of them. 

What will you do with your cash 
prizes?

Ying: I want to do some research, to see 
if there’s a way to trade clothes between 
America and China. 

Travis: Re-engineering the prototype and 
possibly starting an LLC. 

Garrett: For me, it’s money to actually 
create a prototype.

Help me to understand something. I 
thought new college graduates looked 
for job openings.  

Garrett: I’ve gone to school for four years 
as a biochem major, and I’ve worked my 
butt off, and the best jobs I see out there 
are starting at $15 to $17 an hour. I feel like 
I’d much rather take this time in my life to 
risk it and see if I can make something a lot 
better. 

Two graduating biochemistry majors and an international MBA student took the top 
prizes in CLU’s first Business Design Concept competition, where they pitched ideas for 
new products and services to a panel of outside judges.

What

Travis Domm (left) 
and Garrett Naumann 
graduated in May, 
and Ying Lu expects 
to complete her MBA 
in August.

We’re trying to get 
more people to be 
entrepreneurs – and 
not to just go after 
becoming a doctor. 
You can have a 
business on the side.

For more information on their business concepts, 
email Garrett, Travis and Ying at gnaumann@, 
tdomm@ and yinglu@callutheran.edu.

What appeals to you about becoming 
entrepreneurs?

Travis: I’ve always liked building things. 
I’ve always been that way. I chose biochem 
as my major because I love science, but 
overall, the more I know about something, 
the more I can try to find a problem that’s 
there and come up with a solution to it.

Do you mainly want to pursue the 
concepts that won the competition, 
or are you thinking about other 
business ideas?

Garrett: Pursuing multiple ideas is possible. 
I think once you get something up and 
running and self-sustaining, you get that 
drive and itch to try it all over again.

Ying: The entrepreneurial style here in 
America is very creative. American people 
are not afraid to fail. But in China, if you 
fail, you’re done. We need to switch this 
idea. 

How did you get started on this path?

Ying: I started my own online store that 
sells Korean-style clothing. I would buy the 
clothes in [South] Korea and sell in China, 
because Chinese people like to buy them, 
especially clothes from some TV shows and 
Korean movie stars. 

I did it when I was an undergraduate, but 
I quit because now I’m studying abroad, 
and my partner runs the business. It’s very 
strongly competitive, because now a lot of 
people know, “There’s a way to earn some 
money.”

Have you started other businesses?

Ying: (Laughs.) I’ve had a lot of 
different businesses. The online 

store was the biggest one, and 
there were two other small 
businesses. 

Travis: She’s got a bunch of 
businesses already!

Ying: Small businesses.

Garrett: That’s more than 
we’ve done. 

CLU Business Design Concept 
Competition Winners

First prize, $1,000
Garrett Naumann ’14 
For salmonella detection strips to prevent 
food poisoning

Second prize, $500
Travis Domm ’14 
For a machine to distribute medication in 
thin film strips that are taken orally

Third prize, $250
Ying Lu, International MBA program
For an online market in women’s 
secondhand clothes and accessories

Honorable mention: 
Maika Urasaki, Class of 2016 
For a mobile hairstyling business serving 
the elderly in their own homes

The Future Treps student club hosted the 
event, and the School of Management 
awarded prizes. 

Q&A



Crushing on grapes
The 
business 
of wine 
exerts a 
powerful 
pull on 
those who 
go near it.  
I remember finding myself kneeling in the dirt at a vineyard in 
the Santa Rita Hills near Lompoc, California, when I’d been writing 
about wine for a little over two years. I wasn’t there for sunsets and 
beach houses, linen and fresh produce, or to make like Russell Crowe 
in A Good Year. Instead, the wine bug, as so many of us call it, was 
driving me to seek out what a life in wine really means, with the long 
days, the sales junkets and the low profit margins, as well as how the 
stuff is made and how it changes.
 Like many others living in the world of wine, or on the outskirts, 
I’ve never made a living at it. I’m a teacher and freelance journalist 
who has a sommelier certificate to his name along with one amateur 
winemaking prize. I write feature stories and I teach high school 
students the finer points of Shakespeare if I can. There is symbiosis 
here, since the complexities of wine require study and provoke writing. 
Still, I’m only caught up in this because wine chose me.  
 Something similar happened to other Cal Lutheran graduates, many 
of whom have the bug worse than I do. I can’t imagine why anyone 
supposes a life in wine resembles a tasting tour. From my observation, 
most people who have the bug reap modest, if any, financial rewards 
from the work they do. They frequently hold down two jobs or look 

By Mark Storer ’89
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for a tiny industry niche 
to avoid giving up on 
their dreams.
 Take the Kasten family 
up in Napa. John ’74 is 
an architect with his own 
business, Kasten Design, 
and Cynthia (Roleder 
’75, MBA ’80) works 
as a human resources 
consultant after 21 years 
as personnel director for 
the City of Napa. She also 
teaches part time through 
Chapman University. 
 They got into wine in 
the 1980s with a group 
of amateurs at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Napa 
who called themselves 
Leap of Faith Vintners, 

using a label with a Trinity symbol designed by John, who was an 
art major at CLU.

 “One thing led to another and our all-consuming hobby took 
on a life of its own,” Cynthia said. 
 Now Kasten Family Winery produces about 400 cases each 
year from a vineyard they own in the Oak Knoll region of 
Napa, mostly Bordeaux blends since varietals from that region 
of France do well in clay loam soil, according to Cynthia. 
They sell directly to consumers through their website and to 
local restaurants. The couple’s daughters, Laura (Kasten ’05) 
Solomon and Sarah Kasten ’08, pitch in at the winery while 
maintaining day jobs of their own. 
 Four hundred cases of wine may sound like a lot, but not 
if you’re trying to make a living from them. In one of the 
industry’s ironies, many of the best wines are “boutique wines” 
that come from small producers who do not get rich and sit on 
the porch at sunset. Instead, they’re crushing grapes in their 
garages or in small barns with flecks of paint peeling off, or 
in buildings with aluminum siding next to a metalworking 
company.
 Like Cantara Cellars in Camarillo. Next to the little airport 
for private jets, Mike Brown, MBA ’94, and his wife, Chris, 
have transfigured a humble industrial office space into a winery 

and tasting room that is 
named after the housing 
tract where they live in 
Moorpark. The Browns 
make 2,500 cases a year, 
including an elegant, 
balanced Chardonnay 
and a Zinfandel that I 
like as well as any I’ve 
tasted (disclosure: we are 
friends). 

