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OUT IN FRONT

Ideas for 
keeping 

infection in 
check made 

the animal 
shelter 

a better 
place and 

led to more 
adoptions. 
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Once a leader in U.S. movements for a 
nuclear freeze and a nuclear weapons 
test ban, Caroline Cottom ’64 now 
teaches meditation classes and writes 
a blog at her home in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
In their international experiences since 
the 1990s, she and her husband, Thom 
Cronkhite, have rarely been far from 
politics. She writes, “In Mexico our 
clients have included former members 
of Congress and a former Speaker 
of the House, as well as heads of 
government agencies, magistrates, and 
candidates for Congress. It fascinates me 
that these people find us!”
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Pets’ best 
friend

AMY CHIZK

At the Rockwall Animal Shelter east of 
Dallas, canine distemper was the mother of 
invention. Probably passed from raccoon 
droppings, the disease was affecting more 
than half of the dogs at the shelter when a 
nonprofit founded by Molly (Theis ’03) 
Peterson took over from the city in 2012.
 Although she was used to working with abused and 
neglected pets, Peterson had never seen an epidemic like this 
in her experience with shelters or animal fostering. Distemper 
symptoms mimic a cold at first, but the disease is deadly for 
dogs. The cats were also sick with feline herpes and ringworm.
 She knew the first thing she had to do was to establish pro-
tocols for sanitation. Workers began stepping in bleach buckets 
to pass through doorways and dipping leash leads in bleach. 
They sprayed the yard with chlorinated water after each dog’s 
turn at exercise.
 As she came up with additional ideas for keeping the infec-
tion in check, Peterson found that she could also improve the 
animals’ experience at the shelter, and even boost their chances 
for adoption.
 So the shelter laid down artificial turf in the yard and put 
up metal sheeting all the way to the top of the kennels. No 
more bumping noses and paws between cages, and the stress 
level of the dogs decreased.
 In an especially creative moment – “I don’t know, I saw a 
movie once, and it worked with criminals” – Peterson decided 
to put up one-way tinted glass on the kennels so that the ani-
mals would not see approaching visitors, but the visitors could 
see the animals. The glass tinting changed the atmosphere at 
the shelter, doing away with the familiar scene in which dogs 
rush to the front of their kennels to bark at all comers. 
 “If they’re not charging the pens, acting crazy, then people 
want to actually meet them,” Peterson said.
 The glass even helped to fight disease, by reducing animals’ 
stress levels and because workers could now check on them 
without touching.
 Peterson started her North Texas nonprofit in 2008 with 
a network of foster homes for pets, and it immediately began 
taking in between 650 and 1,000 animals a year. Last year, 
following the addition of the shelter in Rockwall, the group 
accepted 2,300 animals in all and had a “98 percent live 
outcome,” so that more than 2,000 healthy pets found homes. 
Only sick, aggressive or injured animals had to be euthanized. 
(Almost every day, however, the shelter turns away pets whose 

owners are not residents of the North 
Texas city.)
 The contract with Rockwall to run 
the shelter is exclusive, so Peterson’s group 
won’t be expanding to new cities right 
away. Instead, this year it plans to launch 
an investigative unit, complete with hid-
den cameras, “to shut down organizations 
that are inhumanely treating animals.”
 In addition to the problem of puppy 
mills, which has been addressed in part by 
a new state law, there are animal rescue 
operations in the region that follow their 
own standards of humane treatment, 
Peterson said.
 “That’s great that you’re taking care 
of 200 animals, but how often is your vet 
there? What are you doing for sanitation protocol? What are you 
doing when an animal is injured or there’s a dogfight? Is some-
body licensed around the clock for euthanasia?” she said.
 It was during her first semester at Cal Lutheran, after a trip to 
a poorly managed shelter in downtown LA, that Peterson began 
taking responsibility for animals in need. She spoke with people 
from animal rescue groups who were there taking photos, and the 
conversation had a lasting impact on her life. So did Charlie, the 
puppy she took in that day on a temporary basis, the first of many.
 For eight years after graduating with a degree in psychology, 
Peterson worked in California as a field counselor with mentally 
ill adults. She grew frustrated with the system, she said, and with 
the high percentage of patients who seemed to her determined to 
remain within it. 
 On the other hand, animals always want to improve their 
lot. Do what you can for them, she said, and you’ll find them 
“undyingly appreciative.”

Molly Peterson is the founder and president of the Collin County 
Humane Society. 
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harks have more to 
fear from us than we do from them. 
When we’re not going after their sup-
ply of fish, we’re ripping their fins off for 
soup or altering the ocean environments 
they live in, so that many species are 
endangered or threatened. 
  Even conservation scientists are a 
nuisance for sharks. To identify different 

populations, scientists need DNA. To get it, they capture the animals 
long enough to harvest dime-width plugs of skin and muscle. Not sure 
how much that hurts a great white, but captivity must be stressful. 
 Could there be a better way to go about this?
 Bryan Swig ’00, Ph.D., a marine biologist and lab coordinator 
at CLU, and Hayley Verner, a senior, are working on it. Their idea 
is to extract DNA from something that sharks have been known to 
leave behind: pieces of their teeth. 
 What gave them the idea? Well, it’s also true that people have 
something to fear from sharks. Off California’s shores, white sharks 
attack a handful of swimmers and surfers every year. Through col-
laboration with the nonprofit Shark Research Committee, Swig has 
tooth fragments from two such incidents in his laboratory. If he and 
students can collect good DNA evidence from the fragments, they 
might be able to say whether or not the marine offenders were from 
nearby populations of great whites. 

With whole teeth, the forensic investigation would 
be simpler, but in shark attacks the teeth “tend to fragment in the 
victim or in the surfboard,” said Swig. So you’re left with nothing but 
the hard enamel of a tooth’s exterior, which has been assumed to 
contain minimal amounts of DNA. 
 However, since researchers have recently been able to extract 
good DNA from ivory in elephant tusks, Swig thought that he and 
undergraduate students could give shark enamel a try. 
 For now, Swig and Verner are not aiming to identify individual 
sharks, but to find out whether the reputation of West Coast sharks 
has been sullied by the deeds of “rogue” sharks from distant waters. 
Recently, they have succeeded in getting DNA out of shark tooth 
fragments, though they don’t know yet if it’s the whole genome or 
smaller snippets of genetic code. Work remains to find out the qual-
ity of the DNA and the secrets it holds. 

To extract DNA from a tooth 
fragment, you first have to break down 

the enamel and throw away most of 
the material. Swig and Verner start by 
freezing a fragment in liquid nitrogen 

to make it brittle. Then they grind it to 
a powder with a mortar and pestle, the 
same way you’d crush dried peppers. 

Last, Swig and Verner (pictured) dissolve 
the calcium, spin the remaining liquid through 

a centrifuge, and use more chemical buffers 
as well as heat in an effort to discard nearly 
everything but DNA. When they’re satisfied 

with the sample, they use standard techniques 
to copy DNA millions of times and break it into 

pieces for further analysis. 

Losing a tooth is not a 
big deal for a white shark. 
Its rows of choppers roll 
forward like a very slow 

paddle wheel or combine 
harvester, as seen in this 
juvenile white shark jaw, 
which is kept in Swig’s 

Ahmanson Science Center 
lab. Recovered shark tooth 
fragments most likely come 

from the front row. 
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T
he first few times she tried to recruit people 
for an environmental health risk study, 
Justina (Cooney ’13) Lara met some wary 
and puzzled faces. It didn’t help to mention 
brain tests. The whole thing just requires a 
lot of explaining.  

 On the other hand, the political science graduate has been 
pleasantly surprised at the interest that the prospective study 
subjects demonstrate once they learn more about CLU’s multi-
year research project, supported by two grants worth $250,000 
from the California Wellness Foundation. The project seeks 
to evaluate various risks of pesticide exposure for people who 
work on or live close to farmland in Oxnard, and to give them 
new ways to respond to the risks. 
 Approached through trusted organizations in their commu-
nities, the farmworkers and others had questions (in English, 
Mixtec and Spanish) and often wanted to get involved, ac-
cording to faculty members and students on the project. They 
answered confidential surveys and submitted urine samples. 
Some of those fluent in Spanish have also sat for three-hour 
assessments that included tests of their attention, memory, 
information processing, motor speed and visuospatial skills. 
 In many ways, the subjects of all of this research are also the 
most important audience for it. In a survey that was distrib-
uted at community events, 71 of 101 respondents said that they 
were concerned about the quality of air and water where they 
lived. 
 Still, only one of them had spoken with a public official 
about the concern, and few reported any involvement in com-
munity groups or awareness that environmental issues were 
ever discussed. Their most common pesticide-related health 
concerns were allergies and asthma – and not, for example, an 
elevated risk of certain cancers. 
 “I was surprised that so many people wanted information 
and didn’t seem to have access to it before,” said Lara. 

