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Brian Stethem ’84
This summer, Mark Covert, M.A. ’78, 
concluded his national-record streak 
of running at least one mile a day for 
45 years. He is now a championship 
cross-country coach at Antelope Valley 
College, where he ended the streak and 
where this photo was taken. “I’m still 
getting a few emails a week from people 
who have just learned that the streak is 
over. I’m shocked that so many people 
were touched or inspired by this. All I 
did was go for a run,” he said.
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In 2006In 2006, the same year that he enrolled in 
his online master’s program, Vince Scar-
pinato, MBA ’10, his wife, Lisa, and their 
daughter, Taylor, began the earnest dinner-
table conversations that soon would lead 
to the founding of Kitchen on the Street 
(KOS), a nonprofit dedicated to alleviating 
hunger, especially among schoolchildren. 
 The organization distributes backpacks 
of nutritious food on Fridays, year-round, 
to about 1,300 kids at 22 schools in 
Phoenix and, now that one of Scarpinato’s 
co-workers is involved, to another 200 
children in San Antonio schools. As the 
Scarpinatos were once astounded to learn, 
the “bags of hope” are often the only food 
these children get on the weekend.
 Corporations, churches and hundreds 
of volunteers support KOS, and last year 
it received a $100,000 grant from the 
Arizona Diamondbacks baseball team for 
a mobile food truck. The truck is used 
for cooking demonstrations and brings in 
revenue for the “bags of hope” program. 
 Meanwhile, the Scarpinatos have found 
the sense of purpose they were seeking 
around the dinner table. Lisa ultimately 
quit her job as an aviation claims adjuster 
to become KOS’s full-time CEO. Taylor, 20, 
is also interested in a career in nonprofit 
management. Vince, who manages a team 
of financial advisers for USAA (United 
Services Automobile Association), was 
recognized by the Fortune 500 employer 
as 2013 Volunteer of the Year.
 All in all, the work is gratifying. Volun-
teers keep returning to KOS to ask what 
more they can do.
  “People can’t help enough,” Vince said. 

“You see kids with 
better attendance, 
better grades, less 
behavior problems, 
better health. You 
see these numbers, 
and it’s like, wow, 
that’s just from kids 
getting food on the 
weekends.”
 For all that KOS 
has been able to 
accomplish, Vince 
Scarpinato cannot help noticing that the 
need never goes away. He is not comfort-
able with giving away food, he said, if giving 
creates the expectation that free food 
will always be available. He dislikes the 
sound of publicity for food banks that cites 
growth in the numbers of people served.
 “Kitchen on the Street doesn’t do that. 
Our objective is to have less kids needing 
food,” he said. “What we’re trying to fig-
ure out is, what does ‘done’ look like? How 
do we put ourselves out of business?”
 As an MBA student, Scarpinato learned 
more about how businesses seek new 
patrons than about how a nonprofit can 
shed them. Nevertheless, he is now using 
principles that he learned through his MBA 
emphasis in financial planning to rethink 
the fight against hunger. 
 This year, KOS is piloting a community-
asset-based program in Phoenix, known 
as Market on the Street, in an attempt 
not only to bring fresh food into “food 
deserts,” but also to establish an emergen-
cy fund for people in poor communities 
without markets.

 Think of it as a “small, little investment 
company,” Scarpinato said. The initial 
capital comes from donations of rescued 
food, crops that otherwise would have 
been thrown away, plowed underground 
or fed to animals. KOS delivers the food to 
the makeshift market, sells it for $1 or $2 a 
bag, and puts the proceeds into a fund that 
can help community members to survive 
a “life event” such as an illness or a major 
repair. With matching funds from corpora-
tions and individuals, the pot will be big 
enough to draw on.
 “This is for people who just want to 
start to put a few bucks away, so that if 
junior needs a tooth pulled, they have the 
money for it,” Scarpinato explained. Bor-
rowers would have to pay the money back 
in a fixed period, at no interest.
 With the community-asset model, 
Scarpinato hopes to avoid shortcomings 
of some aid programs. Taking money from 
outside of the community can create a 
culture of dependence, he said, and loans 
between neighbors create enemies, not a 
sense of solidarity.
 “These people have to start to depend 
on one another in times of need, and that 
doesn’t mean loaning money to each other 
or going to the pawn shop,” he said. “We’ll 
know we’re making an impact when we 
see less kids who actually need food.”  

Learn more about KOS at www.kitchenon-
thestreet.org. CLU-trained financial planners 
who are willing to donate time to help poor 
communities are invited to contact Scarpinato 
at info@kitchenonthestreet.org.

Investing in hope

“What we’re 
trying to figure 

out is, what 
does ‘done’ 

look like? How 
do we put our-

selves out of 
business?”
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Multimedia professor Tim 
Hengst ’72 wins a lifetime 
achievement award for his 

work as a medical illustrator.
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Eye spy

For nine years

A tri-scope in an ophthalmological operating room at Johns Hopkins gives Hengst (r), a surgeon 
and a surgical assistant the same view of the back of a patient’s eye. Hengst’s medical illustrations 
begin with pencil sketches, which he later scans into a computer and manipulates with software.

For nine years in the ’70s and ’80s, Tim Hengst ’72 
wore scrubs and carried a sketchpad to operating 
rooms to get to know the world of the eye. After earn-
ing his fine art degree at CLU, he launched his career 
as a medical illustrator and teacher at Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine. 
 During 38 years as an illustrator, Hengst – who 
is also a CLU multimedia professor and chair of his 
department – has filled more than 50 textbooks with 
interior views of the body: ankles and shoulders, heart 
surgery, facelifts and breast augmentations. At this 
year’s Association of Medical Illustrators meeting in Salt 
Lake City, he received a Lifetime Achievement Award, 
the highest honor conferred by the association.

 There’s no anatomy more complex than the eye, 
Hengst’s specialty. “The only way to really appreciate it 
is to look at it in a live situation,” he said.
 Because Hengst’s drawings are teaching tools, he 
flattens the anatomy into two-dimensional views that 
ophthalmological students must learn to read. 
 In recent years, Hengst has returned to fine art as a 
hobby, using his photographs, sketches and Photoshop 
skills to make digital abstractions, some of which he has 
exhibited in regional art shows.   

The cross-sections at right show the removal of 
vitreous gel from the middle of the eye to repair a 
detached retina, a procedure that can restore sight. 4 An aspiration needle with a flexible tip, seen at right, 

vacuums the rest of the fluid out from behind the retina. 
The surgical team also replaces the PFO with air to 
restore normal pressure in the eye. 

1 With the area illuminated using a light cannula, the tiny 
flashlight at left, the surgeon uses a small tool to cut up 
and suction out the vitreous gel. 2 Once most of the gel has been removed, a heavy liquid 

called perfluorooctane (PFO) is inserted into the cavity 
to press the retina back against the eye wall. 

3 As the retina settles back in place, the surgeon removes 
the flap of a retinal tear.
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The Rev. Mark Hanson (l),  
then the presiding bishop 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA), 
officiated Sept. 21 as the Rev. 
Guy Erwin became the fourth 
bishop of the Southwest Cali-
fornia Synod. For 13 years until 
this fall, Erwin was a professor 
of religion and history at CLU 
and the Gerhard and Olga J. 
Belgum Professor of Lutheran 
Confessional Theology. 
 The installation of Bishop 
Erwin was a historic moment 
for gays in the Lutheran church 
as well as Erwin’s community 
of Osage Indians in Oklahoma. 
In attendance at the ceremony 
in Kingsmen Park were the 
first openly gay bishops of the 
Episcopal church: the Rt. Rev. 
Gene Robinson, retired, and 
the Rt. Rev. Mary Glasspool.

New and approved:  
It’s not ADEP anymore

The CLU undergraduate 
program that is designed for 
working adults 25 and older 
who often have completed 
some college will add a 
communication major next 
year and, in a first, hire three 
dedicated, full-time faculty 
members.
    This year, the program, 
formerly known as the Adult 
Degree Evening Program, has 
a new name: the Bachelor’s 
Degree for Professionals. It 
continues to offer evening and 
online courses in Woodland 

Hills, Thousand Oaks and Oxnard. The professionals program was 
founded in 1985 with about 55 students and now has more than 
2,000 alumni.
 In September, the program honored an alumnus and two 
educators for their dedication. California Credit Union president 
and CEO Ron McDaniel ’88, a CLU regent, received the 
outstanding alumni award (see Page 37), while associate professor 
Paul Witman (pictured) and lecturer John Crenshaw were 
recognized by the program as outstanding full-time and part-time 
faculty allies, respectively.   

Historic installation of ELCA bishop in Kingsmen Park
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Graduate students and undergrads in the Bachelor’s Degree 
for Professionals program are seeing expanded services, with 
expectations high for growth in both populations.
 Many students did not know they had access to campus health 
services with $10 co-pays, according to Jason Peplinski, a CLU 
doctoral student who, as chair of the recently created Graduate 
and Professional Student Council (GPSC), has a seat and a vote 
on the Board of Regents. There are also counseling services and 
new, more convenient block meal plans. 
 The Writing Center and Student Life are hiring staff to serve 
the students and GPSC, and Campus Ministry sets aside special 
hours for prayer and reflection at centers in Oxnard and 
Woodland Hills. This year, the first graduate student club formed, 
focusing on wellness. (Above, international graduate students 
attend fall orientation.)  

With more than a 100-student increase among traditional 
undergraduates over last fall, total student enrollment stands 
at an all-time high of 4,282 at CLU’s campuses from Woodland 
Hills to Santa Maria. In the spring semester, the University 
expects to add about 80 graduate students at Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Berkeley (see Page 18).
 After crunching the numbers, administrators are crediting 
this year’s gains largely to efforts at student retention that 
began just five years ago. That was when CLU brought on 
its first director of retention, longtime staff member Angela 
(Moller ’96) Naginey, M.S. ’03, to follow up on alerts from 
faculty members about students’ struggles with money, grades 
and personal or family issues.
 “Nobody was going after these people in an organized 
way,” said Naginey, who sits down face-to-face with students 
whenever possible to identify the core concerns. 
 The following year, in 2009, CLU launched its 4 to Finish 
program, which guarantees graduation in four years to 
students who declare their majors early on and meet other 
responsibilities specified in a contract. Beyond the four-year 
limit, CLU picks up the remaining tuition and fees.  

Enrollment hits a new record

Letter to the editor

Election of bishop signals change for the better

Changes in civil rights are 
often very slow to occur, 
so I was delighted to read 
about the election of 
the Rev. Dr. Guy Erwin, 
a faculty member at Cal 
Lutheran, as bishop of 
the Southwest California 
Synod of the ELCA and 
the ELCA’s first openly gay 
bishop (see photo below 
and “Religion professor 
elected ELCA bishop,” 
Page 13, August 2013).
 How things have 
changed in 12 years.
 In 2001, a former Cal 
Lutheran faculty member, the Rev. Paul Egertson, was forced to 
resign with a month left in his term as bishop for the very same 
synod because he had overseen the ordination of an openly lesbian 
candidate.

 I only met Bishop Egertson once, when he visited with 
parishioners of a number of Antelope Valley churches early in 
his term, but he told many of us about his support for LGBT 
ordinations, in part due to the fact that his own openly gay son, 
Greg (CLU ’78), was denied ELCA ordination after graduating from 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley.
 As a Cal Lutheran alum and the proud father of a Cal Lutheran 
senior who believes in equal rights for all, I pray for a time when the 
issue of sexual preference won’t be an issue in any area of life.

Gerald M. “Gerry” Price ’68
Lancaster, Calif.

Corrections to August 2013 issue

Campus Highlights: The violinists pictured on Page 10 are Melissa 
Walker (l) and Rebecca Cardone ’13. Walker was misidentified.

Class Notes: The photo caption at the top of Page 31 should have 
identified Patty (Hurd) Perry as a member of the Class of 1967. 
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The Alumni Association organized this year’s Painting of the 
Rocks on Labor Day during New Student Orientation.
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Gallegly fellowships help two to stay for MPPAs
The long-serving congressman has launched a fundraising campaign for the Elton and Janice Gallegly Center for 
Public Service and Civic Engagement, which also aims to bring visiting scholars and host public events.