  Still, just like the 
Kastens, Mike keeps his 
day job, as director of 
operations at a furniture 
manufacturer in Oxnard. 
That means very long 
hours during the harvest, 
when he travels five hours 
to Lodi and back again 
with all of Cantara’s fruit. 

He is one of those lucky souls who grew up among vineyards, 
and his parents still live on the one in Lodi where he gets his 
Chardonnay.

There is anecdotal evidence that the wine bug infects 
children, possibly through the eyes. Kristen Kate Smith ’05 
grew up looking at the vineyards and scenery in Santa Maria. 
This spring, she moved with her husband to Paso Robles to 
run direct-to-consumer sales for Eberle Winery, after jobs at 
Cameron Hughes in the Bay Area and Laetitia Vineyard & 
Winery in Arroyo Grande.
 “At its soul, it’s an agricultural job and everyone is very 
grounded and, of course, the customers are positive and want 
to immerse themselves in the wine experience,” Smith said. “I 
wanted to work in a place where I could soak up that kind of 
energy, and the wine business is that.”
 Things worked out this way in spite of Smith’s double major 
in political science and history and her master’s in international 
relations from Cal State Stanislaus. For a while she plied those 
degrees in jobs that left her exhausted and frustrated each week.
 The wine bug lay dormant for 20 years or more in the system 
of Stephanie Ehlers ’99, who grew up in Lodi where her father 
worked for Mondavi wines. “I saw harvests done all my life and 
I was always fascinated,” she said, “but after a while, the appeal 
wore off.”
 Recruited to Cal Lutheran as an athlete, Ehlers studied 
communication but was unable to land a reporting job, so 
she went to work on a harvest to earn money. From there, 
she moved on to working in the lab, learning the science of 
winemaking known as oenology. 
 “At some point, you catch the grape bug, and I did and 
wanted to learn more so I went back to school,” said Ehlers, 
who is earning a second bachelor’s degree at UC Davis with a 
specialty in pest control.

Ninety percent of the wine produced in the U.S. goes to 
what’s called the “bulk market.” Larger winemakers and 
producers like Gallo buy grapes or grape juice from vineyards 
all over California, Oregon, Washington and elsewhere. That 
ultimately goes into the modestly priced bottles you find on 
grocery store shelves, and there’s nothing wrong with them. 
They’re a good bargain and some even taste pretty good. 

Many of the best wines come from small producers who do not get rich and sit on the porch at sunset.

About the Photographer

Grace Stufkosky ’01, M.S. ’06, a commercial and editorial 
photographer, extensively photographs architecture, food, and wineries and 
vineyards in Arizona. See more of her work at www.gracestufkosky.com.
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John and Cyndi Kasten with 
daughter Laura Solomon Chris and Mike Brown
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 But if you want to know the people who make the wine and 
taste what they’ve crafted, you’re going to have to get down in 
the dirt like I did. The best wine experience comes with that 
discovery of the little tasting room off a country road where 
a family or friends have a wooden plank between a couple of 
barrels and are pouring wine into small glasses for you. You 
can ask them how they work with farmers, or farm the land 
themselves, to produce sustainable, serious wine. 
 In one such place, a nondescript industrial building down 
a dusty road in Atascadero, Keith Nichols, MBA ’83, keeps 
his “upside-down wine cellar.” That is, since there are no real 
basements to be had on the Central Coast, he has the wine 
upstairs. If you go, you might get the opportunity to walk up 
and choose a bottle yourself to taste with Nichols. 
  And you might not realize right away what a rare treat 
you’re in for. Nichols Winery is the only spot in the United 
States where his labels are sold. Fourteen years ago, he learned 
about international trade in California wines and decided to start 
selling his own in Japan. 
 Now he travels and markets wine to Canada, Singapore, 
Taiwan, China, Korea and Vietnam and is trying to get into 
Malaysia as well as Indonesia. “Once I started doing that, I didn’t 
spend much time going from state to state,” he said, “because in 
the U.S., the distributors make all the rules.”
 So, after many years of night school, travel and teaching 
himself viticulture from books, Nichols has become one of the 
few CLU alums who makes his living in wine, “a dream come 
true.” That doesn’t mean he’s making a lot of money at it, but he 
does it full time.
 Like many winemakers, he doesn’t own expensive vineyard 
land but sources the fruit. He buys multiple varietals from 
designated blocks at vineyards “from up near Monterey all the 
way down the Central Coast.”
 At the Atascadero winery, my wife and I tried a rich 2000 
Chardonnay, equally balanced between acidity and oak with a 

I serve as pastor of 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church in McMinnville, 
Oregon, in the epicenter 
of the Willamette Valley, 
and I know firsthand how 
difficult the wine business 
can be. In 2008, my wife 
and I joined two other 
couples from church to 
open a wine shop in our 
downtown, and it didn’t 
survive the bad economy. 
 At that time, I was asked 
to make wine the theme of 
a small group Bible study. 
I could not find a resource 

on the subject – so I wrote my own. It’s called The Theology of 
Wine. This is the most popular Bible study I have ever done, and 
perhaps the only one anywhere that includes a tasting fee. I’m 
not sure if these two circumstances are related.
 In 2011, I spent a sabbatical leave working the harvest at 
Coeur de Terre Vineyard. The owners, Scott and Lisa Neal, 
were patient with me and I was able to learn the basics of 
winemaking. The information has come in very handy in my 
work as a pastor, which really shouldn’t come as a surprise. 
Jesus was a winemaker, wine and vineyards are mentioned 
more than 500 times in the Bible, and the vast majority of the 
references are positive. According to Psalm 104, wine was given 
to us to “gladden the human heart.” Actually making wine is 
a tremendous amount of work, and I am now struck by how 
many of Jesus’ stories about work begin, “There was a man 

who owned a vineyard….”