The interdisciplinary project has generated excitement on 
campus in Thousand Oaks as well as Oxnard, where CLU’s 
Doctor of Psychology program is based next to the fields. This 
is a grand, multi-faceted effort of the sort you more often find 
at research institutions like the UCs. At the same time, the 
project is right at home at Cal Lutheran, given the opportuni-
ties it creates for students to gain both specialized expertise 
and skills needed to bring about social change.  
 For example, since all of the environmental test samples go 
to him, chemistry major Philip Albornoz has grown very 

when assessing the health risks of pesticide use, researchers will 
be able to look at the presence of pesticide metabolites in urine 
and the distance that participants live from fields as independent 
variables. They are also considering socio-economic factors such 
as possible correlations between pesticide exposure and house-
hold income.
 Secondly, all of the policy recommendations that come out 
of the project will have empirical data behind them, as opposed 
to ideology. “In social justice work, that’s extremely rare,” said 
political science professor Haco Hoang.
 For almost three years, Hoang and her students have been 
thinking about what resources Oxnard residents can use to 
develop their awareness of environmental issues and engage 
in dialogue. They’re also looking carefully at what’s stopping 
people from using the resources they have. In this case, the barri-
ers to civic engagement include language and a host of fears that 
have to do with retaliation at work and, sometimes, immigration 
status. 
 Because listeners don’t have to identify themselves when they 
call in, the researchers have taken an interest in popular radio 
shows, which survey respondents identified as a major source of 
news. As part of the study, Kaitlyn Noli ’11 assessed selected 
shows’ coverage of various topics, and discovered a void of talk 
about pollution and the environment. 
 But the potential for radio to have an impact remains great. 
“If you’ve ever listened to Spanish radio,” Hoang said, “they’re 
really good at soliciting listener participation, and they actually 
understand that farmworkers are their population.”

Cal Lutheran is bringing an array of tools to bear in its effort to understand 
the risks of exposure to chemicals on and around Ventura County farmland. 

Another look at pesticides, from every angle

comfortable with gas chromatography–mass spectrometry. With 
the GC-MS instrument, he identifies chemicals in the samples, 
including pesticides and metabolites of pesticides produced in the 
body.  
 Born in the Philippines, Albornoz said that he’s long been 
concerned about the effects of pollution. And he loves the work 
anyway: “Even if they hadn’t paid me over the summer, I would 
have done it.” 
 Meanwhile, Liz Ornelas, a doctoral student in psychol-
ogy, looks forward to administering those three-hour assess-
ments. “It’s fun,” she said. In the portion devoted to “objective” 
cognitive tests, the trained examiners scrupulously follow a flow 
chart of prompts – a dynamic script that avoids commentary or 
anything that could either discourage or cheer the participants. 
 There’s a balance to strike, since examinees need to feel com-
fortable and since “keeping them motivated is part of the testing 
process,” Ornelas said. Participants move through tasks such as 
repeating series of numbers forward and back, and naming colors 
on cards as fast as they can. 
 Because everyone tests differently, the Mexican-born doctoral 
student explained, you get to know people better than you do 
through, say, small talk, while opening “a whole other perspec-
tive on the person.”
 
Although similar tests have been part of previous research on 
pesticides, CLU’s interdisciplinary approach makes this study 
distinctive in at least two ways. 
 First, the data set that is being assembled, though limited in 
size, promises to have a lot of explanatory power. For example, 

“Just studying this population – 
low-income, limited-proficiency 
English speakers – with a grant at 
this level is groundbreaking in and 
of itself. This is what I always, 
always hoped I could be doing.”  
– assistant professor of psychology Rachel Casas

Faculty investigators Grady Hanrahan (chemistry), 
Rachel Casas (psychology) and Haco Hoang (political 
science) bring diverse perspectives to the project, funded 
by grants from the California Wellness Foundation. 
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Senior chemistry major Philip Albornoz uses gas chromatography–
mass spectrometry in one part of the study. “Even if they hadn’t 
paid me over the summer, I would have done it,” he said. 
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To understand the 
epidemic of childhood 
obesity, assistant 
professor of exercise 
science Louise Kelly 
studies the physical 
activity of children 
between 12 and 36 
months. Spoiler: there’s 
not enough of it.

Do you have any trouble finding 
toddlers to be in your studies?
No, and the beauty of what we do is that 
it’s not invasive. We’re not drawing blood; 
they just wear this little belt. The parents 
know we are not going to talk to them 
about weight or body fat. 
 When we measure the biological 
impedance (to estimate the amount of 
lean tissue), I just tell the kids it’s counting 
their muscles. I know it’s a white lie. I say, 
You’ve got a lot of muscle! You must run around 
and play! Hopefully, we’re planting a seed 
of activity. 

Less coddling, more toddling
Tell me about the little belts.
I started using these accelerometers back 
in ’99, as a student in Scotland. They were 
a little bit bigger and chunkier, and their 
software wasn’t as sophisticated. I was very 
skeptical – did they work? 
 So I went out and I observed. I 
watched about 50 different kids for hours 
and hours a day. Not only were the ac-
celerometers very useful for keeping track 
of movement, but I learned that a lot of 
the old data on physical activity was just 
wrong. 

How so?
Maybe 30 years ago, pediatric obesity used 
to be considered a low socio-economic-
status problem. Poor people were over-
weight and obese, and richer people were 
lean and fit and healthy. 
 But most of the old data came from 
people filling out questionnaires. When 
I looked at the analysis of the accelerom-
eter data, I found there was absolutely no 
difference in the physical activity levels 
between the rich and the poor kids. 
 The rich kids definitely participated 
in more structured activities. They went 
to ballet class, fencing class, tennis. But 
when you actually watched them – these 
were 3- to 5-year-olds – there was a lot 
of demonstration of technique. Yes, you 
need technique to get more active, but 
the parents were spending a lot of money 
on these lessons with very little physical 
activity being involved. 

Why do you focus on toddlers now? 
We’re looking at the physical activity 
levels of younger children because of what 
happens later. Between the ages of 3 and 
5, children go through one of the critical 
periods for the development of obesity, 
called the adiposity rebound. The BMI 
percentile drops just prior to that period, 

and as it starts to come back up, that 
period of increase is called the rebound. 
If it goes up too high too quickly, then 
they’re at future risk of obesity.
 Obese children rebound much ear-
lier, and now we’re finding out that lean 
children – normal-weight children – are 
rebounding earlier as well, putting them at 
risk for obesity, too. 
 The younger we look, if we know that 
physical activity is one of the modifier 
factors, then we can try to change, so that 
they’re not rebounding so quickly.

How active, or inactive, are toddlers 
these days?
A child will spend 80 percent-plus of their 
waking day sedentary. Girls are worse 
than boys. Most people believe it happens 
around the teenage years, and girls do 
become less physically active after they hit 
puberty. But in actual fact, we’re showing 
gender differences as young as 12 months.  

Isn’t the problem getting worse 
awfully fast? Why?
Within the last 10 years, I’d say, we’ve 
seen a dramatic increase in the prevalence 
of Type II diabetes in kids. It used to be a 
disease of retired people. Now, children 
as young as 8 and 9 have full-blown Type 
II diabetes. Our Hispanic, our African-
American children, many of our minor-
ity children are at higher risk because of 
genetic predisposition.
 It’s very complex. Cost of living has 
gone up. Parents are working two or three 

jobs. Access to food has decreased and fast 
food has become the norm. Kids start to 
emotionally eat because of loneliness and 
stress. Parents are not there, and there’s 
more access to TV and computer games. 
We’re keeping our children inside a lot 
more. A lot of parents that I work with 
have commented that they don’t know 
how to play with their kids, and they need 
some tips. 
 Parents are also terrified of their 
children being hungry, so they give in 
constantly. Children need structure, and 
if they don’t have it, they’re more likely to 
be overweight.

Is there any way to turn this around?
We are moving toward more interdis-
ciplinary research that takes the whole 
person into account. It needs to go into 
the community, with culturally appropri-
ate nutrition programs. We’re working on 
a grant to do that with 200-400 families 
in and around Ventura County.
 Another reason we work with toddlers 
is that younger children are more compli-
ant and susceptible to change. A teenager 
is not done for, obviously, but it’s easier 
to help the family change with a younger 
child than with a stroppy teenager, and 
they’re more open to changing as a family. 
 Normally, we’ve seen treatment in ado-
lescence for diabetes and other conditions, 
but we do want to get in and prevent these 
things from happening.

“I don’t know why the U.S. is cutting back 
on physical education. P.E. is the one subject 
that has been shown worldwide to increase 
academic performance.”