Full-tuition graduate fellowships awarded under a new CLU 
center for public service came around just in time for Nina 
Kuzniak ’13 to continue her education at CLU, instead of mov-
ing away for a master’s in public policy program and possibly 
picking up additional college debt.
 “Because my graduate research is a spinoff of my under-
graduate research, I am able to continue using the local com-
munity resources that I tapped into – the organizations that 
I spoke with and became almost friends with,” said Kuzniak, 
who is looking into how sex education affects young women’s 
perceptions of and access to health care. 
 One of the first two Gallegly Fellows, Kuzniak plans to 
complete all of her coursework and write a required thesis to 
earn a Master of Public Policy and Administration by the end 
of summer. 
 Zachary Zabo ’13, a Gallegly Fellow and co-valedictorian 
of his CLU class, is on the same tight schedule as he pursues 
research on local civic engagement and the Los Angeles neigh-
borhood council system. He discovered that a master’s degree 
was a virtual requirement when applying for jobs in local 
government agencies, where he hopes to become an adminis-
trator or political adviser.
 At an Oct. 3 gala dinner at the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library, former Rep. Elton Gallegly launched a fundraising campaign 
for the Elton and Janice Gallegly Center for Public Service and Civic 
Engagement. In addition to more student scholarships, future plans 
for the nonpartisan center include providing public affairs research 
grants and bringing in visiting scholars and speakers.

 In coming years, Gallegly Fellows will be selected early enough 
to get a head start on the MPPA during their fourth year of 
undergraduate study, putting them on a fast track to the advanced 
degree five years after starting college.   

To learn more about supporting the Gallegly Center, call 805-493-
3158 or visit www.callutheran.edu/gallegly.

If you’re the sort of person who feels ashamed about everything you 
don’t know about art, then this quiz, honestly, can’t do you much 
good. But Madelynn Dickenson’s new book might. An art historian 
who taught survey courses in Chicago before joining the CLU Pear-
son Library staff as a circulation supervisor, Dickenson has written 
The Handy Art History Answer Book (Visible Ink Press). The book is 
a rapid education in major art pieces, artists and movements from 
around the world, with fun digressions. Don’t look for it before you 
answer; this quiz is not open-book. Answers are on Page 43.

1 Leonardo da Vinci’s skill in what painting technique is behind the 
mysterious smoky eyes and curling mouth of the Mona Lisa?

  A chiaroscuro
  B color-field painting
  C encaustic painting
  D sfumato

2 Which of these is not clearly part of the idea of beauty of the 
Yoruba people (West Africa)?

  A Smooth, delicate surfaces, and slightly rounded features
  B Balance of the real with the abstract
  C Emphasis on narrative storytelling and strong emotions
  D Youthful liveliness balanced with calm maturity

3 Larger than London between 800 and 1500 A.D., the city 
of Cahokia was located in what is now ________________ 
during the ________________ Period. Aligned to the sun, a 
monumental earthen mound there might have been used as an 
observatory.

  A Illinois … Mississippian
  B the Yucatan Peninsula … Early Postclassic
  C Indonesia … Medang
  D Easter Island … Pre-European

4 Match the artist with their work!
  A American Gothic 1 Rembrandt Van Rijn
  B The Night Watch 2 Picasso 
  C Guernica 3 Georgia O’Keeffe
  D Cow’s Skull: Red, White, and Blue 4 Grant Wood

5 A ziggurat is a raised, mountain-like temple created in what 
ancient region?

  A Ancient Egypt
  B Ancient China
  C Ancient Africa
  D Ancient Near East

6 Which of the following works of art is not a sculpture?
  A Maman by Louise Bourgeois
  B The Girl with the Pearl Earring by Vermeer
  C David by Michelangelo 
  D The Thinker by Auguste Rodin

7  Which Japanese artist created the famous woodblock print  
The Great Wave at Kanagawa in the 19th century?

  A Katsushika Hokusai
  B Suzuki Harunobu
  C Ando Hiroshige
  D Kitagawa Utamaro

8 When was photography invented?
  A 15th century
  B 20th century
  C 18th century
  D 19th century

9  How many highly regarded court painters and professional 
artists of the Renaissance in Italy and Northern Europe were 
women?

  A None, though women had careers as amateurs
  B Perhaps a dozen, but few of their works survive
  C About 30 whom we can name today
  D More than 100 whom we can name today

10.The five peaks of what structure symbolize Mount Meru, a 
sacred mountain in Buddhist, Hindu and Jain mythology?

  A The Ananda temple
  B Angkor Wat 
  C The Ishtar Gate
  D The Taj Majal

Expanding on 
work that she 
began as an 
undergraduate, 
Nina Kuzniak 
’13 is using local 
contacts to 
research and write 
her MPPA thesis. 
She and Zachary 
Zabo ’13 are the 
first two Gallegly 
Fellows.

Art history gotcha game
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Historian Leonard S. Smith’s “incredibly 
lucky” life included 29 years of teaching 
at CLU, from 1969 to 1998, and the 
publication of books on Lutheran 
intellectual history and historiography in 
his last years. In 2009, he and his wife, 
Sharon, celebrated 50 years of marriage 
and gave thanks again for four children, 
their spouses and four grandchildren. He 
died on Aug. 8 at the age of 81. 
 “Most things in life happen to you, and 
you don’t decide your own fate, usually,” 

Smith said in an interview last year. He added, “Myself, I believe 
that the good Lord looks out after drunks, babies and Leonard 
Smith…. Somebody’s been looking out after me. Most people 
feel that. I’ve felt it my whole life.”
 Because his father was the Rev. A. Leonard Smith, pastor of 
a big Swedish Lutheran congregation in tiny Stanton, Iowa, the 

younger Leonard had contemplated becoming a Lutheran pastor. 
Although he didn’t take that direction, he mentioned it to the 
president of small, two-year Luther College in Wahoo, Neb., who 
advised him that he therefore needed three years of German, 
two years of Greek and a history major. 
 “That decided my life,” he said.
 In the Army in 1954 after four years of college, Smith became 
the clerk responsible for correspondence at the headquarters of 
his infantry division in Germany. His interest in German culture 
and history deepened. 
 His dissertation adviser at Washington University in St. Louis 
helped him to get a two-year Fulbright Fellowship to study from 
1962 to 1964 at the University of Gottingen, “which at that time 
was the best university in Germany in the field of history and had 
the best library.” Smith conducted archival research for his 
dissertation in both West and East Berlin and communist East 
Germany.   

In Memoriam
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Man about 
Southland
Hüicho Lé (aka Luis Peña 
’12) makes fresh pencil 
strokes on a large draw-
ing hung on campus for 
the exhibit Southland: 
Drawings from Southern 
California. At about the 
time the Kwan Fong 
exhibit was closing, on 
Nov. 16, he began an 
anticipated four months’ 
stay as a studio artist at 
the Carnegie Art Mu-
seum in his home town 
of Oxnard. He is a U.S. 
Marine and member of 
Ventura County’s Mixtec 
community.

Fresh off of winning this year’s $1,500 prize from Chicago-based 
Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC) for the Best Overall Campaign to 
promote cooperation among students of different religions or no 
religion at all, Interfaith Allies at CLU is making its presence felt on 
and beyond campus. In the words of biochemistry and art double-
major Shireen Ismail, who is Muslim, the group works “toward hu-
man goals that will benefit everyone” on issues from homelessness 
to water consumption.

 The students promote interfaith understanding at monthly din-
ners and on visits to religious sites. Outside by the flagpoles this fall, 
seniors Eric Fruth and Wes Tierney (pictured, at left) yelled out trivia 
questions and passed out books and T-shirts. People can almost 
always name three pillars of Islam, but not five, said Tierney, an 
atheist and an officer with the Secular Student Alliance. Passers-by 
also struggled to identify Hindu religious texts and the seven Roman 
Catholic sacraments. 
 In addition to prize money, the national award included three 
free registrations for CLU students at IFYC leadership institutes. 
Last year, five students and three faculty members attended with a 
grant from the Vesper Society. 
 As part of the winning campaign, the Interfaith Allies joined with 
other Lutheran universities in the nonprofit organization Water 
to Thrive’s push to spread awareness about the global water crisis 
and raise money to build wells in rural Africa. The CLU water-wise 
campaign culminated with a weeklong challenge to students to 
track their water use and consumption, drink only tap water, and 
donate the money they would have spent on other beverages to 
build a well in Ethiopia.
 The students say their issue-oriented goals emerge from discus-
sions about their Mormon, Sikh, secular humanist and other values. 
 “My personal goal is that deep discussions that have their roots 
in people’s cultural background and faith tradition, or lack thereof, 
can happen anywhere…that interfaith discussion becomes a norm 
on campus,” said Ismail, who spent one morning this fall posting 
Polaroid photos showing people with whiteboards on which they 
had written notes about their deepest beliefs. “That’s what I would 
like to see.”  

SPORTS

Cortney Jordan ’13 won 
three gold, one silver 
and two bronze medals 
for the USA at the 2013 
IPC Swimming World 
Championships in Quebec, 
Canada, from Aug. 12 to 
18. Jordan was a Top 30 
honoree for this year’s 
NCAA Woman of the 
Year award and the first 
Paralympic student-athlete 
to be recognized in the 
award’s 23-year history.

Statistically, forget about it. No one 
knows the odds of hitting a hole-in-one on 
a par-4, a single-swing feat that has been 
recorded just one time in the history of 
the PGA Tour, in 2001. 
 On Sept. 29 at the Embry-Riddle 
Invitational in Prescott, Ariz., when junior 
transfer student Jenna Gimbel smacked 
the first hole-in-one in CLU history, she 
put herself not two shots under par, 
but three shots to the good. This is also 
known as a double-eagle, or albatross, 
and is harder to pull off as an ace on a 
par-4 hole than in two shots on a par-5. 
To get a sense of how often it happens, 
well, again, we don’t know. Just picture 
a hurricane passing through Hertford, 
Hereford and Hampshire all in one day.
 “As the reality set in that it was not a 
joke, tears came to my eyes and I gave my 
coach a huge high-five! I couldn’t stop 
smiling!” wrote Gimbel in an email. “After 
that hole I was five under par through my 
next 10 holes.”  

The volleyball team went 16-0 in league 
play to win a fourth consecutive Southern 
California Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence (SCIAC) title.
 Although the team has stars, its trade-
mark is balance. Both Kylie McLogan and 
Jackie Russell ’13, now a master’s student, 
aced from the service line all season. McLo-
gan set a new career kills mark, now with 
1,243, and led this year’s squad with 364, 
but Allie Eason and Pua Mo’okini-Oliveira 
had 272 and 201. Defensively, Eason had a 
team-leading 303 digs, while McLogan and 
Kennedy Peters had more than 200. Lauren 
Rohach and Hayley Tamagni, the main 
stoppers with 76 and 74 blocks, also had 
teammates right behind them.
 The Regals soccer team likewise cap-
tured its fourth straight SCIAC title, with a 

4-1 victory over Pomona-Pitzer on the final 
day of the regular season. Kristina Hulse led 
not just the Regals but the league in a point 
total combining her goals, 14, and assists, 10. 
Taylor Will was right behind with 12 goals 
and three assists. The senior backfield duo 
of Stephanie Gilbert and Anna Medler, along 
with midfielder Bailey Marquez, have been 
part of championships each year they have 
suited up for CLU. 
 Placing fourth, Kingsmen soccer ad-
vanced to the SCIAC Postseason Tourna-
ment for the second time (2007).
 Melissa Skiba became CLU’s second 
SCIAC individual women’s cross-country 
champion and the conference’s Runner of 
the Year after winning the SCIAC Champi-
onships on Nov. 2, outkicking the field by 
almost 20 seconds.  

CLU wins top Interfaith Youth award Gimbel hits rarest 
shot in golf
Not just an albatross –  
a par-4 hole-in-one

Gimbel hits another, more 
routine shot at the course in 
Prescott, Ariz.

Volleyball, Regals soccer, Skiba win SCIAC

Log on to www.clusports.com for the latest news and postseason results.K
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Jackie Russell ’13 has 
returned to the court to 
continue her assault on 
the CLU assists record, 
which sits at 4,440 with 
705 this season.
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Is “common sense” 
endangering 
our 
planet

?
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Q&A

A lot of things keep people from understanding just how bad the 
global climate crisis is. One of them may be the way the human 
mind works, says professor of philosophy Xiang Chen.

OK, we know that some people don’t want us to worry about the planet warming 
up. They spend a lot of money to keep people confused about climate change. So my 
question is, why do we need another explanation for the public’s poor understanding 
of this issue?

Because there is more to it. Everybody agrees there are misconcep-
tions about climate change. Right now, we need to understand what 
the causes are behind all of the misconceptions. Political scientists can 
identify some of the causes. Moral philosophers can identify others. I 
identify myself as a philosopher of science specialized in cognitive psy-
chology. I’m trying to find, from a cognitive perspective, the psychologi-
cal causes or sources of the problem. 

What about good old denial?