 In meeting some of the original winemakers in this area, 
through a project at Linfield College, I’ve been impressed by 
their care for creation and the passion with which they pursue 
their calling. I feel the church has much it can learn from 
vineyard owners and winemakers. When Dianna and David 
Lett were first married, they took a detour through the Napa 
Valley to do some tasting. Although he was then on his way to 
becoming a dentist, David was instead “struck by the cosmic 
brick,” as Dianna tells their story. The couple soon moved to 
Oregon, where David became a pioneer in our local viticulture. 
 I’ve had a glancing blow by that same brick. I don’t want 
to make wine for a living, but I certainly enjoy drinking 
a beautiful Willamette Valley Pinot Noir. Every glass is a 
reminder of how much God loves us and how blessed I am to 
live in this place.

The Theology of Wine by Mark C. Pederson is available at 
thetheologyofwine.com. Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, where 
Pederson earned his master’s degree in divinity, has been part of Cal 
Lutheran since January. 

Wine’s a marvel. The Bible tells me so.
By the Rev. Mark C. Pederson, M.Div. ’91 (PLTS)

creamy texture and a fruit-forward finish. It defies the odds at 
14 years old because American white wines don’t usually get 
stored that long. Nichols said he’s found that keeping his wines 
in bottles past 10 years gives them character he loves.

As much as a career, people who make a life in wine 
view it as a destination. They want to end up someplace they 
love to be.
 “We picked this business,” Brown said. “We sat down 
and said, When the kids get out of school and funds become 
available, what kind of business do we want to create and maybe 
retire in? If you have to find a place to spend time in, a winery 
isn’t a bad place to do it.”
 When Smith changed career paths, she wasn’t looking for 
a wine job, “but I knew I wanted something that made me 
happier.” Her latest position has her working again with a 
winery that sells to consumers from its own vineyards. 
 “I joke with my husband all the time and tell him I will never 
retire,” she said. “I love the wine industry. When I’m 80, I’ll be 
working in some little tasting room somewhere.”
 I’m with Smith. My wife and I have said for years that we 
could easily find ourselves in vineyard country working in a 
tasting room and selling wine. So after you’ve visited Brown and 
Nichols and made an appointment with the Kastens, look for the 
two of us along one of those dusty roads on the Central Coast, 
where we’ll be seeking out quiet upstarts who have a few barrels 
fermenting and a dream.

Competing against other amateurs with a good friend, Mark Storer 
won a gold medal at the 2008 Mid-State Fair for a Spanish-style 
Tempranillo made from local Paso Robles grapes. He lives in Camarillo 
with his wife, Susan, daughter, Shannon, an assortment of pets and the 
wine stash he’s collected along the West Coast.

Add a Cal Lutheran stop to your grape tour in…

Atascadero: Nichols Winery & Cellars
Owned by Keith Nichols, MBA ’83
Open 11 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Wednesday through Monday
4615 Traffic Way, Atascadero
310-305-0397
knicholsca@earthlink.net
www.nicholswinery.com

Paso Robles: Brohaugh Vineyards
Owned by CLU regent Wallace and Kassy Brohaugh
Private wine tastings by appointment
6996 Creston Road, Paso Robles
805-237-8212
www.brohaughvineyards.com

Napa: Kasten Family Wines
Owned by John ’74 and Cynthia (Roleder ’75, MBA ’80) Kasten
Available for purchase online and at select retailers
Oak Knoll District of Napa Valley
707-258-2848
info@kastenwines.com
www.kastenwines.com

Camarillo: Cantara Cellars
Owned by Mike, MBA ’94, and Chris Brown
Open 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Thursday through Sunday
126 N. Wood Road #104, Camarillo
805-484-9600
www.cantaracellars.com

When I’m 80, I’ll be working in some  
little tasting room somewhere.
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Keith Nichols
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 Class
 Representatives
 Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
’64

 lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

 Marty (Ronning) Schwalm
 mgudrunto@verizon.net

 Class Representative
 Ruth Ann Johnson’65

 raj1036@att.net

’66 Class Representative
Judy (Lavenberg) Halweg
judybugila@gmail.com

 Class Representatives
 David and Janet (Monson) 
 Andersen
’67

 davidandersen42@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 Gerry Price’68

 doodlesdad@aol.com 

 Class
 Representatives
 Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
’69

 jimjudy@suddenlink.net

William Embree of Vallejo is intentional 
interim clergy for the ELCA since retiring as 
pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in San Fran-
cisco in December. He and his wife, Carlene, 
are looking forward to the birth of their 11th 
grandchild.

’70 Class Representative
Paula Morgan-Martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com

’71 Class Representative
Adele Broas-Trent
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

Rick Scott, M.A. ’78, who died in 2004, 
was inducted posthumously into the Ven-
tura County Sports Hall of Fame in June. 
Rick led the Buena High football program 
to seven Channel League championships 
and CIF semifinal appearances in 1988 
and 1993 and Hart High to a CIF North-
western Conference title in 1986. He 
also coached at Moorpark College and 
Newbury Park High, was a referee for 
the Channel Coast Officials Association 
and helped to found the Ventura Football 
Coaches Association.
 
 Class Representatives
 Rebecca (Overton) France
 rjfrance@fredricksonent.com

 Alan Virgil

’72

 av_sbrm@verizon.net

’74
Class Representative
Lea Lamp
Leainaz48@gmail.com

Gregory Kampf, M.A. ’79, Chico, retired 
last August as superintendent of Lompoc 
Unified School District. After 15 years as a 
school administrator, he is ready to travel, 
work on projects, train for long distance 
bicycle rides and enjoy time with his family 
and six grandchildren.

Reg Schultz-Akerson, Santa Monica, is 
the Assistant to the Bishop for Rostered 
Leadership, Southern California Synod 
(ELCA). Prior to his joining the synod office 
in January, he and his wife, Peg ’74, M.A. 
’77, served as co-pastors of Faith Lutheran 
Church in Chico. Reg previously served as 
Assistant to the President for Church Rela-
tions at CLU. He and Peg both received 
their Master of Divinity degrees from 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
1980 and were presented with the PLTS 
President’s Award in 2003.