Kelly’s middle daughter, Aoibheann, 4, and youngest, Clodagh, 2 (in 
foreground wearing accelerometer belt), have helped out with their 
mother’s scholarly work as study participants.
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CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

CLU President Chris Kimball (center left) shares a relaxed 
moment at the Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach with Fine Art 
Connoisseur magazine editor Peter Trippi (left), art professor 
and co-organizer Michael Pearce and keynote speaker Roger 
Scruton, a philosopher of aesthetics. Juliette Aristides, an 
artist dedicated to rebuilding traditional forms of education, 
also delivered a keynote address at the conference.

Tradition has a future, say artists  
at major event
An international group 
of about 375 people, 
many of them painters, 
sculptors and writers 
on art, descended on 
Ventura, Calif., March 
2-5 for TRAC 2014: The 
Representational Art 
Conference, a scholarly 
affair on 21st-century art 
produced with traditional 
techniques. 
 The acclaimed Norwe-
gian painter Odd Nerd-
rum spoke on a panel, 
and scholars and artists 
gave speeches and art 
demonstrations. 
 To find out what 
representational art is all 
about, you can still do 
as TRAC 2014 attend-
ees did one evening on the CLU campus: 
see related exhibitions at the Kwan Fong 
Gallery of Art and Culture (through April 
12) and the William Rolland Gallery of Fine 
Art (through April 17). The conference, 

co-founded by CLU art professors Michael 
Pearce and Michael Lynn Adams ’72, is one 
of the showpieces of the California Lutheran 
University Arts Initiative.

Landmark gift to boost endowed 
scholarships by 20 percent

Veterans Try 
out Business 
Concepts in 
Workshop
Seventeen military veterans 
from around Ventura 
County, including Mel 
Lowry (center) and Thao 
T. “Jane” Hill, attended 10 
Saturday workshops on 
entrepreneurship taught this 
spring by assistant professor 
Nelson Pizarro. Participants 
received full scholarships, 
with partial funding from a 
Ventura County Community 
Foundation grant.

For most of the nonprofit’s 11-year life, 
StoryCorps has collected interviews inside 
of an Airstream trailer outfitted with a 
recording booth. Eloise (Olson ’70) Cohen 
entered the muffled compartment late last 
year to be interviewed by her husband, 
Chuck, while the trailer was parked next 
to KCLU’s studios. Her story goes to the 
oral history archives with that of about 
80,000 others from every walk of life in all 
50 states. 

In the largest ever gift for scholarships at Cal Lutheran, the estate of John R. Manken 
donated $4.7 million to the University as a permanent endowment. Manken Family 

Scholarships are expected to provide about $240,000 annually to students who are 
seeking teaching credentials or majoring in physics, math or religion, representing a 20 
percent increase in scholarship outlays from endowed funds.
 Manken, who died two years ago on March 27, had a 40-year career as an 
elementary schoolteacher and principal, having earned his bachelor’s in music and 
two doctorates, in music and educational administration, all at the University of 
Southern California. An only child and a Lutheran, Manken decided after his moth-
er’s death in 1988 that he wanted to make it possible for others to have the same 
opportunity at CLU that he had at USC – the opportunity to attend college on a 
scholarship. 
 Generations of students will benefit from this act of generosity. In a gift to 
CLU years ago, Manken bought display cases for a Pearson Library collection of 
Reformation-era Bibles that was donated by a lifelong friend of his, Josephine Bell. 
He first came to campus for the Scandinavian Festival in 1988.

Bloomquist named seminary dean
The Rev. Karen L. 
Bloomquist started 
work Jan. 6 as the 
dean of Pacific 
Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary in 
Berkeley, Calif. A 
few days before 
that, PLTS offi-
cially became part 
of CLU, adding 

about 80 students and nine faculty mem-
bers. Bloomquist, who holds a doctorate in 

theology from Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City, is a former director of 
the department for theology and studies at 
the Lutheran World Federation, based in 
Geneva. She has taught at several American 
theological seminaries, served congregations 
in Oakland and elsewhere as a pastor, and 
been active in global interfaith, social justice 
and humanitarian efforts. She earned her 
master’s in divinity from PLTS and received 
its Distinguished Alumna Award in 1992.

MobileBooth in town

John R. Manken worked with Della Greenlee, the 
now retired director of scholarships and founda-
tion relations, to establish the scholarships to be 
funded upon his death by the bulk of his estate.

A new School of Management business 
incubator will open this summer in a nearly 
18,000-square-foot site in Westlake Village 
just off of Highway 101. Graduate programs 
in entrepreneurship and economics and the 
Center for Economic Research and Fore-
casting will relocate from the main campus 
in Thousand Oaks. One of CLU’s low-
cost community counseling clinics will also 
relocate to the new center. A second clinic 
continues to serve Oxnard with counsel-
ing and psychotherapy for families, couples, 
children and individuals.

Incubator, counseling 
clinic in Westlake 
Village expansion
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More than 120 guests 
attended the inaugural 
President’s Dinner on 
campus Feb. 20. Current 
and former members 
of Cal Lutheran’s Board 
of Regents joined select 
Annual Fund donors for 
a champagne reception 
in the William Rolland 
Gallery of Fine Art, 
followed by dinner in 
Lundring Events Center.
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CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

Helen Adeline Olson
Oct. 29, 1913 – Jan. 18, 2014

Known for her quiet grace, kindness and charm, Helen Olson played a 
pivotal role at California Lutheran College while her husband, Raymond 
Olson, served as president from 1963 to 1971. The former first lady 
passed away just a few months after celebrating her 100th birthday.
 Olson welcomed new students and faculty to campus and 
introduced community and church members to CLC by hosting 
hundreds of campus events. She supported art and music programs, 
helped shape the traditions that established the CLC Guild and founded 
the Women’s League, which raised scholarship funds.
 She and her husband created the annual Sarah and Thomas Hilleson 
Award for a deserving art student and the Raymond M. Olson Family 
Scholarship, and sponsored construction of the Olson Family Gazebo 
in Kingsmen Park. She was a founding board member of the CLC-
Conejo Symphony League and a founding member of the Conejo Valley 
Historical Society and the Alliance for the Arts. She and her husband 
received the Christus Award in 1998.
 She met her future husband while earning a teaching credential from 
Waldorf College in Forest City, Iowa. The couple had been married 69 
years when he passed away in 2006.
 Olson is survived by daughters Eloise (Olson ’71) Cohen and Signe 
Rich, son Rolf Olson ’66, six grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Pamela Kaufman
May 22, 1923 – Oct. 21, 2013

Pamela Kaufman, a staunch feminist, 
activist and progressive who established 
the Women’s Studies Program at 
California Lutheran College in 1974, has 
died at the age of 90.
 Kaufman taught linguistics and 
cinema at CLC from 1970-75 after 
a successful career as an actress in 
New York. Among her many roles 
on Broadway were Christine in I 

Remember Mama and Mary in Life with Father. She was selected “best 
new actress” by Cleveland Armory for the Saturday Evening Post in 1947.
 In 1948, she married Walter Coy, and the couple relocated to 
California. When that marriage ended in divorce, she wed screenwriter 
Charles Kaufman. During this time, she earned a bachelor’s degree and a 
Ph.D. in English literature from UCLA.
 When Kaufman’s first novel, Pandora, was published in 1977, she 
gave up academia to write full time. She authored Shield of Three Lions, 
an international best-seller, Banners of Gold, The Book of Eleanor and The 
Prince of Poison.
 She is survived by son Bruce Coy ’73, three stepdaughters, six 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Another son, Theodore 
Coy, T.C. ’87, preceded her in death.

Barbara Hudson
Feb. 2, 1921 – Jan. 16, 2014

Barbara Hudson, the first drama professor at California Lutheran 
College, has died at the age of 92. She was a founding faculty member 
who taught speech and drama from 1961 to 1975.
 Hudson was the Iowa State Debate Champion at the age of 14. She 
completed high school at 16 and went on to receive a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Iowa in 1942. She worked at WHO Radio in Des 
Moines, where she wrote and hosted two shows.
 Prior to the start of World War II, Hudson had earned a private 
pilot’s license and was later recruited to serve in the first class of the 
U.S. Marine Corps Women’s Reserve as a second lieutenant. Following 
the war, she settled in Hollywood and completed a master’s degree in 
theater at the University of Southern California.
 After moving to Thousand Oaks, she became active in the Conejo 
Players as an actor and director. At CLC she founded The King’s Players, 
a touring drama group that performed throughout the southwest. 
 At the age of 62, Hudson, who served as a missionary for Calvary 
Community Church in Westlake Village, wrote a series of dramatic 
monologues based on women of the Bible. For the next 25 years, she 
performed at churches, schools, prisons and conferences throughout 
California, across the U.S., and in Canada, Europe and Israel. 
 She is survived by daughters Jean (Powers ’70) Cross and Cathy 
Powers ’72, two grandsons and two great-granddaughters.