Aside from denial of climate change, there is also a kind of reluctance – 
the “wait-and-see” approach – that is very popular and very difficult to 
correct. 
 For example, they conducted an experiment at the Sloan Busi-
ness School at MIT. This is a top school, and all of the students are 
very smart. They asked the students, hypothetically, if we completely 
stopped emitting carbon dioxide, how would global temperature 
respond? More than a half of the students said that the temperature 
would immediately begin to drop. They had an illusion that the climate 
would respond immediately and that we can afford a “wait-and-see” 
approach to the crisis. But that was wrong. According to one estimate, 
even if carbon dioxide emissions dropped to zero today, global tem-
perature would continue to rise for about three decades.

 Aside 
from denial 

of climate 
change, there 

is also a kind of 
reluctance – the 

“wait-and-see”  
approach.  
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“It was love at first sight! We had just moved from 
Portland to Thousand Oaks. Rene discovered California 
Lutheran College while on a run. He encouraged me 
to check it out…I immediately enrolled as a student 
studying business, marketing, communication and the 
arts. We support California Lutheran University now 
and in our estate plan because my experience here, the 
professors here changed my life and inspired my career 
path. Rene likes to say ‘he got more out of my education 
than he did out of his own.’ Dr. Mathews, in particular, 
did things that motivated me; his energy was contagious. 
He visited my Business 101 class fired up and said ‘I am 
giving 110 percent and I expect the same from each of 
you!’ We support this special place because we believe 
the students here get the same personal attention, quality 

education and inspiration to pursue their dreams that I 
did while I was here.”

GayLyn Talbot recently finished her 12th year as a 
member of the CLU Board of Regents and says that she 
is grateful for the experience. The University salutes 
and thanks you, GayLyn, for your amazing leadership, 
enthusiasm and generosity.

Orville Dahl Society 
Office of Estate and Gift Planning  
California Lutheran University 
805-493-3166 

The Orville Dahl Society was established to honor those 
who provide for the University in their estate. It was named 
in recognition of CLU’s founding president, Orville Dahl, who 
gave life to CLU (then CLC). His many accomplishments include 
establishing CLEF – the parent organization responsible for 
developing the college’s master plan. As envisioned by Dahl, a key 
element to fulfillment of our mission is the continued growth of 
the University’s endowment. GayLyn and Rene share that vision.

The Orville Dahl Society gives everyone the opportunity to 
carry on Dr. Dahl’s work. Membership in the society is open 
to all who have made some form of estate or deferred gift 
commitment of any amount to CLU.

If you believe that you qualify for membership or would like 
information on how to become a member of the Orville Dahl 
Society, please call the Office of Estate and Gift Planning at  
805-493-3166 or visit our website at www.clugift.org.

www.clugift.org

GayLyn Talbot and Rene Pharisien 
invest in CLU’s future

 Later, they lectured the 
students for a couple of 
weeks on systems dynamics 
theory. They explained that 
in all complex systems –  the 
climate is a typical complex 
system – it’s impossible for 
that kind of response to hap-
pen immediately. At the end 
of the semester, they gave 
the students another test to 
see if this had a lasting effect 
on attitudes. It did not. There 
was no significant change in 
the results.

Wow. Why not?

One of the reasons, I argue, 
is that we human beings have 
defects in our cognitive ca-
pacity. We are not perfect. 
 Basically, whenever we 
are confronted with some-
thing new, we first try to understand the new entity as an object. 
This can cause all kinds of confusion if the entity is not an object, 
something like a chair or a coffee mug.

How do you know that people think this way?

My research is in a way different from traditional philosophi-
cal studies. I build my arguments on cognitive psychology, and 
cognitive psychology is science. They conduct experiments to 
check their ideas. They have learned that the ability to understand 
objects is one of the first cognitive abilities humans develop. Even 
4-month-old babies understand some basic properties of objects. 
 Another entity, besides objects, is process. A meeting or a 
conversation is a process. It exists, right? It’s real, as real as you 
and me. Well, we need about six years of cognitive development 
before we understand process. It is not innate, and it’s compli-
cated.
 Process is totally different from any object. Not only can a pro-
cess have several different properties, but two processes can oc-
cur in the same space at the same time. That’s not the case with 
objects, and everyone knows it. Therefore we have a children’s 
game about two persons not being able to occupy the same chair.
 So we have this tendency, whenever possible, to try to under-
stand something new as an object. We are armed with the capac-
ity, so why don’t we use it first? If that doesn’t work, then maybe 
it’s a process, but only later. I call this tendency our “object bias.”

Are there any simple examples?

The best-documented examples would be in science education. 
If you talk to any professor of physics, one of the most terrible 
misconceptions that students have is to think of heat as an object. 
This mistake is very hard to correct. 

What does it mean to think of heat as an object? 

To think of “heat” as an object, a thing like a ping pong ball, is an 
idea popular around the 17th century. A consequence of this ma-
terial notion of heat is confusion between heat and temperature, 
so that heat is something you measure with a thermometer. The 
hotter an object is, the more “heat” it contains. Common sense, 
right? Well, that’s not how heat works.
 Because of this misconception, most people never consider 
the role of oceans in the process of global warming. The ocean 
is cool, right? You never associate the ocean with heat. Actually, 
the oceans are a key player. Oceans cover more than 70 percent 
of the surface of the Earth and have about 1,000 times the heat 
capacity of the atmosphere.  Over the last 50 years, the heat 

content of the oceans has 
increased from the surface 
down to depths of 1,000 
meters. Even if today we stop 
emitting carbon dioxide, the 
oceans are already a fraction 
of a degree hotter and will 
continue to release heat into 
the atmosphere. 

So, if what you’re saying 
is true, people are wired 
to misunderstand this 
issue. How are we sup-
posed to tackle a prob-
lem like that?

That’s how my work will 
pay off. If we can identify 
the cause, there’s always a 
solution. Even if we cannot 
eliminate the problem, we can 
reduce it to a minimum. Still, 
the experiment I mentioned 

reminds us that this is not easy. We have to find the right kind of 
education.
 The greater problem is if we don’t fully understand the causes. 
Then whatever we do, we just waste our time.   

 Because  
of this 
misconception, 
most people 
never consider 
the role of 
oceans in the 
process of 
global  
warming. 

 If you talk to  
any professor of 

physics, one of 
the most terrible 
misconceptions 

that students 
have is to think 

of heat as an 
object. 
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AN ENORMOUS 
LIVING TRADITION 

I did not grow up Lutheran, 
so the travel seminar introduced me to “enormous Luther” – his 
earthy language, his larger-than-life presence. He became real to 
me when he had just been, well, in many ways, Gumby. 
 What I discovered wasn’t entirely easy. Martin Luther was not 
an easygoing character and shared many of the tragic intolerances 
of his century. But he also pushed those around him to move be-
yond their comfort zones to create, with community at the center 
of their awareness, a better world. 
 He was a great champion of public education for children – 

boys and girls, across class lines – long 
before that was accepted in Western 
Europe. As he pointed out in his Ad-
dress to the Councilmen of Germany 
in 1524: 

Now the welfare of a city does not 
consist solely in accumulating vast 
treasures, building mighty walls and 
magnificent buildings, and producing 
a goodly supply of guns and armor. 
Indeed, where such things are plenti-
ful – and reckless fools get control of 
them – [it is so much the worse for 
everyone]. A city’s best and greatest 
welfare, safety, and strength consist 
rather in its having many able, 
learned, wise, honorable, and well-
educated citizens.

 And what kind of education 
did Luther have in mind? He was a 
champion of the liberal arts – before 
that, too, was a common priority. As 
he continues in his Address to the 
Councilmen:

I would have [students] study not 
only languages and history, but also 
singing and music together with the 
whole of mathematics.... How I 
regret now that I did not read more 
poets and historians, and that no 
one taught me them!

Luther’s goal with this curriculum was to move his people to 
understand the world beyond the limits of their own town walls. 
He argued that if “children were instructed” by quality faculty:

They would then hear of the doings and sayings of the entire world, 
and how things went with various cities, kingdoms, princes, men 
and women. Thus, they could in a short time set before themselves 
as in a mirror the character, life, counsels, and purposes – successful 
and unsuccessful – of the whole world from the beginning.

 Luther was not the only Lutheran we encountered in Germany 
during the seminar who made a difference. 
 There was August Hermann Francke, founder of the Francke 
House, committed to educating children of all abilities; 
 There were the Lutheran pastors Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Paul 
Schneider, who died in concentration camps for their commit-
ment to the value of human life; 
 There were the citizens of the GDR during the communist 
era who likewise found the strength to resist at great personal risk 
through their Lutheran faith. 
 Of course, every religion or system of ethical thinking has 
those who through faith or commitment to humanitarian values 
are able to live into the fullness of humanity or to transcend it. 
But these are the Lutheran ones, and it was change-making for 
me to “meet” them where they worked, advocated and died. 
 It has changed my sense of CLU’s “middle name,” my appre-
ciation for a university that would invest in this kind of oppor-
tunity for its faculty and staff, and in their relationships with one 
another, and my appreciation for my colleagues with whom I 
traveled, whose thoughts helped me to understand my own – and 
whose fabulous, eclectic personalities still make me smile. 
 One of the testimonies in my cohort is that new faculty-staff 
relationships and co-curricular collaborations are thriving as a 
result. I know there’s a bike trip planned. My colleague Lisa Lo-
berg and I are giving a paper at UCLA in a few weeks – a project 
that we thought of together in Germany.
 Now, when I tell people I work for a Lutheran university and 
they want to know what that means, I can draw on our experi-
ences this summer to answer the question. 
 And I can take these experiences into the classroom with me, so 
that perhaps I can help my students expand beyond their comfort 
zones and town walls, and I can too, until we become, well...
 More enormous in and within the Lutheran tradition. 
 Thank you.  

Since the summer of 2008, about 70 CLU employees have gone on the University’s Lutheran Identity 
Travel Seminar, visiting sites in the former East Germany. Associate professor Marja Mogk, chair of the 
Department of English, gave reflections on this year’s two-week journey as the devotion at an October 
faculty meeting. They are edited and condensed here. 

By Marja Mogk

On the 2011 tour, 
geology professor 
Bill Bilodeau 
climbed a tower 
in the town of 
Bautzen, located in 
eastern Germany 
not far from the 
Czech Republic 
and Poland, to snap 
the larger photo 
at left. The faculty 
and staff trips go 
to places such as 
Torgau, where 
Martin Luther’s 
wife, Katharina von 
Bora, is buried (top 
left), and Wartburg 
Castle, where the 
church reformer 
took refuge and 
translated the New 
Testament into 
German. This year, 
CLU travelers on 
a biking excursion 
out of Wittenberg 
saw a sign for 
Zahna and made it 
their lunch stop.
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At a time when the Lutheran church is rethinking 
what pastors do and where to look for them, a 
seminary in Berkeley is set to become the newest 
CLU graduate school. This spells a return to alma 
mater for a few current students – and promises 
new approaches to education.

By Kevin Matthews

Rachel Eskesen ’04 imagines herself preaching, possibly in the Bay Area, at a church 
that offers continuing education programs. But maybe she’ll also be a part-time hospital 
chaplain or, for a spiritually motivated group, a hula-hoop workout instructor. 
 With church attendance in long-term decline and the definition of membership un-
dergoing change, there’s demand for flexibility about how and where people worship.
 “As opposed to church being a place where people go, what does it look like in a 
context where people already are?” Eskesen said.

“There’s a kind of 
flexibility on the 
West Coast, a kind of 
innovation…. I don’t 
know if it’s the climate or 
the culture or the fact that 
there is not a Lutheran 
church on every corner 
that makes it different.”  

– Rachel Eskesen ’04
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 Meanwhile, Casey Kloehn ’10 will request her first pastoral call 
in Washington, D.C., to care for congregants and, with them, to 
respond to “the gospel’s call to seek justice.” She could see herself 
supplementing that with work for a nonprofit political advocacy 
group.
 “I have an opportunity and a responsibility to speak with my 
congregation about what’s going on in their lives. If there is leg-
islation that’s going to affect them, that’s part of how I shepherd 
those people,” she said.
 In their different ways, Eskesen and Kloehn expect to live out 
21st-century versions of an old story in which pastors take on 
responsibilities that go well beyond administering the sacraments, 
giving sermons, and tending to the sick and needy. 
 To realize their aspirations, both CLU alumnae will earn 
Master of Divinity degrees in the spring from a well-established 
seminary that, by then, will be a part of CLU.