 ’75  Class Representative
 David Brobeck
 dbrobeck@walsh.edu

’76
Cynthia (Lee, M.A. ’79) Kampf, 
Chico, works part time as an edu-
cational consultant focusing on 
effective instructional strategies.

Carl Nielsen, Santa Maria, has 
been pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church 
for 17 years. He started and leads Serve 
Santa Maria, a community volunteer effort 
to help neighbors in need and perform 
cleanup and improvement projects. For the 
past 19 years, he and his wife, Susan (Hof-
mann ’76, T.C. ’82), have led educational 
tours, with Carl taking photos and shooting 
videos. This fall’s itinerary includes cruises 
to the Baltic capitals and to Australia and 
New Zealand. The Nielsens welcomed 
their first grandson in November.

’77  Class Representative
 George Carganilla
 gcarg1@hotmail.com

Rita (Dybdahl) Cline, Oak Harbor, 
Washington, and husband John own The 
Dogwood Pet Resort, which offers dog and 
cat boarding services along with dog daycare, 
grooming and training and a members only 
dogpark. Rita also volunteers as an umpire 
with Little League International.

50 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

45 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

40 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

Gail Goepfert ’74, Largo, Florida, spent 
a beautiful winter morning in January ski-
ing with a volunteer from the National 
Sports Center for the Disabled in Winter 
Park, Colorado. They are pictured at 
the top of the Prospector Lift on Jack 
Kendrick Trail. Gail has been skiing with 
NSCD for 15 years.

Pictured enjoying a luau on Waikiki Beach 
during the Pacifica Synod Assembly in 
May are left to right, front row: Becky 
(Badertscher ’04) Anderson holding 
daughter Ellie, Melissa (Odenborg ’83) 
Ronning*, the Rev. Brian Foxworth 
’00*, Joanie Gray, Kirsten (Bodding ’64) 
Lundring, middle row: the Rev. Matt 
Anderson ’04, the Rev. John Knudson*, 
the Rev. Tony Scheer*, Jim Gray*, the 
Rev. Tim Philips ’82, Karsten Lundring 
’65, back row: the Rev. Glen Egertson 
’86, M.S. ’94, the Rev. Greg Ronning 
’82, CLU senior Louis Moehlman, Tyler 
Robinson ’01, the Rev. Arne Bergland, 
CLU Director of Church Relations. 
(*CLU convocator)

Whether you’re scaling the top of 
Yosemite’s Half Dome like CJ McAulay ’05  
or staying a little closer to home,  
remember to take Cal Lutheran with you. 

Follow the Flag in Three Easy Steps

1. Request your flag at  
alumni@callutheran.edu

2. Pose with your flag 

3. Share your picture  
online via Facebook or  
callutheran.edu/alumni

WHERE WILL YOU 
TAKE US NEXT?

TAKE CAL LUTHERAN WITH YOU

#clualumni
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Gary ’75 and Nancy (Munguia ’75) 
Bowman met at a Cal Lutheran dance 
their sophomore year, both played 
basketball, and both went on to teach 
and coach high school teams. They 
filled a room in their Somis home with 
Gary’s basketball trophies, calling it the 
CLU Room. They tried not to influence 
the college choice of their daughter, 
Shelby, who begins her senior year this 
fall at Cal Lutheran. 

Gary and Nancy keep hearing fresh 
reminders of their college days, 
even without the trophy room as a 
conversation starter. Thanks to old 
basketball records that are still on 
the books, Gary was inducted into 
the Alumni Association Athletic Hall 

of Fame and, this June, the Ventura 
County Sports Hall of Fame. Nancy, 
who became a teacher because of 
biology professor Curtis Nelson, was 
featured in The New York Times for her 
innovative Westlake High classes that 
include cadaver dissection. 

After a long absence, they visited 
campus with Shelby for Admitted 
Students Day. “Cal Lutheran means 
the world to me and has helped shape 
the person that I am today,” said the 
psychology major. “I look forward to 
sharing my Cal Lutheran story with 
others and hearing their own stories as 
well.”  

A SLAM DUNK: THE BOWMAN FAMILY

Do you have a son or daughter preparing for college?  
Contact the Admission Office for a special campus tour.

“Cal Lutheran means the world to me and has       
helped shape the person that I am today.”  
                        – Shelby Bowman ’15, Legacy student

Legacy Families at Cal Lutheran
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’78 Class Representatives
 Jon Backstrom
 backstrom@yahoo.com

 Dottie (Roman) Sterling
 dottiesterling@yahoo.com

Michele (Sanford) Dean, M.A. ’90, Ed.D. 
’06, Oxnard, received the 2014 Valuing 
Diversity Administrator of the Year Award 
from the North Ventura Charter of the 
Association of California School Adminis-
trators. Michele is coordinator of the Ven-
tura County Indian Education Consortium 
for the Ventura Unified School District.

 Class Representative
 Julia Spaulding’79

 juliaspaulding@me.com

Frank Berrier Jr., M.P.A., Ph.D., Spring, 
Texas, has retired as president and CEO of 
Spectrum Review Services Inc. but remains 
chair of the Board of Directors. He main-
tains an office at SRS where he performs 
mediations and arbitrations as a certified 
mediator for the state of Texas. Frank, who 
has three adult children and six grandsons, 
lives with his partner of 30 years.

Ila Jean Kragthorpe, Thousand Oaks, is 
a retired English instructor and a private 
adult and children’s literacy tutor. She 

Santa Barbara Branch of Montecito Bank 
&Trust, and his original paintings were being 
shown at the bank’s Goleta Branch.

Stephen Sandorf, Los Angeles, lives at 
Peace Theological Seminary in Los Angeles 
where he works as a janitor and mainte-
nance person. 

’84
has written two books, The Blood of the 
Innocents, a novel, and The Bones of the 
Bible, a yearlong devotional book. She and 
husband Ron, former dean of CLU Student 
Affairs, celebrated their 63rd wedding anni-
versary in December

  Class Representative
 Ginny Green’80

 lhommeduphoto@aol.com

 Class Representatives
 Becky Hubbard’81

 b22hubbard@yahoo.com

 Tori Nordin
 vnordin@alphagraphics.com

’82  Class Representatives
 Dan and Tami (Mauriello) Stoffel
 stoffel.dan@gmail.com

 tstoffel@ca.rr.com

 Class Representative
 Tony White’83

 ajwhite90@gmail.com

Jonathan Glasoe, Santa Barbara, aka JRGla-
soe, Painter of California Light, was admit-
ted, through jury selection, to the Santa 
Barbara Arts Association in March. JRGla-
soe was selected as Artist/Small Business 
for the month of May at the downtown 

CHARACTER. COURAGE. DETERMINATION. 
Celebrate Cal Lutheran’s sports legacy.