Jarvis Streeter VII
July 6, 1949 – Dec. 23, 2013

Jarvis Streeter died at the 
age of 64 following more 
than two years of facing 
and talking openly about 
his pancreatic cancer. The 
longtime professor of religion 
had such a wide range of 
interests and capabilities that 
a CLU colleague dubbed 
him “the hyphenated man – 
teacher-scholar-pastor-actor-
musician-inspirer-author-
carpenter-traveller.”
 A beloved professor, 
Streeter took special interest 

in his students’ lives. He acted with them in plays, sang and played 
guitar in bands and officiated at their weddings. He was named 
Professor of the Year by the Class of 1991, received the President’s 
Excellence in Teaching Award in 2004 and was given an Honorary 
Alumnus Award in April 2013.
 Streeter regularly offered a class on Faith and Reason that 
explored his fascination with the connection between science and 
theology. His forthcoming book, God and the History of the Universe, 
which he completed while he was dying, deals with this interplay.
 Outside of the classroom, he served as president of the board 
of the Kingsmen Shakespeare Company, a member of the steering 
committee of the Association of Teaching Theologians of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and a former board member 
of the Alleluia Dance Theater.
 He earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology from the University 
of Southern California, a master’s degree in divinity from Luther 
Seminar, a master’s degree in sacred theology from Yale University 
Divinity School and a doctorate in theology from Southern Methodist 
University. He spent an additional year at Yale as a research fellow. 
He taught high school science and math in a remote Kenyan Village 
and served as a church pastor in Minneapolis.
 Streeter is survived by Susan, his wife of 25 years, father Jarvis 
Streeter VI, two stepdaughters and two stepgrandchildren. The 
Streeter Family Endowment for the Kingsmen Shakespeare Company 
has been established at CLU in his honor.

With daughter Eloise Cohen 
at her 100th birthday party

Hudson with creative arts 
faculty members in 1963
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Cal Lutheran by the numbers
Match them with descriptions

Find the answers and more numbers, from the University’s balance sheets 
to the current record for the Loop da Lu 5k, in the Annual Report, which is 
now available online at www.callutheran.edu/annualreport. Status updates 
in the report include a look at progress on the University’s strategic plan.

Current age of Enormous 
Luther, aka Gumby. He 
was a gift from the Class 
of 1964. He’ll turn a year 
older on Oct. 17.

 
Gallons of paint used 
to cover the rocks 
on Mount Clef in the 
annual tradition for new 
students each fall

Number of countries  
represented by CLU’s 
international students

Number of Cal Lutheran 
alumni to the nearest  
thousand

In Memoriam
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4 Go to Israel and Jordan with CLU
A group of staff and faculty members will be taking a 12-day educa-
tional tour of Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem, Amman and Petra starting 
on (or about) July 28, and the Study Abroad Center is encouraging 
alumni to join. Guest lectures and other meetings with Israelis and 
Jordanians will touch on history, religion, politics, development and 
trade. 
 In addition to air travel, the cost is $2,500 per person for ac-
commodations, planned excursions and lectures, and one or two 
meals each day. For information, contact Stephanie Shaker Sullivan 
in the Study Abroad Center at shaker@callutheran.edu.

Candlemas at chapel
With the Office of 
Campus Ministry 
established as a 
field site for them, 
Simon Kim and 
other students from 
St. John’s Seminary 
in Camarillo began 
coordinating monthly 
Catholic masses in 
Samuelson Chapel 
this February.BR
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SPORTS NEWS

As members of the Orville Dahl 
Society, Eric ’92 and Amanda 
Berg ’92 are committed to 
leaving a lasting legacy at Cal 
Lutheran University. Amanda 
received her BA in Religion and 
Communications and Eric received 
his BS in Biology in 1992. More 
than two decades later, their 
daughter Anna enrolled at Cal 
Lutheran making them a true 
Legacy Family.

“We have decided to include 
Cal Lutheran in our estate plan 
because we see this as a great 
way to continue the legacy of faith 
and education that we have been 
given from the saints that came 
before us,” said the Bergs. “We 
love Cal Lutheran and feel the 
world needs the compassion and 
understanding that Cal Lutheran 
graduates bring with them!”

ABOUT THE ORVILLE DAHL SOCIETY 
The Orville Dahl Society was established to honor those who provide for 

California Lutheran University in their estates. It was named in recognition 

of founding president Orville Dahl, who was instrumental in the develop-

ment of the University as well as its endowment.

Orville Dahl Society 
Office of Estate and Gift Planning  
California Lutheran University 

805-493-3166 

www.clugift.org

LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY

“We have decided to 
include Cal Lutheran in  
our estate plan because  
we see this as a great way 
to continue the legacy of 
faith and education that  
we have been given.”

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
Discover how you can create a lasting legacy to Cal Lutheran by 
becoming a member of the Orville Dahl Society. Call 805-493-3166 or 
visit www.clugift.org.

8 All-Americans named
Taking All-America honors for the second consecutive fall semester 
in 2013 were Regals Kylie McLogan and Melissa Skiba, tagged as 
First Team honorees in volleyball and cross-country, respectively. 
Max Zappas was a Second Team men’s water polo selection, and 
Allie Eason was a Third Team volleyballer. Additionally, Lauren 
Rohach, Jackie Russell ’13 and Hayley Tamagni received Honorable 
Mentions for volleyball, and Jesse Owen earned the same status as 
goalie for the men’s water polo team.
 McLogan etched her name in the CLU record books eight 
times with career and single-season records for kills. Skiba has 
recorded some of the fastest runs in school history on the course 
and track as part of the CLU track & field team, and has another 
season in front of her. In the pool, Zappas is tied for the single-
season record for drawn ejections with 55 and is second all-time in 
the same category.

Solid year for diving, hoops
In February, three Cal Lutheran divers advanced to NCAA Divi-
sion III regional competition in Iowa, and the men’s and women’s 
basketball squads made appearances in the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Post Season Tournament.
 Regals diver Sheyenne Machida earned the opportunity to com-
pete in both the one- and three-meter events. She ended her four-
year CLU diving career with her name in the record books twice, 
for 6-dive and 11-dive lists on each board. The first two Kingsmen 
divers to advance to this postseason competition, Ryan Brem and 
Joey Zielsdorf, will return to compete for Cal Lutheran next year. 
They each set CLU records this season as well.
 Kingsmen basketball produced a 19-8 overall record in 2013-14 
and made it to the SCIAC Post Season Tournament for the fifth 
time. Putting their conference finale loss to the same foe behind 
them, the Kingsmen pulled off a 54-53 upset of Claremont-Mudd-
Scripps to make it to the tournament final, where they fell to 
Chapman. 
 Meanwhile, the Regals team lost a 68-72 semifinal thriller to 
Chapman in the SCIAC Post Season Tournament. The Regals were 
tournament champions in 2012 and 2013 and wanted badly to 
three-peat. They mounted an impressive but incomplete comeback 
from 17 points behind with 12:15 remaining in regulation.

Sheyenne Machida
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ICE RINKS
Ice rinks in Southern California used to be scarce and 
junior leagues almost nonexistent. The Los Angeles Kings 
came on the scene in the late ’60s, built an arena – and 
soon played home games for thousands of empty seats. 
 As everyone knows, the turnaround came when Wayne 
Gretzky, “the Great One,” skated into LA in an extraordinary 
trade with the Edmonton Oilers in 1988. Suddenly, the Kings 
were the hottest ticket in town, at least the equal of a “Showtime” 
Lakers game.
 In fact, one year prior to that, international students from 
Norway formed a CLU club team that played its last game in 
1992. Members of that very popular first squad also came from 
Finland, Canada, Minnesota and elsewhere, according to the 
former faculty adviser and coach. 
 Now, ice hockey is back at Cal Lutheran with a new brand of 
club team. The Knights were founded five years ago by Spencer 
Votipka ’12, a current MBA student and former freestyle special-
ist on the Kingsmen swimming team. 
 It’s turned out that Votipka, a Colorado native, and team 
captain Antonio Foreman, a local from Agoura Hills, have had 
most of their luck recruiting products of the Southern California 
junior ice hockey and roller hockey programs that were inspired 
in large part by Gretzky. There is now just one Norwegian on the 
20-member team as well as one player who hails from the North-
west Territories of Canada. 
 The Knights began more as a social and recreational club than 
a competitive one. Charter members would get together to learn 
the rules, watch games on television, and attend LA Kings and 
Anaheim Ducks games here and there. Club members also partici-
pated in open-rink “stick time” classes at the nearby Simi Valley 
Iceoplex where they could learn hockey skills.
 Fast-forward to the 2013-14 season, from October through 
February, and the team was drawing crowds of more than 100 to 
home games at the Iceoplex and racking up a winning record. 