On Jan. 1, 2014, Berkeley, Calif.–based Pacific Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary (PLTS) is set to merge with CLU, under a plan 
that was approved by the CLU Board of Regents in August. That 
means that next year, about 80 students and nine new faculty 
members will join the University, and that CLU is expanding far 
to the north. 
 A few hurdles remain before CLU adds a school of theology as 
its fourth graduate school, including re-accreditation with PLTS 
on board.
 The decision moves CLU closer to strategic goals including 
growth in its graduate programs. Summer and service learning ini-
tiatives could head north to the new campus in Berkeley. Mean-
while, the theological seminary will continue training students 
for various roles inside and outside of churches and keeping its 
affiliation with the multi-denominational and multi-faith Graduate 
Theological Union, which grants doctorates and other advanced 
degrees. 

 The merger puts PLTS, which has its own $10 million 
endowment, on firm financial footing and opens many possibilities 
for collaboration with CLU faculty in religion, education, 
nonprofit and IT management, psychology and other fields. The 
only seminary in the western U.S. affiliated with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), which is now celebrating 
its 25th anniversary, PLTS has roots in a theological seminary 
founded in Portland, Ore., in 1910 that moved to Seattle four 
years later. It has been in Berkeley since 1952. 
 Students and administrators are talking about how the merger 
will affect seminary education. There is interest in a new seminary 
curriculum, a pre-seminary track for CLU undergraduates in any 
major, a Thousand Oaks branch of a program to identify new 
church leaders, and, of course, interdisciplinary teaching both on 
the Web and in person. 
 This December, for example, CLU School of Management 
professor Paul Witman, a Methodist preacher’s kid who has often 
offered training to groups of pastors, will guest lecture at PLTS on 
the uses of social media in marketing campaigns as well as worship 
services. 
 “There are all kinds of areas that we are offering in graduate 
studies that fit nicely,” said Leanne Neilson, CLU’s provost and 
vice president for academic affairs. “We think that we could create 
a curriculum that is innovative, that maybe offers tracks or elec-
tives in some of these areas, and we could then tap into some of 
the expertise of our current faculty and programs.”

PLTS has been adapting for decades to changes in the 
church. As one example, it took up a challenge from the ELCA to 
identify leaders in remote rural areas and ethnic communities and 
then to prepare them for ordination without removing them from 
the ministries that depend on them. 
 To that end, the seminary formalized the Theological Educa-
tion for Emerging Ministries (TEEM) program, giving it academic 
requirements not unlike those for the M.Div. degrees sought by 

full-time students such as Eskesen, Kloehn, Daniel Pell ’11 and 
Spencer Steele ’11. 
 The biggest difference is that these other, far-flung candi-
dates for ordination are normally over 40 and had other careers 
first. They study with pastors and mentors near their homes and 
go three times a year either to PLTS or Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, Minn. Roughly half of them come from African-American, 
Asian-American, Latino, Native American and other hyphenated 
communities.
 According to Moses Penumaka, a PLTS faculty member and 
director of TEEM, graduates of the program go on to work full 
time as pastors, but their past work experiences afford them op-
portunities to pursue two callings at once. 
 This kind of “bi-vocational” work, though it is probably as 
old as preaching, appears to be increasingly common for seminary 
graduates, according to church officials and educators interviewed 
for this article. 
 “That creates more flexibility for the church. It can also create 
more flexibility for you (as a seminary graduate),” said the Rev. 
Jonathan Strandjord, director for theological education at ELCA 
headquarters in Chicago. He shared a single ministry with his wife 
for many years while both also wrote and studied. 
 Then there are the schoolteachers, financial advisers, psy-
chologists and, of course, others with less conventional second 
jobs. One PLTS divinity graduate and pastor continues to work 
in broadcast media doing voice-overs, while another “fisher of 
people” recently profiled in The Lutheran magazine is a bass fishing 
guide and professional tournament angler. 

Although changes to the world that seminary students are 
entering come from every direction, the core of the matter is 
globalization, that ready and rapid circulation of people, goods and 
ideas that marks the age. 
 Everywhere Eskesen has gone since graduating from CLU in 
2004 – Cairo with the Young Adults in Global Mission program, 

England for a master’s degree in literature, Slovakia to preach and 
teach at both Bratislavia International Church and a Lutheran high 
school, and also her hometown of Auburn, Wash. – she has found 
“people who are feeling transient” and seeking a sense of belonging.
 “It’s not assumed that you are a churchgoer here (in Berkeley), 
so it’s a very real place for pastor training for a post-Christian con-
text,” she added. 
 Like any other exciting career prospect, the ministry appeals 
to young CLU alumni at PLTS because it demands so much from 
them – everything they’ve learned from experience and all the 
skills and perspective that education adds. Even Eskesen’s high 
school German was useful in Bratislava, the Slovakian capital, she 
said. “People would ask me, ‘Why did you learn German?’ and I 
would tell them, ‘I think it was in preparation for this internship.’”
 In years to come, Kloehn sees seminaries changing to allow 
students to pick up more skills that complement a theological 
education. For her own part, she may find time yet to take 
advantage of CLU’s graduate-level courses in public policy and 
administration.
 “From a very young age my pastoral leadership was instilling in 
me the idea that there was a lot of work to be done to make our 
world better, and that it was part of our job as a church to partici-
pate in that,” said Kloehn, who is from Encinitas, Calif. “It’s been 
something that I never really didn’t do.”
 Even as seminaries develop more interdisciplinary tracks, 
Kloehn also thinks they will be smaller and ever more interested 
in the local conditions where pastors will work, both full time and 
part time.  
 “We can’t prepare all of our leaders in a handful of places,” she 
said. “We need to prepare our leaders where they are and where 
their people are.”  

CLU alums at PLTS include the director of seminary relations, the Rev. 
Brian Stein-Webber ’77 (l); students Casey Kloehn ’10, Rachel Eskesen ’04 
and Daniel Pell ’11; and office manager Wren Gray-Reneberg ’12.
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On July 29

By Fred Alvarez This year, CLU alumni reached 
extraordinary heights in sports 
that are all about determination, 
belief and hard work. Their 
stories are reminders of what we 
love about athletes and why we 
want them to succeed. 

On July 29, 2006, Mark Covert, M.A. ’78, 
eclipsed what had been up to that time the nation’s longest run-
ning streak at 38 years and five days. And he didn’t stop there. He 
would keep the streak going another seven years until this past 
summer, covering in total some 150,000 miles over 16,437 days.
To put it in perspective, that distance is more than halfway to the 
moon or the equivalent of more than six laps around the earth at 
its equator.
 To keep the running streak alive, Covert, 63, put in at least 
one mile per day despite a broken foot, arthroscopic knee surgery 
and kidney stones. He ran through everyday challenges and every 
milestone in life – his marriage and the birth of his four children, 
through job changes and holidays and family vacations.
 “Just because it’s Christmas doesn’t mean you can’t put on 
your shoes and go for a run,” said Covert, a stellar collegiate cross-
country competitor who started running in high school because he 
was too skinny to play football. “I was not the most talented guy 
and I knew that in order to be as good as the guys around me I 
was going to have to be tougher and train harder. The streak grew 
out of that.”
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Lindsey (Benson ’09) Valenzuela 
won the silver medal in this year’s 
Reebok CrossFit World Games.
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 Hobbled by a structural collapse in his right foot that will re-
quire reconstructive surgery, Covert chose to end the streak on his 
own terms last July 23, exactly 45 years from the day it started.

Lindsey (Benson ’09) Valenzuela, a three-time All-
American and captain of the Regals volleyball squad, wasn’t born 
yet when Covert was getting his master’s degree in education at 
CLU. She hit a different kind of sports milestone this year, on her 
road to becoming one of the most well-rounded athletes on the 
planet. 
 Fresh off of being crowned Southern California regional Cross-
Fit champion, Valenzuela took the silver medal in the 2013 Ree-
bok CrossFit World Games. She made a late push in the four-day, 
12-event competition to climb onto the podium at the StubHub 
Center in Carson, Calif., the last week of July.
 CrossFit has boomed in popularity since it emerged more 
than a decade ago, drawing competitors to its range of devilishly 
demanding events.
 The silver-medal finish was a breakout performance for 5-foot-
6, 154-pound Valenzuela, who started competing in CrossFit only 

four years ago and whose previous best World Games finish was 
ninth place.
 “I wasn’t expecting second,” said Valenzuela, who lives in 
Moorpark with her husband, former Kingsmen football player 
Arsenio Valenzuela ’06. “But I knew I wanted to be somewhere 
on the podium, and I put in a lot of time, effort and hours in the 
gym to get there.”

Tales of grit and determination in sports are legion. 
If anything, our culture places too much emphasis on the mental 
qualities of athletes, and such stories wear thin amid revelations 
about performance-enhancing drugs and insider gambling, not to 
mention poor sportsmanship, in team and individual competition. 
 Given all that, this summer’s accomplishments by CLU alumni 
are reminders of what we love about athletes and why we want 
them to succeed. A running streak is as pure a victory of mind and 
body over everyday obstacles as you could wish for, as well as a 
fantastic metaphor for life. 
 Meanwhile, CrossFit is not only an extreme test of stamina, but 
as unpredictable as a rough week at the office: The athletes do not 

community college in Lancaster where he coaches and teaches, 
surrounded by family, former teammates, friends and admirers.
 In the end, his streak ranked as the world’s second longest, 
runner-up to the ongoing 48-year streak of Great Britain’s three-
time Olympian Ron Hill. It drew praise from all corners of the 
globe and, days before it ended, special recognition on the floor of 
the U.S. House of Representatives.
 “Not only has he run through history, he has made it,” Ore-
gon Rep. Earl Blumenauer read in a proclamation. “Nevertheless, 
Covert’s true impact has been on the many hundreds of students 
he’s coached over the years. He instilled in them not only the 
skills needed to be successful athletes, but perhaps more important, 
the skills needed to be successful in life, especially dedication and 
perseverance in the face of obstacles.”
 Covert hopes that anyone who paid any attention to the streak 
learned something about commitment and the need to do your 
best at all times, whether it’s at play or at work.
 “Our sport is all about training, about who puts in the work 
and who doesn’t,” said Covert, who woke up the day after ending 
the streak and went for a bike ride. It surprises no one that he is 
now putting in 100-plus mile weeks on the bike.
 “For me nothing has changed,” he said. “And I’m still getting 
a few emails a week from people who have just learned that the 
streak is over. I’m shocked that so many people were touched or 
inspired by this. All I did was go for a run.”

For anyone who knew Valenzuela, then Lind-
sey Benson, at CLU, her continuing commitment to excellence 
comes as no surprise. She was a four-year varsity letter winner, 
three-time All-American, volleyball team MVP and CLU Female 
Athlete of the Year who was twice named to the First All-SCIAC 
Team and in her senior year earned a spot on the American Vol-
leyball Coaches Association All-American Second Team. After she 
graduated with a degree in exercise science, she was named to the 
University’s Volleyball 2000-09 All-Decade Team.
 During college, Valenzuela began performing Olympic weight-
lifting as part of her off-season training regimen, and that naturally 
lent itself to the strength aspect of CrossFit, a mix of high-intensity 
exercises that test everything from balance to speed. With college 
behind her, she came to enjoy the camaraderie and challenges of 
her new sport.
 “She still has all that ferocity and relentlessness that she had as 
a player,” said CLU volleyball coach Kellee Roesel, who remains 
one of Valenzuela’s biggest supporters and who has watched with 
great interest as her CrossFit career has blossomed. 
 “She’s absolutely perfect for that type of competition,” Roesel 
added. “You have to be a total athlete. You’re trying to beat 
somebody else, but I think Lindsey’s biggest competitor is herself. 
That’s why she’s so good. She is never satisfied.”
 Valenzuela said she owes much to her teachers and coaches at 
CLU. She works out and coaches at DogTown CrossFit in Culver 
City, where she puts into action the lessons she learned on the 
court and in the classroom about health and fitness.

know exactly what events they will be asked to 
do until the competition starts.
 In addition to swimming and rowing and 
good old-fashioned weightlifting, Valenzuela’s 
specialty, CrossFit offers events with names like 
The Cinco (a combination of deadlifts, weight-
ed one-legged squats and an 80-foot handstand 
walk) and Naughty Nancy (a 600-meter run 
up and over a berm followed by 25 weighted 
overhead squats). 
     To win silver this summer, Valenzuela 
finished in the top 10 in six of the 12 events. 
A weightlifting specialist, she had her best 
performance in the Clean and Jerk, finish-
ing second among the competition’s 48 
female athletes. She totaled 821 points 
for the competition and earned more 
than $65,000 for the games.