ANNOUNCING THE 2014 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Dorian Stitt ’01 – Football

Mark Spearman ’84 – Men’s Tennis

Scott Johnson ’77 – Men’s Track & Field

Summer (Plante-Newman ’09) Tigert ’12 – Volleyball

Heather Worden ’06 – Women’s Cross Country 
                                         Women’s Track & Field

CLUSports.com/hof/ceremony

Alumni Association

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

35 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

30 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

Evan White ’06

White, an entrepreneur and master 
of marketing buzz, accepted his 
Outstanding Young Alumnus Award 
from the Alumni Association at Honors 
Day Convocation in Samuelson Chapel 
in April (and snapped this selfie).
 His entrepreneurial spirit was 
showing when he was a kid in the Pacific 
Northwest, where he built a leaf-raking 
and snow-shoveling business.
 White became involved with the 
Lutheran Youth Organization and 
traveled the country for leadership 
events. In high school, he created a job 
for himself in his church’s after-school 
daycare program and learned the value 
of playing while you work.
 At Cal Lutheran, he developed 
incredible relationships with faculty, 
staff and fellow students. He was 
crowned Freshmen Homecoming 
Prince and graduated with honors in 
communication marketing.
 Ever since, White has helped 
celebrities, brands and entrepreneurs 
use digital media. With his help, an 
online poker company purchased the 
naming rights to a town, a friend traded 
up from a single red paperclip to a 
house, and a litter of puppies made 
Ustream a household name. White built 
a company based on wearing T-shirts 
online and participated in the launch of 
the mobile video application Viddy. 
 Today, he runs Evan White PR. He 
has seen his projects featured on The 
Today Show and Good Morning America 
and in major newspapers and magazines. 
Best of all, he and his fiancée, Teresa, 
plan to marry this year.
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Jeffrey ’84 and Susan (Ahmann ’84) 
Ruby, Scottsdale, Arizona, on the Mount 
of Olives in February during a trip to the 
Holy Land.

Geology alumni gathered in the Mojave Desert north of Barstow in April to remem-
ber their classmate and friend, Jeff Hansen ’86, who died in January. They climbed to 
a plateau overlooking the Owl Canyon Campground to reminisce and say farewell to 
their comrade at a spot he loved. Standing, from left, are David Snyder ’84, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, Tom Lindros ’84, Newbury Park, former geology professor Charles Lane, 
Mike Perri ’84, Thousand Oaks, Jay Neuhaus, M.A. ’84, Aliso Viejo, former religion 
professor Fred Tonsing, Thousand Oaks; and kneeling are Mark Rickertsen ’83, North 
Hollywood, and John Stendahl ’84, Brea.

Mark your calendars! Join Cal Lutheran alumni and families in kicking off Kingsmen 
Football with weekend tailgates. Pay $7 cash at the door.

DATE TAILGATE KICK OFF THEME 
Sept. 12, Willamette   11:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m.  Paint It Purple  
   (Wear your Cal Lutheran purple)

Oct. 18, Pomona-Pitzer  11:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m. Paint It Purple  
   Homecoming & Family Weekend! 

Oct. 25, Chapman  6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Blackout  
   (Wear black to support the Kingsmen  
   as they black out Chapman!)

Nov. 8, Occidental 6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.  Celebrate Veterans

Nov. 15, La Verne 12:00 p.m. 1:00 p.m.  Final Home Game 
   Recognize 2015 Seniors

CAL LUTHERAN ALUMNI PRESENTS

FALL 2014 ALUMNI & FAMILY TAILGATES
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BIRTHS

Bennett Bays on Jan. 31, 2014, to Libby 
and Bret ’08 Bays.

Lauren Elizabeth Curtis on Feb. 4, 
2014, to Kristen (Sawtelle ’00) and 
Scott Curtis.

Leo Nicholas Weston Harman on 
March 2, 2014, to Dawn and Derek ’91 
Harman.

Kevin Pi Howland on April 9, 2013, and 
adopted on Jan. 16, 2014, by Donna 
(Argento ’93) and Daryl Howland.

Maverick August Murray on Oct. 10, 
2013, to Lindsay (Elliot ’05, MPPA ’07) 
and Joshua ’03, M.S. ’07, Murray.

MARRIAGES 

Alicia Jordan ’06 and Michael Witman 
on Oct. 12, 2013.

DEATHS

Jeffrey Hansen ’86 on Jan. 11, 2014.

Anna (Hurley ’90) Obot on Feb. 13, 
2013.M

IL
E

S
T

O
N

E
S

’85  Class Representative
 Diann (Colburn) Spencer
 galenaspencers@gmail.com

’86 Class Representative
Mario Rodrigez
mmrazr@verizon.net

’87 Class Representative
Franc Camara
franc_classrep@hotmail.com

Richard Roach, Mount Shasta, is Deputy 
Chief Probation Officer with the Siskiyou 
County Probation Department in Yreka. He 
joined the department as a senior probation 
officer in March 2012 and was promoted to 
deputy chief a year later.

’88 Class Representative
Debbie (Elliott) Sellers
debsell06@gmail.com

 Class Representative
 Janet (Ambuehl) Gardner’89

 gardnerrj@roadrunner.com

J’ne (Furrow) Byckovski, Austin, Texas, is 
Chief Actuary for the Texas Department of 
Insurance. She has three sons, 16, 15 and 12. 
The “soccer mom” manages the 16-year-old’s 
club team and is involved in the high school 
booster club.

 Class Representative
 Julie Donaldson-Prince’90

 jprince007@sbcglobal.net

Danika Dinsmore, Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, recently launched the third book in her 
children’s fantasy adventure series, Faerie Tales 
from the White Forest Book Three ~ Ondelle 
of Grioth. Her essay/writing exercise “Put it in 
Space” was published in the Now Write! Science 
Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror anthology.