 The highlight of the season came in February, when the CLU 
Knights traveled to take on the Notre Dame University club team 
(not the powerhouse Division I team) at the Compton Family 
Center, a 5,200-seat state-of-the-art facility built in 2011. The 
Knights suffered two losses in South Bend, Ind., but they had an 
unforgettable trip and also lined up a contest against Notre Dame 
in Simi Valley for next October, Foreman said.

“Hockey’s been my passion since I was 6 and the Colorado 
Avalanche won the Stanley Cup,” said Votipka, who added that 
when he arrived at CLU he was surprised at how little students 
knew about the sport.
 “A lot of them didn’t even know that a Southern California 
team (the Ducks) had won the Stanley Cup just the year before,” 
he said.
 Once Votipka, a defenseman, was able to assemble enough 
players to field a team, the Knights joined a “non-check” league at 
the Iceoplex. As their level of play improved, the Knights last year 
joined the Pacific Coast Hockey Association, playing “full-check” 
games against college hockey clubs including UC Santa Barbara, 
UC San Diego, San Jose State and Chapman College.
 Zach Margeson, son of the ice hockey coach at nearby Oaks 
Christian High School, was brought on as coach and guided the 
team to a 9-4-1 record in 2012-13.
 According to Foreman – an enthusiastic team promoter and 
motivator who helped to build 21 player stalls in an Iceoplex 
dressing room – it was during one game against Chapman in that 
successful season, played at the home of the Anaheim Ducks, that 
the Knights “went from a half-devoted team to a real-deal team.”
 The Knights defeated the more established Chapman squad 8-5 
that day, but the victory was only part of the transformation. 
 “I looked up and down,” Foreman remembered. “We were 
playing at the Honda Center. Everything was so professional. The 
rink, the equipment, the coach wearing a suit and tie…. It really 
set a fire to my belly.”

 After the game, Foreman talked it over with his teammates. “I 
told them, ‘We can do this next year. Let’s make it happen. Just 
stick with me.’”
 Club members recruited classmates and friends, and when prac-
tice began last fall, the roster had doubled to 20 players. That is a 
remarkable achievement considering that the Knights are not part 
of the CLU Athletic Department and that money for the Iceoplex 
rental, travel, equipment, referees and other expenses comes out 
of the players’ pockets. The Knights also receive funding from the 
CLU Student Senate.
 “We’re representatives of the school and we hold ourselves to 
the school’s standard,” said Foreman, an accomplished violinist 
on the University Symphony and the featured soloist at CLU’s 
last Christmas Festival Concerts. “No one on this team slacks on 
academics.”

Getting the word out about the Knights, Foreman said, has 
been the biggest challenge. To that end, he’s created a club web-
site, www.CLUHockey.com, and a Facebook page, and is toying 
with the idea of producing video webcasts.
 After graduation in May, Foreman said he would love com-
ing back as an assistant coach. He’d also love seeing ice hockey 
become a collegiate sport at CLU, but realizes that it is unlikely 
given the small number of college ice hockey teams in the West 
and the high travel costs that implies.
 Making hockey official at Cal Lutheran might require alumni 
fans to establish a fund to help cover expenses, which will ap-
proach $30,000 in the season to come, according to Foreman. 
“Other than that, no way,” he said. “But the goal is to get there 
someday.”

John Cressy is a freelance writer who works in public relations for Whisen-
hunt Communications of Ventura and teaches writing skills to probation 
officers. He is a former staff writer, columnist and sports editor for the 
Ventura County Star.

CLU warms to
ice hockey, again
Players on the CLU Knights club team came out of Southern California junior programs as well 
as countries known for ice hockey. In five years, the team has gone from a few guys learning 
skating and stick skills to the “real deal.”

By John Cressy

CLU Knights forward Paul Norick  
and teammates attend practice at the  
Iceoplex in Simi Valley.
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Not political

World 
Class

From disaster relief 

to organizational 

development to 

nuclear disarmament, 

Cal Lutheran’s first 

graduates made their  

mark far beyond the 

United States.

By Kevin Matthews

To win one of the greatest political 
fights of an era, Caroline Cottom 
learned…to love unconditionally.

To get a sense of Cottom at work, picture the defense policy 
adviser of a U.S. representative ranting at her, across the length of 
a large office, about the pressures his boss was under. Disarmament 
lobbyists had not elected the congressman, the adviser fumed, and 
they had no right to ask him to vote against his better judgment. 
 Cottom writes that she heard out the congressional staffer for 
20 minutes until he fell silent and finally apologized. Moments 
later, he was explaining to her how she could better get his boss’s 
attention. 
 Whenever it was time to pick up the phone and call an official, 
Cottom stopped and waited to feel love for the person. This is still 
what Cottom advises social activists to do, no matter their issue 
of concern. If it’s hard to feel love for a particular government 
or corporate official, she says, address yourself to the person’s 
“spiritual essence or soul. Feel love for this soul.”

By mistake, Cottom arrived at Cal Lutheran the day before the 
first registration for students in 1961. She was recruited to assist 

50 YEARS OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

Not political as a young person, Caroline Cottom ’64 woke 
up to the danger of nuclear holocaust in the early 1980s. With 
a busload of people from Nashville, Tenn., she joined 1982’s 
million-person protest in Washington, D.C., demanding an end 
to the Cold War arms race. 
 At the time, many Americans were just becoming aware 
that the United States and the Soviet Union had 50,000 nuclear 
weapons between them.
 During the next decade, Cottom – who had a doctorate in 
educational policy and a bit of unrelated political experience – 
would direct the national campaign for a nuclear freeze and lead 
the U.S. coalition for a worldwide, comprehensive nuclear test 
ban. She went to the Reykjavik summit in 1986 and to Kazakh-
stan in 1990, where the Soviets conducted their tests. She did 
international television interviews and addressed delegates to the 
United Nations. 
 Most importantly, she developed a constructive relationship 
with Al Gore during his career in the House and the Senate and 
as vice president. Gore ultimately was a key vote in passing a 
moratorium on nuclear tests, which was signed into law by Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush. The United States exploded a nuclear 
weapon for the last time on Sept. 23, 1992. 
 As she recounts in a soul-baring memoir published in 2012, 
Love Changes Things … Even in the World of Politics, Cottom was 
jolted into action in 1983 by what she perceived to be a bolt 
of lightning. She began having dreams laden with symbolism 
and hearing the voices of spiritual guides. Accordingly, she ap-
proached her dealings with arms control experts and powerful 
men (almost always men) as perhaps no one else would have.
 “The message was that I was to love these people,” she said in 
an online video interview that she gave near her home in Oaxaca, 
Mexico. “That’s just not how we normally approach work.”
 This was no romantic love, but an imperative to hold every-
one she dealt with in the highest regard, unconditionally. To 
ratchet down international tensions, Cottom first of all had to 
disarm individuals, “loving and encouraging decision-makers to 
value the totality of who they are.”

Then director of the Nuclear Weapons Freeze Campaign, 
Cottom (far left) and other U.S. peace leaders at the  
Reagan-Gorbachev arms control summit in Reykjavik,  
Iceland, show their support for a U.S.-USSR test ban.
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When Al Stone
with the event and soon met every one of the original students. 
Later, the English major organized monthly visits to the state 
mental hospital in Camarillo by groups of 10 students, an outreach 
effort that involved at least one-fourth of the student body. 
 Cottom fondly recalls the required daily chapel services held 
in the dormitories: “It wasn’t always religious information or even 
spiritual information. But it was always about values and about 
what mattered,” she said.
 One day, as Cottom remembers it, a speaker at chapel began 
raising his voice while talking about the Christian life and com-
manded everyone there in the Alpha dorm rec room to stand up. 
He noticed that one person, Cottom, remained in her chair, and 
he stopped near her and yelled again, “Stand up!” 
 It would turn out that this speaker had a point to make about 
thinking for oneself rather than obeying, rather than just following 
orders. Cottom had done the right thing by trusting herself and 
remaining seated throughout. She would remember how that felt, 
and she kept her choice with her as a “moral compass.”

By age 37, Al Stone had all the 
experience he needed to lend a hand 
as Managua, Nicaragua, responded 
to the devastating 1972 earthquake.