When Covert began his 
streak with a 15-mile run through 
and around Griffith Park on July 23, 
1968, the running craze of the 1970s 
had not yet swept the country, and 
he wasn’t thinking about being a 
trendsetter. 
 Freshly graduated from Burbank 
High School, he had simply set out 
to lay a foundation for his college 
running career. The plan worked 
to perfection. Logging more than 
100 miles a week, he became cross-
country champion at the community 

college level and then national champion in 1970 running for 
NCAA Division II Cal State Fullerton. The next year, he would 
help lead Fullerton to an NCAA title.
 In 1972, Covert placed seventh in the U.S. Olympic marathon 
trials, and in that race became the first person to cross a finish line 
wearing a pair of Nike’s “waffle” racing shoes.
 Following college, Covert kept running and the streak kept 
growing. When it reached 10 years, he started to realize that it was 
a big deal, and when it reached 20 years he was regularly hearing 
from people around the country who drew inspiration from his 
dedication.
 “A good number of people came to look on this as something 
very special, and at some point I began to realize this was going to 
be much bigger than I was,” Covert said. “I never thought about 
how long it would go. I knew it would end somewhere down the 
road, but I didn’t want it to end because I had gotten sick or hurt. 
I wanted it to end when I wanted it to end.”

On the last day of the streak, this July 23, Covert 
completed a single, slow mile outside the stadium at the 
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A good number 
of people came to look on 

this as something very 
special, and at some point 
I began to realize this was 
going to be much bigger 

than I was.
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Valenzuela (then Lind-
sey Benson) celebrates 
during the NCAA 
Division III Volleyball 
West Regionals at La 
Verne in 2006. Cal 
Lutheran won the 
regional event and 
advanced to the Elite 
Eight in Virginia.

You’re trying  
to beat 

somebody 
else, but I 

think Lindsey’s 
biggest 

competitor is 
herself. That’s 
why she’s so 

good.

  She also has co-opted the one-word motto 
that came to define and drive the CLU volley-
ball squad – believe. In fact, the word appears on 
her shorts and other workout gear to remind 
her of what can be accomplished with focus 
and effort.
 “I learned from my teammates, my teachers 
and my coaches that you have to believe in 
what you are doing in order to be successful,” 
Valenzuela said. “If you work hard, have 
determination and believe in what you are 
doing, whatever dream you have you can 
accomplish.”
 In October, she headed to Berlin as a 
member of Team USA to take on Team World 
in the CrossFit Invitational. 

When she dreams big, Valenzuela 
envisions a gold medal finish at next year’s 
World Games. And she dreams about the pos-
sibility of spreading the gospel of CrossFit by 
bringing it to university campuses such as CLU 
and serving as role model – much like Mark 
Covert did the early days of running – to bring 
new converts to the sport. 

 She has earned a master’s degree in 
coaching and administration from Concordia 
University and is deriving as much satisfaction 
from working with clients in the gym as she 
does pushing through her own workouts.
 “All I’m doing is working out,” Valenzuela 
said. “But if I can help someone make 
themselves get up in the morning and want to 
make themselves better just by seeing me 
compete or seeing me do a workout as an 
example, that’s great. Knowing that I can help 
somebody else is going to help me get up in 
the morning.”  

Fred Alvarez is a high school history and jour-
nalism teacher who lives in Ojai. For more than two 
decades, he was a staff writer for daily newspapers 
including the Los Angeles Times and the San 
Diego Union-Tribune.
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A ball-bearing 
caster, a pencil grip 
and a wooden cut-out 
in the shape of a Christ-
mas ornament were 
all it took to solve the 
problem, win the prize, 
and get back to the 
business of teaching. 
 Well, inventing the 

Doodle Bug writing aid also required ingenuity, and some sticky 
felt for decoration. 
 In June, eight students in CLU’s Graduate School of Education 
took the highest honor for a student design project at the RESNA 
Annual Conference in Bellevue, Wash. As a result, three of them, 
all LAUSD teachers, will travel during spring break to the Center 
for the Translation of Rehabilitation Engineering Advances and 
Technology (TREAT) in New Hampshire to receive MBA-like 
training and engineering assistance to take their Doodle Bug writ-
ing aid to market. 
 The Doodle Bug came about because teachers in CLU’s 
master’s program for deaf and hard-of-hearing education wanted 
to help one student, then 2 years of age, to draw and form letters. 
With her severely cleft hand, this student was not able to grasp a 
pencil or crayon with the usual pincer grip. 
 Using the flat ornament from Michaels as a platform for the 
hand and the Harbor Freight caster for 360-degree steering, Jane 
Hankins, T.C. ’13, Jennifer Black, ’10, T.C. ’13, and their 
colleagues created the fast, stable writing system. It looks a lot 
like using a computer mouse but feels better for writing, possibly 
because of the light resistance of pencil to paper. 
 Each unit costs a little more than $3 to make, not counting the 
assembly.
 Almost immediately, the demand expanded. The Doodle Bug 
turned out to be useful to a sixth-grader (also in deaf education 
classes) who broke her hand. The student-inventors then realized 
that they could help people with rheumatoid arthritis, so that target 
markets for the writing aid will probably be both young and old. 
 For a group of people who came to CLU to work with hear-
ing-impaired learners, these graduate students have developed a 

remarkably broad interest in disability, derived from their students’ 
diverse needs. Last year, the same group made it to the last round 
of RESNA’s design competition with their CLU Clip, a simple 
means of fastening a walking cane to a desk or table to prevent 
tripping hazards, particularly for blind people. 
 Since then, the students have distributed roughly 800 CLU 
Clips, according to Hankins.
 Following the crash course next spring in marketing and design 
for manufacturability, the graduate students hope to get injection-
molded or 3-D printed Doodle Bugs – that brand name might 
change – into stores. Retailers might ask between $8 and $10 for 
them. The students would also be glad to work with schools and 
foundations to distribute the writing aids widely. 
 “Especially in preschool, developmentally, children draw – 
they scribble. It’s part of developing their language skills: ‘Look, I 
wrote you a story, Daddy. It says the horsie did this, the horsie did 
that…,’ and that is part of their language acquisition,” said Black. 
“They can’t go straight to a keyboard,” she added, with a 
gesture to the QWERTY letter layout on her laptop. “This 
is a meaningless thing.”
 Along with Hankins and Black, CLU master’s 
degree students Roxanne Chandler, T.C. ’13, 
Jeff Westendorf, T.C. ’13, Raven Vilardo 
’10, T.C. ’13, Brisi Favela ’10, T.C. ’13, 
Jeannine Blankinship, T.C. ’13, and 
Jessica Lopez, T.C. ’13, worked 
together to create and test the Doodle 
Bug. RESNA, or Rehabilitation En-
gineering and Assistive Technol-
ogy Society of North America, 
is a professional organization 
for people interested in 
technology and 
disability.  

Grad students rig  
a writing aid, win 
international prize
The next goal for the inventors of the Doodle Bug, which allows  
disabled students and arthritic adults to write easily with a pencil  
or crayon, is to bring their product cheaply to market.

Roxanne Chandler, T.C. ’13, and 
fellow Graduate School of Education 
students wanted to help a child with 
a cleft hand. They needed creativity 
and a little more than $3.
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Say it with a 
picture!
Upload photos of your family vacations, alumni 
reunions, and adventures around the globe at www.
callutheran.edu/alumni/. We’ll run them in the magazine 
or post them on the alumni website. 

And don’t forget to Follow the Flag! Request your CLU 
ALUMNI flag by email at alumni@callutheran.edu. 

CJ McAulay ’05, 
Fullerton, Calif., at the 
top of Yosemite’s 
Half Dome in July.

her husband, Roland, have owned Bonners 
Ferry Veterinary Clinic for 31 years and cele-
brated their 35th wedding anniversary in July.

’75   Class Representative
 David Brobeck
 dbrobeck@walsh.edu

’76
 Class Representatives
 Victoria (Vasco) Green
 vg4jesus@gmail.com

 Ken Wood
 kwood1@dc.rr.com

’77  Class Representative
 George Carganilla
 gcarg1@hotmail.com

’78 Class Representatives
 Jon Backstrom
 backstrom@yahoo.com

 Dottie (Roman) Sterling
 dottiesterling@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 Julie Spaulding’79

 juliaspaulding@me.com

  Class Representative
 Ginny Green’80

 lhommeduphoto@aol.com

 Class Representatives
 Becky Hubbard’81

 b22hubbard@yahoo.com

 Tori Nordin
 vlnordin@gmail.com

’82  Class Representatives
 Dan and Tami (Mauriello) Stoffel
 stoffel.dan@gmail.com

 tstoffel@ca.rr.com

 Class Representatives
 Linda (Gulsrud) Harris’64

 lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

 Marty (Ronning) Schwalm
 mgudrunto@verizon.net

 Class Representative
 Ruth Ann Johnson’65

 raj1036@att.net

 

’66 Class Representative
Judy (Lavenberg) Halweg
judybugila@gmail.com

 Class Representative
 David and Janet (Monson) 
 Andersen
’67

 davidandersen42@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 Gerry Price’68

 doodlesdad@aol.com 

 Class Representative
 Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day’69

 jimjudy@suddenlink.net

’70 Class Representative
Paula Morgan-Martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com

’71 Class Representative
Adele Broas-Trent
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

 
 Class Representatives
 Rebecca (Overton) France
 rjfrance@fredricksonent.com

 Alan Virgil

’72

 av_sbrm@verizon.net

Michael Lynn Adams, Woodland Hills, 
Calif., sold three of his paintings at the 18th 
Annual Richard Schmid Fine Art Auction. 
The auction of original works from nationally 
acclaimed artists was held Sept. 1 at the Rist 

Canyon Mountain Festival near Fort Collins, 
Colo., to benefit the Rist Canyon Volunteer 
Fire Department.

’74
Class Representative
Lea Lamp
Leainaz48@gmail.com

Mike Coppersmith, Palm Springs, Calif., 
has been the Senior Pastor at Our Savior’s 
Community Church since 1983.

Linda (Endow, M.S. ’76) Hall, Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho, was named 2012 Certificated 
Employee of the Year by the Boundary 
County Education Association and Bound-
ary County School District in October 2012. 
She is in her 22nd year of teaching at Bon-
ners Ferry High School and is also an adjunct 
professor at North Idaho College. She and 

Carol (Schlossnagel ’65) Brenner, 
Knoxville, Tenn., volunteered at the 
Philani School and Children’s Home in 
Cape Town, South Africa. She describes 
the experience as rewarding but difficult 
because most of the children’s mothers 
have AIDS and will never see their 
children grow up.

REUNION
CLASS OF 1968

John ’72 and Sally (Steffen ’72) Korstad 
(l), Jenks, Okla., visited with Randy ’71 
and Jan Peck in Oceanside during an 
extended trip to Southern California in 
May. They also visited with Larry Collins 
(husband of late professor Barbara 
Collins) and Bob ’70 and Deanne, T.C. 
’74, Rhoads in Thousand Oaks.

Gary McGinnis ’72, T.C. ’74, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., stands in front of a pavilion 
that he is helping the ELCA Mission 
Builders construct at Flathead Lutheran 
Bible Camp in Montana. “A lot of hard 
work for a retired school teacher,” writes 
Gary. “Hope to get it done before the 
first snow.”

REUNION
CLASS OF 1973

CLU campus pastor Melissa Maxwell-
Doherty ’77, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
was one of 12 women selected for a 
Community Gems Award in November 
2012. The awards are presented annually 
by Van Gundy Jewelers in Camarillo 
to “12 remarkable women who have 
made exceptional contributions and are 
unsung heroes in the Ventura County 
community.” Each woman wears a 
beautiful diamond necklace, provided by 
the jewelers, for one month during the 
year then passes it on to the next “gem.” 
Melissa is shown wearing the necklace in 
October. The 2008 book The Necklace 
by Cheryl Jarvis inspired the Community 
Gems Awards, which were recently 
presented for the third year.
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DeeAndra (Pilkington) McGuff, Huntington 
Beach, Calif., was inducted into the Car-
pinteria High School Athletic Hall of Fame 
on Nov. 9. She was a three-year starting 
pitcher for the Warriors softball team. 
DeeAndra went on to earn All-American 
honors at CLU and was inducted into the 

and administrator. Most recently, he was 
the principal and school supervisor at 
Central High School in Fresno. Robert 
has traveled to Mexico to build houses for 
homeless people and to Africa on multiple 
occasions as a guest teacher. In March, 
while visiting family in Dakar, Senegal, he 
and his wife, Lois, participated in an Oper-
ation Christmas Child distribution.