’91 Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe
carelynne@me.com

Tina (Bumgarner, T.C.) Adams, Stanwood, 
Washington, teaches seventh grade at King’s 
Junior High, a private Christian school. She 
has two daughters, 19 and 16, and a son, 7, all 
born in May.

 Class Representatives
 Mark Marius
 mariusteam@mac.com

 Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe

’92

 garme@pacbell.net

 Class Representative
 Anne Christenson’93

 achristenson1@juno.com

 Class Representative
 Jeff Aschbrenner’94

 jasche@amgen.com 

 Class Representative
 Brian McCoy’95

 brianjmccoy@gmail.com

Deborah Elwell, Camarillo, retired from 
CLU in February after working “off and 
on” since 1995, including in the Financial 
Aid office and Health Services. She plans 
to relax, read, travel and volunteer.

Scott Mastroianni, T.C. ’02, Ventura, 
was named 2014 Educator of the Year by 
the Camarillo Chamber of Commerce 
in March. Scott is director of education 
at Casa Pacifica Centers for Children & 
Families and an adjunct professor at Azusa 
Pacific University.

 Class Representatives
 Desta (Ronning) Goehner
 destagoehner@gmail.com

 Chad McCloskey

’96

 cpmccloskey@gmail.com

Marj Funk-Pihl, Certificate of Advanced 
Theological Studies (PLTS), San Luis Obis-
po, is Assistant to the Bishop for Congrega-
tional Mission of the Southern California Syn-
od (ELCA) and also serves as the Director for 

Evangelical Mission. Before joining the synod 
office in May, she was senior pastor at Mount 
Carmel Lutheran Church in San Luis Obispo 
and previously was the associate pastor at 
First Lutheran of Richmond Beach in Shore-
line, Washington. Marj earned a Master of Bib-
lical Literature from Seattle Pacific University 
before getting her certificate at PLTS. She has 
been married to her husband, Marshall, for 28 
years and they have two children.

Desta (Ronning) Goehner, Camarillo, is 
Executive Assistant to the Bishop of the 
Southern California Synod (ELCA) and will 
also work in the area of faith formation. Desta, 
who assumed her new position the end of 
April, has been involved in synod and church-
wide ministries for many years and currently 
serves on the ELCA Youth Ministry Network 
Extravaganza planning team. She served as a 
youth minister at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Ventura and as a staff member for Lutheran 

Retreats, Camps & Conferences. Desta is 
a certified spiritual director and leads CLU 
Campus Ministry-sponsored monthly sessions 
on spiritual practices. She also serves as a CLU 
convocator. Desta and husband Erik, an ELCA 
pastor, have been married 15 years and have 
three children.

’97  Class Representative
 Dianne (Habring) Frehlich 
 dmhabring@yahoo.com

Veronica Garcia-Robles, Anstelveen, 
Netherlands, had an article titled “Protec-
tion from Afar” published in the Decem-
ber 2013 issue of Gather, the magazine of 
Women of the ELCA, and an article titled 
“Acting with Christian Audacity” published 
in the March 2014 issue.

 Class Representative
 Kari Gravrock’98

 kgravrock@aol.com

’99  Class Representative
 Colin Hanely
 colinseth@gmail.com

’00
 Class Representatives
 Sommer (Embree) Barwick
 sembree2002@yahoo.com

 Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
 psychkid2002@hotmail.com

 Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
 irene_moyer@hotmail.com

’01  Class Representatives
 Inga Magi
 ingamagi@gmail.com

 Angela (Namba) Rowley
 ang.rowley02@gmail.com 

Eric Stoffregen, Durham, North Carolina, will 
join Lewis-Clark State College in Lewiston, 
Idaho, in August as assistant professor of 
biology in the Division of Natural Sciences & 
Mathematics. He earned a Ph.D. in molecular 
and medical genetics at Oregon Health and 
Science University in 2011 and since has been 
a SPIRE Postdoctoral Scholar at University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He also has 
been an adjunct assistant professor at North 
Carolina Central University since January 2013. 
He and wife Cindy (Ham ’01) have a 4-year-
old daughter and a 1-year-old son.

’03
 Class Representatives
 Nicole Hackbarth
 nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

 Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
 katielinnae@yahoo.com

Sean Smith ’97, Moorpark, spent 16 days in India during February and March conducting 13 
motivational seminars, workshops and speaking events on various topics including parenting, 
being a young entrepreneur, getting rid of fears, and becoming a better speaker. He is pictured 
at Sathyabama University in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

25 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

20 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

15 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

Mark Franano ’98, Saugus, teaches biology at Golden Valley High School in Santa Clarita 
and is faculty adviser for the Paintball Club. He and some members of the club are pic-
tured at California Paintball Park in Castaic.

Heiden and Michelle (Chandler ’05) 
Bliss, Boise, Idaho, made it to Everest 
Base Camp, Himalayas, Nepal, in March. 
An adventure of a lifetime!

ALUMNI NEWS

Jason Carignan ’95, Thousand Oaks, 
recently formed Miravante Brands LLC, an 
independent brand development company 
for innovative wine and spirits products. 
The company launched its first product, 
Nuvino, a single-serve, premium wine in a 
pouch, in March with national distribution. 
Jason is co-founder of Vapur, maker of the 
widely used, eco-friendly Anti-Bottles, which 
have won numerous awards. He also serves 
on the board of the American Red Cross 
Ventura and is a former member of the 
CLU School of Management dean’s advi-
sory council.
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ALUMNI NEWS

dietetics from Florida State University in 
December. She was hired as a registered 
dietitian/nutritionist by South Georgia 
Medical Center in March.

Luke Woodward, Santa Monica, is a real 
estate agent with Coldwell Banker in 
Venice, and he “would love to help fellow 
alums find their next house.”