50 YEARS OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

When Al Stone ’64 finished his U.S. Foreign Service assignment 
in Vietnam in 1970, a bureaucrat wrote an understated comment in 
his personnel file: “Works well in unstructured environments.” 
 That phrase was and remains a good summation of Stone’s 
eventful life. 
 In his career with the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), Stone supported relief for refugees in South 
Vietnam, directed health programs in Nigeria in the aftermath of 
the Biafran war, chartered ships to aid survivors of the deadliest 
tropical cyclone in history, and helped to rebuild immediately fol-
lowing the 1972 earthquake that destroyed much of Managua.
 Born in Texas in the Dust Bowl economy of 1935, Stone 
began acquiring, early, the skills he would need for unexpected 
and daunting tasks. His father worked on railroads after the family 
farm was lost, and his mother served food at Harvey Houses along 

the Santa Fe Railway. While some people his age were starting 
college in the 1950s, Stone was becoming possibly the youngest 
conductor on the Southern Pacific, or S.P., Railroad. 
 None of his childhood experiences, however, prepared him 
for the way people lived just across the Mexican border, along the 
route operated by S.P. out of Arizona. 
 “There were people literally under a piece of metal in a hole 
in the ground,” said Stone, choking up during a Skype call from 

 It’s all right to obey, Cottom says, as long as we always follow 
“that inner voice that resonates with us – whether it comes in 
reflection or in meditation or in prayer or in the voice in the 
pulpit.”
 “The key is listening to that inner nudging,” she added. “For 
some people it’s a creative life, for others it’s a spiritual life, for 
others it may be something else. Often when that voice comes, 
there’s fear about it, because it means maybe changing your 
direction.”

To learn more about Cottom’s current work to support individual and 
social change, visit the blog she co-authors with her husband at www.
lovechangesthings.net. Cottom also moderates the book discussion group 
Love & Social Change through goodreads.com. 

The United States exploded a nuclear weapon 
for the last time on Sept. 23, 1992.

• Peace Corps service in Thailand
• Doctorate in educational policy
• CLU Alumni Association’s Humanitarian Concerns 

Award in 1989
• As a consultant, helped Fiji to create a 20-year youth 

development plan, a national sports policy for people 
of all ages, and a widely taught program called Seeds of 
Success for spiritual and character development

World Class

Cottom meets (clockwise from top left) a caravan of 
test ban supporters from Tennessee in Washington, 
D.C., in 1989; Soviet veterans of World War II at Lenin-
grad cemetery in 1988; and fellow test ban leaders at a 
Nevada Test Site citizens’ protest in 1990.

In 1970, the Stone 
family has an opportunity 
to stop in Mumbai, India. From left, 
they are Al III or “Butch,” Jim, Nancy, Al Jr., 
Eric, Janice and Ken.

After Cal Lutheran
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his home in New Mexico. “It’s just a hell of a thing to know that 
those people are living literally on the same five acres we are and 
they’re starving to death. Very early, I decided that I wanted to do 
something to better their lives, and that’s when I started going to 
college.”
 Although he joined the Marines and later accepted various jobs 
to support his family, Stone kept his mind set on work with the 
State Department for a Latin American mission.

Four of Al and Nancy Stone’s five children were born by the 
time he graduated from Cal Lutheran with a double major in eco-
nomics and business. As the oldest student on campus and the only 
one who was married, he was not much involved in social life, he 
said. At one point he worked as a security guard on campus, in 
addition to jobs elsewhere.
 Stone remembers the breadth of the education he received, 
especially useful for the Foreign Service, and the tiny classes. One 
of his Spanish classes had just two students and often met at a 
restaurant because the classmate could afford to treat. He thinks his 
teacher, Rhoda Dybvig, would have been proud when he made 
his first speech in Spanish in 1972, as the U.S. representative to 
the Guatemala-based Central American Common Market Bank, 
“since no one laughed or sniggered.”

Although he still lived in Washington, D.C., Stone was 
finally part of an official Latin American mission. He was getting 
used to his duties when, very early in the morning on Dec. 23, 
1972, Managua was leveled by a major earthquake and two big 
aftershocks. High-rises and tilt-up buildings came down, thousands 
of people were killed, 20,000 were injured and 250,000 were 
left homeless. As Nancy Stone writes in a new memoir about her 
family’s life abroad, vendors from the countryside had swollen the 
population of Managua before Christmas, and “no one will ever 
know the real death toll on that awful day.”
 Based on his handling of difficult situations since his time in 
Vietnam, Stone, age 37, was chosen to manage the $140 million 
U.S. reconstruction loan program as capital development officer. 
He also oversaw British and domestic reconstruction funds. In 
postwar Nigeria, Stone had run measles and smallpox vaccina-
tion programs. After that, from Washington, he coordinated food 
aid by ship to the area (not yet independent Bangladesh) that was 
still suffering effects of the Bhola cyclone, which killed 500,000 
people. 
 When he arrived in Managua for the first time shortly after 
Christmas, Stone realized that he would effectively lead the U.S. 
response, with help from a team of Nicaraguan specialists and 
about 3,000 laborers who cleared rubble. Although the workers’ 
temporary camp was crude, with metal roofs placed on box-like 

dwellings, Stone was proud to be housing and putting to work 
some of the people most affected by the quake. 
 With 660 city blocks severely damaged, Managua looked as 
though it had been carpet-bombed. Fires burned and services were 
at a halt: water, electricity, traffic, communications and the health-
care system.
  When everything needs fixing at once, where do you start?
 “You walk around and you open your eyes, and you ask a lot 
of questions, and you try to be sensible,” Stone said. 
 One of his main accomplishments was to get the health system 
moving again. Hospitals that had been functioning before the 
quake were no longer standing, so Stone was forced to renovate a 
former hospital, Velez Paiz, that was already overflowing with the 
quake’s wounded and dead. 
 To add a 115-bed wing to Velez Paiz, he said, “I drew the 
floor plan on the back of an envelope,” and the minister of public 
works found lumber. It was up within days, he said.
 Over more than two years, Stone oversaw many reconstruction 
projects, from hospitals and 66 clinics to a system of storm drains 
and a 260-kilometer market road to Managua for farmers. Except 
for one son, Al III, then a student at Cal Lutheran, the whole 
family drove to Managua with a 14-foot trailer in June 1973, an 
odyssey recounted by Nancy Stone in the memoir Iguanas on My 
Roof (2014).

50 YEARS OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

• Awarded medal for Vietnam Civilian Service 
• Gave logistical support to scholars uncovering the ruins 

at Tikal, in Guatemala
• Directed international sales for Osborne Computer 

Corp., founded in 1980, which made one of the first 
portable computers

World Class

“You open your eyes, and you ask a lot of questions, and you try to be sensible.”

Residential areas (left) and hundreds of city blocks were blanketed with Managua’s remains on Dec. 23, 1972. When 
Stone arrived soon after Christmas, he set about housing and paying workers who cleared the rubble by hand. 

At home in Las Cruces, N.M., Stone follows business news, 
particularly on stem cell research, and he cooks.
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In more than 
40 countries, 

Roger Anderson 
has listened 

well and helped 
organizations 

to develop their 
employees and 

adapt to change.

When the Ice BowlWhen the Ice Bowl was played in Green Bay in 1967, Roger 
Anderson ’64 was in the middle of his Peace Corps service 
in Ahvaz, a majority-Arab city at the southwest corner of Iran. 
About 300 American volunteers were scattered around the 
country with him in 1966-68. 
 One difference between Anderson and the medical students 
he had in English classes then was that he needed to know who’d 
won. So he walked five miles in order to find a copy of the 
International Herald Tribune recounting the heroics of Bart Starr 
with practically no time remaining on the clock. 
 “I was young enough and arrogant enough when I went to 
Iran that I thought, I’m not a typical American,” Anderson said. 
“My experience there made me realize I was much more typical 
than I wanted to admit.”
 Over time and over a career in organizational development 
consulting, Anderson saw that it was all right to be an American 
and an outsider overseas. He lived in Iran for a second time in ST
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Say it with a 
picture!
Upload photos of your family vacations, alumni 
reunions, and adventures around the globe at 
www.callutheran.edu/alumni/. We’ll run them in the 
magazine or post them on the alumni website. 

And don’t forget to Follow the Flag! Request your CLU 
ALUMNI flag by email at alumni@callutheran.edu. 

Lauren Chambers ’08 (holding 
flag) spent two weeks serving 
the people in the Hill 
tribes just north of Fang 
in northern Thailand and 
ended the trip by enjoying 
“some of the more 
touristy things Thailand 
had to offer.”
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 Class  
 Representatives
 Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
’64

 lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

 Marty (Ronning) Schwalm
 mgudrunto@verizon.net

 Class Representative
 Ruth Ann Johnson’65

 raj1036@att.net

’66  Class Representative
 Judy (Lavenberg) Halweg
 judybugila@gmail.com 

’67  Class Representatives
 David and Janet (Monson) 
 Andersen
 davidandersen42@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 Gerry Price’68

 doodlesdad@aol.com 

’69  Class  
 Representatives
 Jim and Judy  
 (Wacker) Day

 jimjudy@suddenlink.net

’70 Class Representative
Paula Morgan-Martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com

’71 Class Representative
Adele Broas-Trent
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

 Class Representatives
 Rebecca (Overton) France
 rjfrance@fredricksonent.com

 Alan Virgil

’72

 av_sbrm@verizon.net

 

George and Kathie (Ditchey ’68) Ferkin 
unfurled the flag in Arcadia, Okla., on 
their way from Chicago to Santa Monica 
“getting their kicks” on Route 66.