 Class Representative
 Janet Gardner’89

 gardnerrj@roadrunner.com

 Class Representative
 Julie Donaldson-Prince’90

 jprince007@sbcglobal.net

Steve Devolites, Simi Valley, Calif., moved 
to varsity girls’ basketball coach at Thou-
sand Oaks High School this year after 
coaching the junior varsity for the past two 
years and the freshman-sophomore teams 
before that. He was selected as the Mar-
monte League co-JV coach of the year for 
the 2012-2013 season and Ventura County 
JV coach of the year in 2011-2012.

Betty (Luttrell) Kyle, Knoxville, Tenn., 
recently received her nursing degree from 
Roane State Community College and 
works as a hospice nurse.

 Class Representative
 Tony White’83

 ajwhite90@gmail.com

’85  Class Representative
 Diann (Colburn) Spencer
 galenaspencers@gmail.com

Patti (Higgins) Pape, Agoura Hills, Calif., 
was named principal of Ascension Lutheran 
School in Thousand Oaks in August. She 
has 20 years of experience teaching kin-
dergarten through fifth grade as well as 
eight years of administrative experience as 
principal at Somis Elementary School and 
Ramona Elementary School in Oxnard.

’86 Class Representative
Mario Rodrigez
mmrazr@verizon.net

Rob Burden, San Diego, Calif., was pro-
moted to National Director of Sales at 
Paramount Property Tax Appeal in August. 
He joined the company in February.

’87 Class Representative
Franc Camara
franc_classrep@hotmail.com

’88 Class Representative
Debbie (Elliott) Sellers
debsell06@gmail.com

Robert Griffith, M.S., Fresno, Calif., took 
over as superintendent of the Summerville 
Union High School District in Sonora on 
July 1. He has 26 years of experience in 
education as a classroom teacher, coach 

Alumni Association Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2005.

David Rowlands, Fillmore, Calif., assumed 
his new position as city manager of Fillmore 
in August. He moved from Clayton, Ohio, 
where he also served as city manager.

Give Every Student the Tools to Succeed
Because of a tuition increase, junior communication major Megan Callery 
went home to San Diego this summer unsure if she would be able to return 
to finish her last two years at CLU. But when she called the financial aid 
office to explain her dilemma, she was told that sufficient scholarship 
dollars would be available.

Today, she’s thankful for the many opportunities and activities afforded by 
a university that she didn’t even want to attend until the warm welcome 
she received on Admitted Students Day won her over. Since then, she’s 
been a peer adviser, enthusiastic volunteer and active participant in class 
discussions. But most of all, she’s grateful for CLU scholarship donors who 
give generously to help families with limited resources.

“I would thank them profusely, a million times over,” she said.

The CLU Annual Fund enhances academic programs, strengthens 
scholarships and provides resources that improve the quality of life on 
campus. Your donation allows students to pursue their passions and 
discover their purpose.

CLU ANNUAL FUND

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/GIVE OR CALL US AT 805-493-3829

Alumni Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Brian McCoy ’95

President 

Janice (Thompson ’74) Filer

Vice President, Development

Nicole Hackbarth ’03, M.S. ’05

Vice President, Alumni Involvement and Recognition

Connie Stewart ’98, M.A. ’03 

Vice President, University Relations 

John Larisey ’10

Treasurer, Regent Representative

Erin (Rivers ’97) Rulon, MBA ’06 (At Large)

Secretary

Andre Andoyan ’14 

 ASCLU-G President 

Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner  

Jim Bessey ’66 (At Large) 

Arnold Blitstein ’02 (At Large) 

Ollie Boyd ’09, MBA ’11

Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock 

Derek Butler ’81 

Mike Calkins ’08 (At Large)

Amy Downing ’06

Gretchen (Grimes ’80) Gutierrez 

Cody Hartley ’92 (At Large)

Rafael Marino ’02, MBA ’10

John Moore ’74 

Brodie Munro ’91 (At Large) 

Courtney Parks ’05, MBA ’09 (At Large)

Jason Peplinski, Ed.D. ’14

 GASC Chair 

Jean Kelso ’84 Sandlin, M.P.A. ’90, Ed.D. ’12

 Faculty Representative

Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) Torkay

Russell White ’94

Office of Alumni & Parent Relations

Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

Senior Director

Stephanie Hessemer

Associate Director

Samantha Putnam

Assistant Director

Melanie Fishman

Administrative Assistant

REUNION
CLASS OF 1983

REUNION
CLASS OF 1978

REUNION
CLASS OF 1988
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’91 Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe
carelynne@me.com

Stacy (Reuss) Swanson, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., was one of 15 volunteers honored 
by the Ventura County Community Foun-
dation and one of three new members 
elected to the board of directors for Our 
Community House of Hope in Octo-
ber. She is director of development for 
CLU’s professional schools and previously 
served as executive director of Habitat for 
Humanity of Ventura County.

 Class Representatives
 Mark Marius
 mariusteam@mac.com

 Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe

’92

 garme@pacbell.net

Christine (Ericson) Cicchi, American Can-
yon, Calif., was promoted to senior recruit-
er in Global Talent Acquisition at Electronic 
Arts in January. She joined the company in 
July 2012 after being a talent consultant for 
more than 10 years.

 Class Representative
 Anne Christenson’93

 achristenson1@juno.com

 Class Representative
 Jeff Aschbrenner’94

 jasche@amgen.com 

 Class Representative
 Brian McCoy’95

 brianjmccoy@gmail.com

Matthew Carney ’84
Track and Field
Matthew Carney is someone 
who truly “carried the baton” 
on behalf of Cal Lutheran. He 
and his teammates ran the 
4x400 meter relay in 3:17.24, 
which was the second best time 
in Cal Lutheran history and, 
nearly 30 years later, still ranks 
in the Top-10. But it was in the 
decathlon that Matt excelled. 
In 1982, he placed third in the 
decathlon at the NAIA Divi-
sion II District III Track and Field 
Championships and 11th at the 
National Championships; and 
in 1983, he was the District III 
Decathlon Champion and came 
in ninth at the nationals. In 1984, 
he scored a school record 6,858 
during the season and placed 
sixth in the NAIA Champion-
ships.

Prudence (Cathaway-
Kjontvedt ’07) Gemmell
Softball
A two-time All-American in 
softball, Prudence (Cathaway-
Kjontvedt) Gemmell almost 
singlehandedly rewrote Cal 
Lutheran’s offensive records in 
the sport. She holds the num-
ber one spot in career batting 
average (.476), career slugging 
percentage (.747) and career 

hits (211). She was selected 
First Team All-American by 
the National Softball Coaches 
Association/National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association in 2005, 
the only player in Cal Lutheran 
history to be chosen First Team. 
She was selected NSCA/NFCA 
Second Team All American in 
2006 and was a First Team All-
West Region selection in 2005 
through 2007. She was selected 
First Team ALL-SCIAC all four 
years, SCIAC Player of the Year 
in 2005 and SCIAC Scholar 
Athlete of the Year in 2007.

John B. “Jack” Gilbert, 
LL.D. ’90
Meritorious
Jack Gilbert, a former member 
of the Cal Lutheran Board of 
Regents, was one of the most 
generous lifetime donors in 
the history of the University. 
A self-made man, Jack founded 
Zero Corporation in 1952 and 
later listed the company on the 
NYSE. In Ventura County, he 
started TOLD Corporation to 
pursue real estate development. 
He and his wife, Carol, took 
great pride in Cal Lutheran and 
believed in its potential to serve 
the surrounding region. The Gil-
bert Sports and Fitness Center 
is testimony to their generosity 

and influence on the success of 
the University, both on the field 
and off. Honored for philan-
thropy by many organizations 
during his lifetime, Gilbert will 
perhaps be remembered best 
as the father of modern athletic 
facilities at Cal Lutheran.

Jason Hirsh ’04
Baseball
Jason Hirsh had a 97 mph fast-
ball and a slider that clocked in 
around the mid 80s, two good 
reasons for his selection to the 
Athletic Hall of Fame. A three-
year starter at Cal Lutheran, he 
struck out 238 batters in 258.1 
innings, and his 26-6 record is 
tied for most career wins. He 
was named to the All SCIAC 
First Team in 2002 and 2003 
and to the American Baseball 
Coaches Association All West 
Region First Team in 2003. He 
was selected by the Houston 
Astros as the top pick in the 
second round of the 2003 
amateur draft. Before making his 
major league debut in 2006, he 
was the 2005 Double-A Texas 
League Pitcher of the Year and 
2006 Triple-A Pacific Coast 
League Pitcher of the Year. He is 
the only player to win both titles 
in back-to-back seasons.

Bill Turner ’85
Football
For Bill Turner, football was the 
name of the game. From 1981 
through 1984, he helped the Cal 
Lutheran football team achieve 
a solid record of successes, 
going 8-2 and 9-2 his first two 
seasons. He amassed an 
outstanding record as a punter, 
achieving a total of 10,750 yards 
over his four years of play. This 
accomplishment earned him a 
ranking of third in Cal Lutheran 
football history with an average 
of 41.99 yards per punt. In 1984, 
he led all NAIA Division II 
schools with a punting average 
of 45.2 yards, and in both 1983 
and 1984, he was selected to 
the NAIA First Team All-
America.  

Matthew Carney Prudence Gemmell John B. “Jack” Gilbert Jason Hirsh Bill Turner

Perry Ursem, Las Vegas, Nev., joined the 
Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development as Business Development man-
ager in January.

 Class Representatives
 Desta (Ronning) Goehner
 destagoehner@gmail.com

 Chad McCloskey

’96

 cpmccloskey@gmail.com

’97  Class Representative
 Dianne (Habring) Frehlich 
 dmhabring@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 Kari Gravrock’98

 kgravrock@aol.com

Brian Kleiber, Modesto, Calif., was pro-
moted to sergeant by the Modesto Police 

Department in August. Since joining the 
department in 2001, he has served as an 
officer, a detective and an investigator.

’99  Class Representative
 Colin Hanely
 colinseth@gmail.com

Elizabeth (Amrhein) Below, Davis, Calif., 
became an independent distributor of Pre-
mier Designs Jewelry in October 2012. She 
is using her business to raise awareness and 
funds for Courage Worldwide, an organi-
zation that offers rescue and restoration to 
young victims of sex trafficking.

Adam Rauch, T.C. ’03, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., was named principal of Mesa Verde 
Middle School in Moorpark in August. He 
was principal of Mountain Meadows 21st 
Century Learning Academy last year.

’00
 Class Representatives
 Sommer (Embree) Barwick
 sembree2002@yahoo.com

 Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
 psychkid2002@hotmail.com

 Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
 irene_moyer@hotmail.com

Sommer (Embree) Barwick, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., was hired as director of com-
munity services for the City of Simi Valley 
in August. She has worked with the city 
for almost seven years, most recently as 
the deputy director of community programs 
and facilities. Sommer is a founder of the 
Young Professionals Network, which provides 
networking opportunities for people ages 21 
to 39, and is part of Leadership Simi Valley, 

ALUMNI NEWS
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a 10-month program that helps community 
members develop leadership skills.

’01  Class Representatives
 Inga Magi
 ingamagi@gmail.com

 Angela (Namba) Rowley
 ang.rowley02@gmail.com 

’02 Victoria Sonstegard, M.A., earned 
her Ph.D. in cultural art history 
from Warnborough College in the 

U.K. in February.

’03
 Class Representatives
 Nicole Hackbarth
 nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

 Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
 katielinnae@yahoo.com

Amanda (McClendon, M.Ed. ’06) Clark, 
Brenham, Texas, wrote an article titled 
“Considering Classroom Utilization  

Software: Bureaucracy Meets Tradition” 
that was published in Collection of Case 
Studies in Higher Education Leadership. 
Amanda is pursuing a doctorate in educa-
tion at Sam Houston State University, and 
the opportunity to write the article devel-
oped out of a class she took.

Charles Duarte, T.C. ’04, ’09, Northfield, 
Minn., was hired as K-12 Development 
Executive at Apple in August. He has been 
head of Instructional Technology for Farm-
ington Area Public Schools since July 2012 
and was named an Apple Distinguished 
Educator last spring.

Linda Catherine Le, MPPA, Camarillo, 
Calif., was promoted to assistant treasurer-
tax collector in the office of Ventura Coun-
ty Treasurer-Tax Collector Steven Hintz 
in July. Linda has worked as a budget and 
program analyst in the County Executive’s 
Office since 2007 and is the staff person 
for the Campaign Finance Ethics Commis-
sion. For 14 years, she was senior legislative 
analyst for the Human Services Agency. 
She is an adjunct lecturer at CLU.