 Class Representatives
 Rosalyn (Sayer) Skelton
 princessrosalyn@gmail.com

 Wes Sullivan

’07

 wsulliv@callutheran.edu

’08
 Class Representatives
 Ariel Collins 
 acollins@callutheran.edu

 Katelyn Kruse
 kkruse@callutheran.edu

 Tiffany Slattum
 tslattu@callutheran.edu

 J.R. Wise
 wise8403@stthomas.edu

Bret Bays, Thousand Oaks, is a character 
technical director with Walt Disney Ani-
mation Studios. Last year, he worked on 
the Academy Award-winning film Frozen 
and the Academy Award-nominated short 
Get A Horse as technical animator and 
character rigger, respectively.

’09
Class Representative
Adam Erickson
aleerickson@yahoo.com

’10
Class Representatives
Ben Hogue
benjamin.hogue@gmail.com

Casey Kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com 

ReShai Tate
rtate@callutheran.edu

Lauren Amundson, MBA ’14, Thousand 
Oaks, completed her MBA with an 
emphasis in nonprofits and social 
enterprise in May and leaves in August for 
central Mexico, where she will spend 11 
months as a volunteer through the ELCA 
Young Adults in Global Mission program. 
Lauren has worked as assistant director 
of the CLU Annual Fund for the past two 
years. If you would like to receive her 
e-newsletter, email her at Amundson.
Lauren@gmail.com.

’11
Class Representatives
Kim Hamon 
khamon@callutheran.edu

Jesse Knutson 
knutson@callutheran.edu

Kristen Luna 
kluna@callutheran.edu

Erin Boettcher, Denver, Colorado, earned 
a master’s in international development 
and a certificate in global health affairs 
from the Josef Korbel School of Interna-
tional Studies at the University of Denver 
in June. She is director of Program Excel-
lence and Strategic Partnerships for the 
international NGO Arc Solutions.

Anna Meyer, Washington, D.C., earned 
dual master’s degrees in May – one in 
international affairs from American Univer-
sity and one in natural resources and sus-
tainable development from the University 
for Peace.

’12
Class Representatives
Bree Gibson
gibson@callutheran.edu

Sierra Ronning
scronning@gmail.com

Ryan Strand
ryantownsend18@gmail.com

’13
Class Representatives
Rebecca Cardone
rebeccacardone@gmail.com

Lauren Chiappetti
ld.chiappetti@gmail.com

Jesse McClain
jessejmcclain@gmail.com

5 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

Valentino Diaz, Mascoutah, Illinois, self-
published his first novel, Plutarchy, which is 
available in Kindle and print editions via his 
website www.valentinodiaz.com. He also 
has two short stories, “Longshot” and “Dia-
ry of a Working Stiff,” available as e-books.

Nicole Hackbarth, M.S. ’05, Toledo, Ohio, 
is manager of the Women’s Initiative at 
United Way of Greater Toledo.

’04 Class Representative
Holly (Halweg) Batstone
hollybatstone@gmail.com

Cory Hughes, La Habra, joined the 
Department of Defense as a purchas-
ing agent in May. He is assigned to the 
Defense Contract Audit Agency conduct-
ing contract audits in California, Oregon 
and Washington.

Terry Maulhardt, T.C., Oak View, aka Terry 
Madden, was a winner in the L. Ron Hub-
bard Writers and Illustrators of the Future 
contests for her short story “Animal.” The 
awards ceremony was held April 13 at the 
Wilshire Ebell Theatre in Los Angeles. The 
winners received a trophy, cash prizes and 
royalties, and their stories will be published 

in the L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future 
Volume 30. Terry, also a novelist and award-
winning screenwriter, has been writing since 
high school. She has a degree in biology and 
currently teaches high school chemistry and 
astronomy at Villanova Preparatory School 
in Ojai.

’05
Class Representatives
 Ryan Lisk
 ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

 Mark Nielsen
 kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

 Courtney Parks
 parks.courtney@gmail.com

Lindsey (Rarick) Carnett, Camarillo, is 
president and CEO of Marketing Maven. 
The PR firm was recognized as a finalist for 
the Best Facebook: Community Engage-
ment Award in PR News’ Social Media Icon 
Awards in April.

’06  Class Representative
 Amanda (Walker) Schaub  
 schaub.amanda@gmail.com

Sandra Hensley, Valdosta, Georgia, earned 
her Master of Science in nutrition and 

Alumni Board of Directors
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Brian McCoy ’95
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Janice (Thompson ’74) Filer
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Treasurer, Regent Representative

Erin (Rivers ’97) Rulon, MBA ’06 (At Large
Secretary

Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock 

Mike Calkins ’08 (At Large)

Amy (Downing ’06) Duarte
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Courtney Parks ’05, MBA ’09 (At Large)

Ally Ruggles ’15
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Senior Director

Stephanie Hessemer
Associate Director

Samantha Putnam

Assistant Director

Melanie Fishman
Administrative Assistant

10 Year 
R E U N I O N 

OCT 17 -19

’14 Lorie (LB) Tatum, Theological 
Education for Emerging Ministries 
(PLTS), was ordained and installed 

as pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in 
Los Angeles on March 23, with R. Guy 
Erwin, bishop of the Southwest California 
Synod, officiating. LB joined the synod 
office on a part-time basis in May as direc-
tor of African Descent Ministries and 
works with the ELCA’s Multicultural Minis-
tries of the Congregation and Synodical 
Mission Unit. LB is national president of the 
African Descent Lutheran Association.

Meghan (Allen ’11) Tarry (l), Simi Valley, 
and Bridgette Hariot ’11, Canoga Park, 
participated in the 5k at the Hollywood 
Run With the Stars on April 5. Bridgette 
visited the Great Wall of China last 
September.

Jessica Thompson ’11, MPPA ’13 (l), Simi 
Valley, and Jessica Seaton ’10, T.C. ’11, 
Bakersfield, attended the Grand Ole 
Opry in Nashville, Tennessee, in January. 
They also recorded two solos and a duet 
at the Ryman Recording Studio.
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CHANGE LIVES,  
INSPIRE LEADERS

“It was a huge relief when I found out that I had received a  

Presidential Scholarship. My family couldn’t fund my education, 

but Cal Lutheran gave me the freedom to choose my future.”

PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP
When you support Cal Lutheran’s 
Presidential Scholarship, you support the 
future of exceptional students like Salvador 
Brito. As a high school senior, Salvador was 
accepted to UC Berkeley and three other 
University of California campuses.