Tim Pinkney ’70 (the only one not 
holding a flag), Karen (Bornemann ’70) 
Spies, Al Spies ’70, Lane Ongstad ’70 
and Elaine (Hendrickson ’71) Ongstad 
pictured in front of the Liberty Bell in 
Philly.

Richard Carter ’72 (right) and his wife, 
Linda, drove their motor home from 
Reno, Nev., to Savannah, Tenn., to visit 
Don Boothe ’72 and Karen Peterson-
Boothe ’72.  

50 YEARS OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
the 1970s and then in Saudi Arabia 
for seven years, teaching English 
for specialized purposes. Since 
1992, he’s worked with businesses, 
governments and nonprofits in 
more than 40 countries, from UN 
agencies in Mali, Lebanon, Cam-
bodia and East Timor to the Anglo 
Platinum Mining Co. in South 
Africa to the Scottish parliament. 
 He traveled regularly to South 
Africa between 2004 and 2011 for 
the consulting firm Linkage Inc. 
On his last day of work there with a 
quasi-government agency – which 
he was helping through a move and 
the adjustment to a new corporate 
structure – he was invited to the of-
fice of a white Afrikaner whom he 
knew only by reputation, as a man 
of unparalleled skill in a technical 
field. Anderson had been told that 
this man (call him Ernie) felt bitter 
about not being promoted all the 
way to the top of the organization, 
as he might have been under the 
apartheid system. 
 But Ernie hadn’t called the meeting to discuss that. Instead, he 
explained that he was “10 percent of the man I was a year ago” 
when his 16-year-old son was killed in a hunting accident. 
 Anderson assured him that he would listen, though he would 
not be able to help with that essential problem. About 15 minutes 
into the conversation, he had a question for Ernie: “Are there five 
or six very young, very bright people in this organization who you 
could identify as having real potential in their careers?” he asked. 
 Ernie said yes. 
 “Would you be willing to spend two hours with them once 
every two weeks, passing on your skills to accelerate their devel-
opment, and consider doing that as a monument to your son?”
 As a result of the half-hour meeting, Anderson later confirmed, 
Ernie began to participate more in his community at work, and 
the careers of several young black professionals were advanced. 

Making connections with people and influencing them was 
not always that easy for Anderson. He was a spectacular failure at 
sales, he said. Now semi-retired, he thinks his greatest contribu-
tion has been to help organizations clarify both what to look for in 
new people and what experiences to give them, so that employees 
can make a difference.
 The technical skills that are required for a job play their biggest 
role in a person’s success during the first six months, he said. After 
that, workers must rely on broader skills that let them leverage 
the others. “So communication, influence skills, coaching skills, 
drive, imagination: How do you give someone an opportunity to 

develop those broader, general skills that they’re going to need to 
have as they grow upwards in the organization?”
 Along with international experience, the key for Anderson has 
been education. He started out in a one-room school for eight 
years in South Dakota, then high school in the San Fernando 
Valley. He ended up with advanced degrees in English literature 
and human resource education. 
 In between was Cal Lutheran. 
 “I think that a kind of rational, critical thinking that I got 
from professors like Helmut Haeussler [history] and Roland Dille 
[English] and Mary Ellen Heian Leonard [English] and Roy Peel 
[political science] has stayed with me,” he said. “It’s not so much 
what I learned as how I am able to apply what I learned.”

• Master’s degree in human resource education from 
Boston University

• Worked in 10 countries on a UN Development 
Programme initiative to create more unified leadership 
and coordinate with donors on major issues

• Helped career professionals in the Scottish parliament, 
both middle and senior managers, with a long-term 
strategy to carry out their mission

World ClassAfter Cal Lutheran

A CLC English major and later a graduate student in literature, Anderson keeps a 
collection of first editions in his home office in Rhode Island.
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female artist in Ethiopia to be included in 
an exhibition with men, and the first to 
have a solo exhibition.

’74
Class Representative
Lea Lamp
Leainaz48@gmail.com

’75   Class Representative
 David Brobeck
 dbrobeck@walsh.edu

Michael O’Donnell, Sherman Oaks, Calif., 
owns and operates Four ’N 20 Restaurants 
in North Hollywood and Sherman Oaks. 
Taking its name from the nursery rhyme 
“Sing a Song of Sixpence,” the first res-
taurant opened in 1969 primarily as a pie 
shop and has grown into two full-service 
neighborhood restaurants. Four ’N 20 was 
inducted into the Valley Industry and Com-
merce Association (VICA) San Fernando 
Valley Business Hall of Fame last June and 
also won the Los Angeles Daily News 2013 
Readers Choice Award for Favorite Coffee 
Shop. Michael’s restaurants maintain strong 
community ties through support of city 
clean up and graffiti removal, local schools, 
the police and fire departments, and the 
pet adoption agency Pet Orphans.

’77  Class Representative
 George Carganilla
 gcarg1@hotmail.com

’78 Class Representatives
 Jon Backstrom
 backstrom@yahoo.com

 Dottie (Roman) Sterling
 dottiesterling@yahoo.com

Jon Backstrom, Indianola, Iowa, is a UNIX 
engineer and Web developer at Wells 
Fargo. He spends his free time as an official 
for men’s and women’s roller derby.

Terri Haynes, Sacramento, Calif., under-
went multiple surgeries including emer-
gency brain surgery a few years ago. Terri 
explains that, after suffering complications 
from infections and allergic reactions, she 
spent a year in speech therapy and a year 
in rehab to work on her balance and walk-
ing. She now has a service dog that helps 
her feel more independent. During the 
difficult days in the hospital following her 
brain surgery, Terri says she had a “dream 
that took me back to my college days and 
all my friends were there smiling at me. … 
You all helped me through and gave me 
the smiles and calmness I needed.” A fall 
requiring shoulder surgery prevented Terri 
from attending her class reunion in Octo-
ber, but she would “love to hear from you” 
at thaynes@frontiernet.net.

 Class  
 Representative
 Julia Spaulding
’79

 juliaspaulding@me.com

Gordon Lemke, Shanghai, China, is a show 
design and production manager for Walt 
Disney Imagineering working on Shanghai 
Disneyland, slated to open in fall 2015.

  Class Representative
 Ginny Green’80

 lhommeduphoto@aol.com

 Class Representatives
 Becky Hubbard’81

 b22hubbard@yahoo.com

 Tori Nordin
 vlnordin@gmail.com

’82  Class Representatives
 Dan and Tami (Mauriello) Stoffel
 stoffel.dan@gmail.com

 tstoffel@ca.rr.com

’73 Desta Hagos, Addis Ababa, Ethio-
pia, had her paintings on exhibit at 
the National Museum of Ethiopia 

in Addis Ababa from March 27 to April 13. 
This was the 50th major exhibition of her 
work since her first solo exhibition in 1969 
and included panel discussions and a public 
art project with young female artists and 
vulnerable girls, culminating in the estab-
lishment of a grant for female graduates of 
the Addis Ababa University School of Fine 
Arts and Design. As a member of the 
Young Artists Group, Desta was the first 

John Moore ’74, Sacramento, Calif., and 
his adopted “son/grandson,” Melvin, 
showed the colors on the Grand Canyon 
Skywalk last June. “The temperature that 
day was a cool 118 degrees!” 

HOMECOMING & FAMILY WEEKEND
SAVE THE DATE: OCT. 17-19, 2014

C A L I F O R N I A  L U T H E R A N  U N I V E R S I T Y

Learn more at  
callutheran.edu/grandparents

GRANDPARENTS DAY
APRIL 4, 2014

Jim Berk, M.A. ’85

Berk, the chief executive officer 
of Participant Media, accepted the 
Outstanding Alumni Award from the 
Alumni Association at a pre-release 
screening in October of The Fifth Estate, 
the company’s newest release. 
 Berk’s first job upon graduation at 
age 21 was as a music teacher at Carson 
High School in South LA. He reopened 
the music department and rebuilt it as 
the most recognized in LA and one of 
the largest in California.
 The credits to his name continued to 
roll. Berk founded the first comprehen-
sive music/fine arts magnet in LA and 
the largest music magnet in the West. In 
1990, he was made the youngest princi-
pal in the history of the LAUSD. 
 Five years later, he was the found-
ing executive director for the Grammy 
Foundation, overseeing and launching 
concerts, festivals, TV programs and 
records. Berk went on to lead Hard 
Rock Cafe International and then Fair-
field Communities, the time-share 
resort company, as president and CEO, 
before serving as chairman and CEO of 
Gryphon Colleges Corp.
 Since he joined in 2006, Participant 
has expanded its film slate and evolved 
into a full-fledged entertainment com-
pany. In addition to television, publishing 
and digital content, Participant is known 
for socially relevant feature films such 
as Good Night, and Good Luck, An Incon-
venient Truth, Food, Inc., The Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel, Waiting for ‘Superman,’ 
The Help, Contagion, Snitch and Lincoln.
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I  Class Representative
 Tony White’83

 ajwhite90@gmail.com

Paul Rosenberg, MBA, Weston, Fla., is cur-
rently on assignment in Baku, Azerbaijian, 
as a leadership coach to Azeri national 
front line leaders and senior executives. He 
has been a leadership coach and executive 
for the past 20 years working in Chile, the 
U.K., South Africa and various locations in 
the United States. Since handing out toilet 
paper and room keys at New West, he has 
lived on every continent except Antarctica, 
and even spent time as a stand-up comic 
in Sweden, where his Scandinavian Days 
training came in handy.