Candace (Kay) Meadows, Maricopa, Ariz., 
earned a Master of Management from the 
University of Phoenix in July.

Michelle Nathan, Granada Hills, Calif., 
earned a Ph.D. in educational and school 
psychology from the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas.

Stine Odegard, Las Vegas, Nev., received 
her M.Ed. in higher education from Loyola 
University Chicago in May and is now 
coordinator for service programs at UNLV.

’04 Class Representative
Holly (Halweg) Batstone
hollybatstone@gmail.com

Holly (Halweg, M.Ed. ’07) Batstone, 
Seattle, Wash., received a Master of Health 
Administration from the University of 
Washington in August.

’05
Class Representatives
 Ryan Lisk
 ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

 Mark Nielsen
 kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

 Courtney Parks
 parks.courtney@gmail.com

’06  Class Representative
 Amanda (Walker) Schaub  
 schaub.amanda@gmail.com

Donna Cartwright-Stapleton, M.S., was 
named assistant principal of Vonore 
Elementary and Vonore Middle schools in 
July. Donna has been a classroom teacher, 
middle school counselor and elementary 
school principal.

 Class Representatives
 Rosalyn (Sayer) Skelton
 princessrosalyn@gmail.com

 Wes Sullivan

’07

 wsulliv@callutheran.edu

Claudia Bill-de la Peña, M.P.A., Westlake 
Village, Calif., was selected as mayor of 
Thousand Oaks in February, 10 years after 
first being sworn in as a member of the 
City Council.

Katherine Crow, Westlake Village, Calif., 
and Jacqueline (Leyden, T.C. ’03) Collins, 
Moorpark, Calif., own Kate & Lace lingerie 
and swimwear in Westlake Village.

Philip Rarick, Thousand Oaks, Calif., was 
promoted in August to Chief Operating 
Officer at Marketing Maven, a Los Angeles-
based public relations firm.

Aarika (Lim) Riddle, San Jose, Calif., was 
hired as director of development with City 
Year San Jose/Silicon Valley in July. City 
Year provides services to underserved chil-
dren and youth.

Ryan Riddle, San Jose, Calif., was promoted 
to technical productivity manager with Box 
Inc. in July.

Sara Vausbinder, Pasadena, Calif., is the 
Ventura Location Director for RAW: natural 
born artists, an organization that showcases 
emerging Ventura County artists in film, 
fashion, hair, makeup, photography, art, music 
and performing art. Visit www.RAWartists.org 
for more information.

’08
 Class Representatives
 Katelyn Kruse
 kkruse@callutheran.edu

 Tiffany Slattum
 tslattu@callutheran.edu

 J.R. Wise
 wise8403@stthomas.edu

’09
Class Representative
Adam Erickson
aleerickson@yahoo.com

Aneesha Akram, M.S. , was hired as assis-
tant director/career counselor in Career 
Services at Harvey Mudd College in May.

’10
Class Representatives
Ben Hogue
benjamin.hogue@gmail.com

Casey Kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com 

ReShai Tate
rtate@callutheran.edu

Brad Hendrickson, Chatsworth, Calif., is 
director of marketing at Global Manage-
ment Partners in Westlake Village.

Kevin Holt, Thousand Oaks, Calif., was 
promoted to digital crisis services coordi-
nator with The Trevor Project in October. 
He is a member of the Programs staff, 
coordinating the TrevorChat program.

Sean Piwarski, Huntington, W.V., is in his 
second year as a Ph.D. student in toxicol-
ogy at Marshall University.

’11
Class Representatives
Kim Hamon 
khamon@callutheran.edu

Jesse Knutson 
knutson@callutheran.edu

Kristen Luna 
kluna@callutheran.edu

Maria Escamilla, Oxnard, Calif., Hispanic 
media manager and account executive at 
Marketing Maven Public Relations, received 
the Young Public Relations Professional of 
the Year Award from the Hispanic Public 
Relations Association in October.

Christopher Hauser ’04, Phoenix, Ariz., 
near Interlaken, Switzerland, in May. He 
was part of a team of firefighters from 
the Scottsdale Fire Department that 
represented Scottsdale and the U.S. in 
the annual Feuerfehr Fest (Firefighter 
Festival) competition. His team came 
in 11th out of 44 teams. Chris has 
been a firefighter with the Scottsdale 
department for six years and is also a 
paramedic and rescue technician.

Eric ’01 and Cindy (Ham ’01) Stoffregen, 
Durham, N.C., with Elise, 3, and Nathan, 
2 months, at Fort Macon last spring.

Dane Rowley ’04, M.S. ’08, Moorpark, 
Calif., CLU director of international 
admission, visited with Jen-Yi “Meditch” 
Chen, MBA ’11, (c) and Yu-Chen 
“Edward” Lin, MBA ’13, in Taipei in 
September.

Ian Cassuto ’06, Ventura, Calif., flashes 
the CLU flag as he prepares for the 
final manipulative test at an emer-
gency response for HAZMAT class 
at the FEMA/Center for Domestic 
Preparedness training center in Alabama. 
He works for Gold Coast Ambulance 
Emergency Medical Services in Oxnard 
and has been through two training pro-
grams at the FEMA center.

REUNION
CLASS OF 2003

REUNION
CLASS OF 2008
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James Jackson, Camarillo, Calif., is an 
adjunct business instructor at Santa Barba-
ra Business College in Ventura. He teaches 
undergraduate and graduate courses in 
international business and marketing. He 
received his MBA from California State 
University, Channel Islands in May.

Gina Marinello-Sweeney, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., published her first young adult fic-
tion novel, I Thirst, with Rivershore Books 
in May. She is at work on a sequel to the 
novel as well as the first book in a fantasy 
series. Visit her website at www.ginamari-
nellosweeney.com.

Melissa (Harbison) Patao, Simi Valley, Calif., 
is pursuing a master’s in public health with 
a specialization in community health scienc-
es at UCLA. She also is working with the 
Ugandan-based nonprofit ACM Ministries 
to bring clean water to villages in Uganda. 
In addition, she is a part-time chemistry 
teacher at Merrill Educational Center, a 
school for students with learning disabilities 
in Westlake Village.

Anne Sherman, Irvine, Calif., is perform-
ing in “Two-Dollar Therapy,” a new Web 
series about a therapist who tries to give 
back to students by offering therapy on 
campus. The series, which addresses issues 
ranging from student loans to relationships 
to drug use, debuted in mid-November.

Darlene Sturgeon, MBA, Ventura, Calif., 
was hired as CFO at Hermosa Cigars Inc. 
in March.

’12
Class Representatives
Bree Gibson
gibson@callutheran.edu

Sierra Ronning
scronning@gmail.com

Ryan Strand
ryantownsend18@gmail.com

Corrine Barroso, MBA, Somis, Calif., 
joined AmeriFlex Financial Services in July. 
Her primary focus is the financial needs 
of women and the launch of The Woman 
Investor program.

Wren Cherney, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
published her first novel, A Fateful Magic, 
in eBook format in July. It is now available 
from Amazon and other publishing outlets. 
Wren, who “grew up reading and day-
dreaming about faraway worlds,” is brain-
storming a prequel.

Jacob Garcia, Newbury Park, Calif., was 
hired as a casting assistant with Klubal Turn 
Productions in Los Angeles in July. He also 
is social media director for the Academy 
of Dance in Westlake Village and a dance 
instructor at the Conejo Valley YMCA in 
Thousand Oaks.

Michelle Goetsch, Burbank, Calif., is prin-
cipal at First Lutheran School in Glendale. 
The school has 100 students in preschool 
through eighth grade.

Byron Minnich, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
spent the summer in Maui as a relief 
pitcher for Na Koa Ikaika, a team that plays 
in the Pacific Association of Professional 
Baseball league. One of the highlights of 
the summer was a trip to Japan and the 
opportunity to pitch at Nagano Olympic 
Stadium, site of the opening and closing 
ceremonies for the 1998 Winter Olympics. 
Byron led the team with a 1.28 ERA in 21 

Ron McDaniel ’88

The CLU Alumni Association Board of 
Directors honored Ron McDaniel with 
the 2013 Outstanding Alumni Award in 
September.

McDaniel is the president and CEO of 
California Credit Union, one of the larg-
est credit unions in Southern California, 
with more than 70,000 members and 
nearly $1.3 billion in assets. He joined 
the Glendale-based credit union 10 
years ago after serving as President and 
CEO of the Point Mugu Federal Credit 
Union for 19 years.

The California Credit Union League 
honored him with its Distinguished Ser-
vice Award in 1999. He currently serves 
as chairman of the CCUL’s Government 
Affairs Committee. In this role, he has 
led an effective legislative agenda and 
has testified before a Joint Conference 
Committee of the California Senate and 
Assembly. He also serves as chair of the 
Credit Unions for Kids Advisory Board 
for Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.  

McDaniel graduated from CLU’s Adult 
Degree Evening Program in 1988 with 
a degree in business administration. He 
was presented the Outstanding Alumni 
Award at a celebration announcing 
changes to the adult degree program 
including a name change to Bachelor’s 
Degree for Professionals (see Page 7). 
He has served on the Alumni Associa-
tion Board of Directors, including one 
year as president, and currently serves 
on CLU’s Board of Regents.

He and his wife, Cindy, live in Ventura. 
They have one daughter who is married 
and lives in Sacramento.  
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for the minor league Orem Owlz in Orem, 
Utah. Spencer played varsity baseball 
four years at CLU and one season for the 
McCallan Thunder in Texas before signing 
with the Angels.

’13
Class Representatives
Rebecca Cardone
rebeccacardone@gmail.com

Lauren Chiappetti
ld.chiappetti@gmail.com

Jesse McClain
jessejmcclain@gmail.com

Leanne Blackwell, Simi Valley, Calif., joined 
Mayerson Marketing & Public Relations as 
an account coordinator in August.

Carly Boulier, Port Hueneme, Calif., was 
one of the featured artists in a show titled 
“RAW presents Kaleidoscope” at Bombay 
Bar & Grill in Ventura on June 20. Carly 
showed her Ventura County-inspired digi-
tal artwork.

Rebecca Cardone, Katy, Texas, is pursu-
ing a master’s degree in women’s stud-
ies at University of Oxford. She recently 
completed a three-month fellowship in 
development and outreach with Tahirih 
Justice Center as field research for her dis-
sertation.

Erin Exline ’11, Clovis, Calif., pauses on 
her way up the South Rim of the Grand 
Canyon Memorial Day weekend. Hiking 
the canyon Rim to Rim, a challenging 24 
miles with an elevation change of 11,000 
feet, had been on her family’s bucket 
list for a long time. Erin will begin the 
Doctorate of Physical Therapy program 
at the University of St. Augustine in San 
Marcos in January.

innings out of the bullpen and helped win 
the league title. Also on the roster was Josh 
Larson ’11, a former CLU teammate who 
played with the Hawaii team last year and 
invited Byron to the tryouts in San Diego.

Spencer Trygg, Mountain View, Calif., signed 
with the California Angels of Anaheim last 
spring and completed his rookie year playing 

Kelli Campa ’13, Mountain View, Calif., in 
front of Animal Kingdom’s Tree of Life at 
Disneyworld.

Daniel ’11 and Chelsea (Logan ’12) Pell, 
Berkeley, Calif., are all smiles follow-
ing their wedding in August. Daniel is a 
student at Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary.

Airman 1st Class John Saucedo ’12 (l) and Airman 1st Class Mylene Alarcon ’10 display 
the CLU flag after John graduated from the U.S. Air Force Emergency Management 
Technical School at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. The USAF Emergency Management 
career field is responsible for responding to chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
high-yield explosive, major mishaps and natural disaster events.

Alumni (clockwise from left) Lynzi Tarango ’13, Felecia Russell ’13, Campus Pastor Scott 
Maxwell-Doherty ’76, Rebecca Martin ’10, Campus Pastor Melissa Maxwell-Doherty 
’77, Erik Sparby ’11, Amanda Arroyo ’13, Kasey Noble ’13, Jesse McClain ’13 and 
Kelsey Botwinick ’13, were among a group of 26 CLU alumni, students and faculty who 
worked with the Fuller Center in Atlantic City in May repairing four homes that were 
damaged during Superstorm Sandy. Teams worked together laying floorboards, paint-
ing, installing fixtures, repairing ceilings and remodeling. The CLU group also visited the 
famous Atlantic City Boardwalk, explored Philadelphia and sampled the local cuisine.



38   CLU MAGAZINE DECEMBER 2013    39

BIRTHS

Davis Olaf Anderson on May 23, 2013, 
to Brianne (Davis ’03, MBA ’06) and Olaf 
Anderson.