Ultimately, his dream of combining a love of 
psychology with science would find a home 
here at Cal Lutheran. And only a Presidential 
Scholarship, which covers the full cost of 
tuition, made that possible. Today, Salvador is 
conducting real-world research in the lab and 
building lifelong friendships on campus.

Help change lives. Learn more about  
student scholarship giving opportunities at 
www.CalLutheran.edu/giving.

Salvador Brito, Class of ’16 
Double Major: Biochemistry and Psychology 

Presidential Scholar 
Future Neurobiology Researcher

V O C A T I O N S

LINKSMultimedia additions and alumni 
news from around the Web COMING UP More reasons 

to visit campus
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Talk to the hands
As a massage therapist, I learn a lot about my clients’ pain. First, I had to help my dad through his.

By Jackie Jones ’12

When I was younger, I thought 
pain was just pain: you fell, you 
got cuts and bruises. But now, and 
especially since I became a massage 
therapist, I see that physical pain and 
emotional pain are tied together. 
 A lot of people talk to me during 
massage. I’ve had some people cry talking 
to me about their issues growing up. 
Sometimes people have a headache for, you 
know, no reason, and then you find out 
they’ve just lost a friend or family member. 
 I guess I always knew I wanted to be in 
the health field. But beyond that, I never really 
had an idea like, This is what I’m going to do. I 
thought about becoming a nurse like my mom. 
I also thought about being a PE teacher. I didn’t 
even know what a massage therapist was. 
 I found out I was good at massage because 
of my dad’s accident in 2002. Not long after my 
grandfather, his father, passed away, Dad took a fall 
that really could have killed him. He’s a big guy and 
fast, and he caught the football we were throwing 
before he slammed his head on the pavement. I was 
15, and it was so strange for my younger brothers 
and sister and me to see him taken away in an 
ambulance. 
 When he came home from the ICU at Los 
Robles, he was wearing a robe and looked different. 
He could hardly walk. My mom, a nurse, had to 
help him up the stairs. We’d go to school and come 
home, and he’d still be in bed. Every day we’d think, 
maybe he’ll get up. I could hear him moaning in pain, 
and I felt so bad. I didn’t know what to do.
 One day, I just went in there and massaged his 
neck. It seemed to relax him, so I just kept doing 
it. Later on, I’d watch TV with him, just kind of 
hang out. His eyes were closed a lot. I’d massage all 
through his upper neck, some nights for two hours. 
 I don’t really remember when he started to come 
back to being himself. He started walking to the 
bathroom. Eventually, he would walk down the 
stairs. It was really a slow process. 

 Massage was not the only thing that helped him, 
but it was one of the few things he had then. He 
was out of work for three months and had the loss 
of Grandpa Wayne on his mind. He didn’t eat that 
much because he’d lost his sense of taste and smell. 
One difference I see now is that he likes to eat more 
sweet food. 
 Later, at Cal Lutheran, I discovered how much I 
loved seeing the results of the work I was doing as a 
student athletic trainer. I would massage athletes who 
were injured, and I built confidence watching them 
get better. Even though I knew it wasn’t all because 
of me, their backs got better (softball, swimming), 
or their knees and shins (track) or calf muscles 
(basketball), or their rotator cuffs (baseball pitchers), 
necks and shoulders (football). I learned a lot from 
Kecia Davis, the head athletic trainer, who was 
always telling me something new about the body, 
and assistant trainer Cody Owens ’05, M.S. ’08.
 Now I have a few athletes as clients and a lot of 
Baby Boomers. I love listening to them tell how they 
got to where they are today. I like being a people 
person and a friend. That ties in really well with 
massage, and that’s why a lot of people like coming 
back.

Jackie Jones is a massage therapist at Elite Fitness Plus 
in Westlake Village.

When her father, Brett, was 
recovering from a serious accident, 
Jackie Jones discovered that she 
had a gift for massage. She said that 
the Bible verse 3 John 1:2 fits the 
profession: “Beloved, I pray that 
all may go well with you and that 
you may be in good health, as it 
goes well with your soul”  
(English Standard Version).
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Kingsmen Shakespeare Festival
Antony and Cleopatra
Friday through Saturday at 8 p.m.
July 18-20, July 25-27 and Aug. 1-3
Kingsmen Park
The professional theater company of Cal Lutheran sets Antony 
and Cleopatra’s tragic love story in the fascist world of the 1930s. 
Buy individual tickets at the door for $20, or make lawn box 
reservations in advance. Under 18 free. kingsmenshakespeare.org

PHYSICIANS, HEAL THE PROFESSION
In his Wall Street Journal opinion article, “A Doctor’s Declaration of 
Independence,” Daniel F. Craviotto Jr. ’79, an orthopedic surgeon in 
Santa Barbara, argues that it’s time to undo regulations that interfere 
with the doctor-patient relationship. “I personally spend two hours a 
day dictating and documenting electronic health records just so I can 
be paid and not face a government audit.” April 28 online.wsj.com

MALARIA CAMPAIGN BEATS 
GOAL BY $10,000
The Office of Campus Ministry has raised 
just over $25,000 in two years toward 
the ELCA Malaria Campaign, easily 
surpassing a goal of $15,000, after a student 
committee organized events including a 
Professor Variety Show. To learn about the 

worldwide campaign, visit the website below or follow the QR code 
to a video with Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Malawi. May 2 elca.org/malaria

VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOUR
Short videos on landmark buildings, undergraduate majors and 
Commencement 2014 are available now.  
youtube.com/user/CalLutheran

Workers prepare a set in a file 

photo. The Kingsmen Shakespeare 

Company received a $126,659 

endowment from the estate of 

religion professor Jarvis Streeter 

H’13, who was president of its 

board. 
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HOMECOMING & FAMILY WEEKEND
OCTOBER 17-19, 2014

Come home to Cal Lutheran. Visit callutheran.edu/homecoming for more information.

Ullman Commons Dedication  •  Student Carnival  •  Family Festival  •  50th Reunion Celebrations  
Coach Shoup Statue Dedication  •  Athletics  •  Choral Concert  •  Reunions for 4s & 9s  •  Loop da Lu 5K
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