Ila Elizabeth Batstone on Aug. 20, 
2013, to Holly (Halweg ’04, M.Ed. ’07) 
and Ben Batstone.

Ryder Scott Fenstermaker on April 6, 
2013, to Kristy (Agosta ’00 M.S. ’07) and 
Scott Fenstermaker.

Brendan Garrett Jr. on Aug. 6, 2012, to 
Jennifer (Gilbertson ’04) and Brendan ’03, 
T.C. ’06, Garrett.

Cohen Christopher Hauser on Dec. 
22, 2012, to Carrie Lyn and Christopher 
’04 Hauser.

Elsa Johanna Jacques on Nov. 18, 2012, 
to Krista (Valtatie ’05) and Nicholas 
Jacques.

Delainey Kristine Mason on May 31, 
2013, to Erin (Baumgartner ’00) and 
Randy Mason.

Crue Matney on May 19, 2013, to Claire 
(Hillard ’04) and Tyler Matney.

Aurora Lee Oien on Sept. 3, 2013, to 
Karissa (Faulconer ’07, M.S. ’09) and Jon 
’06 Oien.

Albert Gustav Peterson on April 13, 
2013, to Rachel ’02 and Po Peterson.

Lucas William Steigelman on April 24, 
2013, to Nicole (Ott ’06) and William, 
M.S. ’12, Steigelman.

Aubreigh Christine Weinberger on 
July 1, 2013, to Bekkah (Hildebrand ’03) 
and Brian ’04 Weinberger.

MARRIAGES 

Meghan Allen ’11 and Matthew Tarry on 
Feb. 13, 2013.

Prudence Cathaway-Kjontvedt ’07 
and Alexander Gemmell on Nov. 3, 2012.

Katelyn Harrison ’08, M.Ed. ’11, and 
Andrew Meier ’08, MBA ’10, on July 
13, 2013.

Marina Julius ’04 and Jonathan Robillard 
on April 27, 2013.

Heather Kanning, M.A. ’07, and John 
Milam ’91 on May 26, 2013.

Elizabeth Kennedy ’07 and Martin 
Sophia on April 21, 2013.

Chelsea Logan ’12 and Daniel Pell ’11 
on Aug. 11, 2013.

Lindsay Miller ’01, MBA ’06, and Lance 
Grange, MBA ’06, on Sept. 29, 2012.

Sarah Rickert ’09 and Erik Nielsen ’07 
on April 13, 2013.
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Stephanie Saindon ’11 and Heather 
Kaneen on June 23, 2013.

Christy Sutphen ’08, MBA ’09, and 
Mackenzie Douglass, MPPA ’13, on June 
1, 2013.

Krystle Van Deusen ’09, T.C. ’13, and 
Jonathan Sundberg ’08, MBA ’10, on July 
27, 2013.

The Cal Lu Brady Bunch attended the Rickert/Nielsen wedding on April 13 in Denver. 
Left to Right: (top row) Toby Spitzlberger ’07, Lauren McGuigan ’09, Nate Johnson ’07; 
(second row) Ryan Smith ’09, Kelsey Sullivan ’09, Tracy (Thacker ’07) Treloar; (middle 
row) Courtney (Intiso ’07) Wheeler, Erik Nielsen ’07 and Sarah Rickert ’09, Erik Kerr 
’08; (fourth row) Jon Wheeler ’08, Steve Page ’07, Andy Treloar ’07; (bottom row) 
Victoria Ybarra ’09, Katie (Gebhardt ’07) Powell, Mark Jordan ’07.

Kristy (Agosta ’00, M.S. ’07) and 
Scott Fenstermaker with son Ryder.

Delainey Kristine Mason

Krystle (Van Deusen ’99, T.C. ’13) 
and Jonathan ’08, MBA ’10, Sundberg, 
who met and fell in love at CLU, were 
married July 27 in Mammoth Lakes, 
Calif.

Christy (Sutphen ’08, MBA ’09) and 
Mackenzie, MPPA ’13, Douglass were 
married in June.

Marina (Julius ’04) and Jonathan Robillard 
exchanged wedding vows in an intimate 
backyard ceremony on April 27.

Alumni members of the Kingsmen basketball 
program pose with the “groom’s cake” at the 
July wedding of Katelyn Harrison ’08, M.Ed. 
’11, and Andrew Meier ’09, MBA ’10, in La 
Jolla (pictured at left). From left: Coach Rich 
Rider, Cory Henke ’07, Greg Grimm ’11, Kyle 
Knudsen ’10, Aaron Fisher ’11, Deshion Inniss, 
Aaron VanKlaveren ’12, John Wilson ’11, M.S. 
’12, Xavier Walton ’12, Cameron Mitchell ’10 
and the groom. 
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Like most Havana days, 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 1998, 
was beautiful. The sun was 
at its zenith as we gathered 
on the tarmac to await the 
arrival of Pope John Paul II, 
who was making his first 
pastoral visit to Cuba.  
 I was a career diplomat 
stationed in Havana, the 
Charge d’Affaires of the 
Embassy of Guyana. I had 
made similar trips up to Jose 
Marti International Airport 
whenever a foreign head of 
state was visiting. This was a 
very small part of the job we did as diplomats, but sometimes, as 
on that day, it took on new meaning.
 This, of course, was not a normal visit by a head of state. The 
Catholic Pope, while also head of the Vatican, was the symbol of 
Christian faith to hundreds of millions around the world. 
 His visit was a highly anticipated event both for the millions of 
Cubans who still considered themselves Catholics, despite the 
challenges they faced, and for international observers. It had at-
tracted criticism from those who felt that human rights violations 
on the island should not have been rewarded by a papal visit.  
 However, this Pope was obviously not easily deterred from vis-
iting his flock. In his time he had visited a number of dictatorships 
and had left raised expectations in his wake that had eventually 
resulted in change.
 On a personal level, as a Lutheran, I felt the historical connec-
tion of my faith with what the Pope represented to Christians of 
all denominations, and I had also been fascinated by the way John 
Paul II had brought the papacy to the global public. From the time 
of his election in 1978, this energetic and charismatic but down-
to-earth leader had become a media star, a celebrity Pope whose 
international visits generated massive crowds and emotion.
 I witnessed that in person in 1979 when the Pope made his 
first visit to the United Nations General Assembly in New York. 
I was a young Foreign Service officer and a member of Guyana’s 
UN delegation that year. I remember the excitement in the audi-
torium as we listened to him make his speech. 
 Looking back, I have often wondered how much influence Cal 
Lutheran, where I arrived in 1965 as one of a handful of foreign 
students, had on the choices that led me to places such as these. 
I have no doubt that the formation I had, the strong Christian 

values I consolidated, the self-
confidence, the feelings of self-
worth and dignity I developed 
within an environment where 
learning was easy and where 
personal growth was possible – 
all were tremendous assets to me 
in the years that followed. 
 The experience was more 
than just academic. I sometimes 
thought of the campus as an oasis 
of tranquility in the California of 
the late ’60s. And I remember the 
kindnesses of many people who 
reached out to a young woman 
from another country and made 

her stay memorable.
 At about 4 in the afternoon on that warm January day in 
Havana, the Alitalia plane came into view. Flags of the Vatican 
and Cuba were hoisted. The plane landed, and, after what felt 
like an eternity of waiting, His Holiness appeared at the door to a 
collective gasp and then spontaneous applause. He was old now, 
he was ill, and this was his 81st international trip as Pope. He man-
aged on his own to make it down the stairs.
 I recall my struggle to control a range of emotions as I watched 
the ceremonial proceedings and waited my turn in the long line of 
dignitaries of church, state and the diplomatic corps. I was actu-
ally going to meet him! I told myself that I was now a seasoned 
diplomat with more than two decades of experience and should 
behave accordingly. Seeing others who were completely over-
come with emotion as they greeted the Pope did not help any.
 Later, the Papal Representation in Havana presented me with 
a photograph of the encounter that told its own story. 
 I had that photograph enlarged and framed, and it now 
occupies a prominent place in my home. Every time I look at it, 
the only description that comes to mind is that it was a brief but 
blessed encounter, and one of the high points in a fortunate 
career.  

Rita Ramlall is a retired Guyanese diplomat now 
living in Canada. Entering California Lutheran 
College with the Class of 1969, she graduated 
a year later than expected after switching her 
major from “pre-med” to the new program in 
Latin American Studies.

Guyana, California, Havana
Before meeting world leaders including Pope John Paul II as diplomat for my country, I 

had a memorable journey in late-’60s Thousand Oaks. 

By Rita Ramlall ’70
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LINKSMultimedia additions and alumni 

news from around the Web

Join master artists and thought 
leaders to discuss the major 
issues and philosophical 
underpinnings of 21st-century 
representational art. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
CALL FOR PAPERS, PLEASE VISIT:

TRAC2014.ORG

 
 
The Representational Art Conference is an  
international cultural event presented by the  
California Lutheran University Arts Initiative 

Keynote Speakers and Special Guest Panelist

THANK YOU TO TRAC2014 
SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

The Representational
Art Conference 2014
A conference about the aesthetic foundations 
of 21st century Representational Art. 

2014
The Representational 
Art Conference 2014

Roger Scruton, 
philosopher, author, 
writer and host of 
BBC2’s “Why Beauty 
Matters”

Juliette Aristides,
artist and author 
dedicated to rebuilding 
a traditional arts 
education in the Unitied 
States.

Odd Nerdrum,
esteemed Norwegian 
artist, will be in a 
special conversation 
with Roger Scruton 
focusing on 
beauty, kitsch, and 
representational art
of the 21st Century.
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FREDERICK R. WEISMAN MUSEUM OF ART

A R T  R E N E WA L  C E N T E R

March 2-5, 2014
Crowne Plaza | Ventura, California

COMING UP More reasons 
to visit campus

Gotta Dance!
Art exhibition of vintage movie posters
Friday, Nov. 15, through Saturday, Feb. 8
William Rolland Gallery of Fine Art
The free exhibition spotlights 40 
posters selected for their artistic and 
historical significance by movie producer 
Mike Kaplan from his collection. 
It takes up the film poster as an 
underappreciated art form and explores 
the diverse ways dance has been used 
as a dominant image. 
www.callutheran.edu/rolland

Christmas Festival Concerts
Gift of Winter
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 6-7, at 8 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 8, at 4 p.m.
Samuelson Chapel
The CLU Choral Ensembles sing familiar favorites and lesser-
known works and the University Symphony performs Vivaldi’s 
Concerto No. 4 in F minor, “L’inverno” (Winter), featuring senior 
music major Antonio Foreman, violin soloist. Wyant Morton and 
Daniel Geeting conduct. Arrive early. 
www.callutheran.edu/music 

MISS UNIVERSE MYANMAR
The first Miss Universe contestant from Myan-
mar (Burma) in more than 50 years has a CLU 
bachelor’s degree in business administration. Moe 
Set Wine (who graduated as Wai Wai Khine ’11) 
competed for the title Nov. 9 in Moscow, after this 
magazine went to press. We were unable to reach 
her for comment on being only the fourth Miss 
Universe contestant from her country and the first 

since the 1962 coup that set it on a path of military rule and isolation. 
The beauty queen told Thailand’s Bangkok Post that she sees op-
position leader and Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi as a role 
model for Myanmar women: “She inspires many of us. I think of her 
as a very strong person.” A CLU classmate and acquaintance of Moe 
Set Wine’s, Eiei Khin ’08, said that people in the worldwide Burmese 
community could not have asked for a better or lovelier representa-
tive: “She’s really a nice person, and I’m excited for her.” She added, 
“This shows that we’re reemerging back into the global scene.” 
Oct. 4 usatoday.com 

FAMILY ADAPTS TO COACH’S NOMADIC CAREER
Steve Hagen ’83 has held 16 jobs with 12 colleges and two National 
Football League teams, now the New York Jets. So his wife and four 
children move about every two years: “Our philosophy is — and this 
applies to the kids, too — we don’t lose friends, we just get more.” 
Aug. 9 www.nytimes.com
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PARENTS If this magazine is addressed to a 
daughter or son who has established a new address, 
please notify us at clumag@callutheran.edu or 805-
493-3151. Thank you!

60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787
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Work in  
Progress
Student life is getting its turn as the 
main focus of campus construction, 
with major academic and sports 
facilities completed in recent years. 
In October, associate vice president 
Ryan Van Ommeren (l), Board of 
Regents construction committee 
chair Ted Jensen and senior project 
manager Valerie Crooks checked 
out the kitchen area of the Ullman 
Dining Commons, which is set to 
open in the fall of 2014.
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