’84

’85  Class Representative
 Diann (Colburn) Spencer
 galenaspencers@gmail.com

’86  Class Representative
 Mario Rodrigez
 mmrazr@verizon.net

Alumni Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Brian McCoy ’95, President 
Janice (Thompson ’74) Filer
 Vice President, Development
Nicole Hackbarth ’03, M.S. ’05
 Vice President, Alumni Involvement and Recognition
Connie Stewart ’98, M.A. ’03 
 Vice President, University Relations 
John Larisey ’10, Treasurer, Regent Representative
Erin (Rivers ’97) Rulon, MBA ’06 (At Large), Secretary
Andre Andoyan ’14, ASCLU-G President 
Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner  
Jim Bessey ’66 (At Large) 
Arnold Blitstein ’02 (At Large)
Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock 
Mike Calkins ’08 (At Large)
Amy (Downing ’06) Duarte
Cody Hartley ’92 (At Large)
John Moore ’74 
Brodie Munro ’91 (At Large) 
Courtney Parks ’05, MBA ’09 (At Large)
Jean Kelso ’84 Sandlin, M.P.A. ’90, Ed.D. ’12
 Faculty Representative
Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) Torkay
Shakesha Williams ’15, GASC Chair

Office of Alumni & Parent Relations
Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren, Senior Director
Stephanie Hessemer, Associate Director
Samantha Putnam, Assistant Director
Melanie Fishman, Administrative Assistant
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’93  Class Representative
 Anne Christenson
 achristenson1@juno.com

Paul Schaff, Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif., 
was promoted to sergeant in the Orange 
County Sheriff ’s Department in March and 
is working in the men’s main jail.

’94  Class  
 Representative
 Jeff Aschbrenner
jasche@amgen.com

’95  Class Representative
 Brian McCoy
 brianjmccoy@gmail.com

Melissa Baffa, Simi Valley, Calif., is executive 
director of Friends of Channel Coast State 
Parks. In September, she was included on 
the Pacific Coast Business Times 40 Under 40 
list, which recognizes up and coming leaders 
in the Tri-Counties region of Ventura, Santa 
Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties.  

David Donaldson, Ventura, Calif., an 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
(ERISA) and retirement plan expert, was 
ranked number 87 in the 2013 list of the 
top 100 Most Influential People in Defined 
Contribution in a recent poll conducted 
by 401kWire.com. The annual survey 
polled more than 120,000 retirement plan 
professionals throughout the U.S. David is 
president of ERISA Smart Inc., a retirement 
plan management consulting and training 
company based in Ventura. He previously 
worked with the U.S. Department 
of Labor Employee Benefit Security 

Lisa Wall-Urgero, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
was one of approximately 170 singers 
and instrumentalists who participated in 
the creation of a Web video for Lincoln 
Motors at 20th Century Fox in February 
2013. The video starring pop icon Beck 
was the first in a concert series designed 
to be part of Lincoln’s “Hello, Again: The 
Last 90 Years” campaign. CLU senior Rus-
sell Fletcher also participated in the video, 
which can be seen at www.hello-again.
com/beck360/main/beck360.html.

’91 Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe
carelynne@me.com

 Class Representatives
 Mark Marius
 mariusteam@mac.com

 Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe

’92

 garme@pacbell.net

Nadine (Civitano) Lewis, Pacific Palisades, 
Calif., is an attorney with Lewis & Associ-
ates law firm and a member of both the 
Family Law and Business Law sections 
of the California State Bar. In December 

’87  Class Representative
 Franc Camara
 franc_classrep@hotmail.com

’88  Class Representative
 Debbie (Elliott) Sellers
 debsell06@gmail.com

’89  Class  
 Representative
 Janet Gardner

 gardnerrj@roadrunner.com

 Class Representative
 Julie Donaldson-Prince’90

 jprince007@sbcglobal.net

George Kuntz, M.A., Aliso Viejo, Calif., was 
hired as head coach of the men’s soccer 
program at Cal State Fullerton in Decem-
ber. He spent the past 19 years as men’s 
head coach at UC Irvine and was head 
coach of both the men’s and women’s pro-
grams at Cal Lutheran from 1988 to 1992. 
He started the women’s programs at both 
CLU and Pepperdine University. He holds 
a career record of 319-217-64.

the executive committee of the State Bar 
approved her nomination for the Con-
sumer Financial Services Committee. As 
a member of the committee, she will be a 
voice for consumers on all financial service 
matters, including the Homeowner’s Bill of 
Rights. Nadine currently sits on the Legal 
Advisory Committee for the Anti-Defama-
tion League and is a volunteer attorney in 
the Domestic Violence Clinic for Legal Aid 
in Santa Monica. She was a founding mem-
ber of Break the Cycle in Santa Monica 
and served on the Board of Directors for 
Friendly House in Los Angeles.

Joe Ruiz, MBA ’03, Rancho Cordova, Calif., 
was hired as vice president of the state 
government programs division at Delta 
Dental of California in November. Joe has 
more than 25 years of health insurance 
experience including as president of his own 
consulting firm. Most recently, he served as 
vice president and general manager of group 
business for Anthem Blue Cross.
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A GIFT OF 
PURPOSE

CLU Annual Fund

HELP STUDENTS  
DISCOVER THEIR PURPOSE

At an early age, Cal Lutheran graduate Meghan (Pulte ’07) Ralls knew the importance 
of giving back. Her parents, Tom and Denise Pulte, are longstanding supporters of the 
CLU Annual Fund. Growing up, the Pultes would include Meghan and her sister in their 
charitable giving decisions and encourage them to give 10 percent of their allowance to 
a charity. 

Today, Meghan is continuing her family’s tradition by joining her parents at the Fellows 
Program level of the Annual Fund. Her contribution, and a matching gift by her employer 
Raytheon, makes Meghan the youngest member of this prestigious giving club.

“My Cal Lutheran education helped prepare me for my career and, fortunately for 
me, my major also allowed me a lot of opportunity,” said Meghan, who graduated with 
a double major in Math and Computer Science and a minor in Physics. Meghan was 
also the recipient of numerous scholarships as an undergraduate and volunteered as a 
Phonathon student caller.

Your contribution to the CLU Annual Fund helps students pursue their passion and discover their 
purpose. The Annual Fund supports student scholarships, clubs and programs, and much more.  

Make your impact at www.callutheran.edu/give or call 805-493-3829. 

Andrew Gordon ’94, Boulder Colo., 
carried the flag to the Bighorn Canyon 
National Park/Recreational Area in 
Lovell, Wyo., last August.

Administrator as a senior investigator 
and also managed retirement plans and 
provided investment management services 
for some of Wall Street’s largest firms. 
     
 Class Representatives
 Desta (Ronning) Goehner
 destagoehner@gmail.com

 Chad McCloskey

’96

 cpmccloskey@gmail.com

’97  Class Representative
 Dianne (Habring) Frehlich 
 dmhabring@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 Kari Gravrock’98

 kgravrock@aol.com

’99  Class  
 Representative
 Colin Hanely

 colinseth@gmail.com

’00
 Class Representatives
 Sommer (Embree) Barwick
 sembree2002@yahoo.com

 Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
 psychkid2002@hotmail.com

 Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
 irene_moyer@hotmail.com

Kari Hanson-Smith, El Dorado Hills, Calif., 
is a GATE Resource teacher with Sacra-
mento City Unified School District. 

’01  Class Representatives
 Inga Magi
 ingamagi@gmail.com

 Angela (Namba) Rowley
 ang.rowley02@gmail.com

’03
 Class Representatives
 Nicole Hackbarth
 nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

 Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
 katielinnae@yahoo.com

Angie (McCoy) Alley, Albuquerque, N.M., 
is an instructor in the communication 
department at Central New Mexico Com-
munity College and is active in Albuquer-
que’s musical theater scene. In her first 
audition, she landed one of the lead roles 
in Miss Saigon. Her husband, Morgan, is a 
chemist at Sandia National Laboratories 
working in chemical safety and security. His 
job has taken him to Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Algeria, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Before moving to Albuquerque from Den-
ver two years ago, Angie was coordina-
tor of the Welcome Center at Johnson & 
Wales University and an adjunct faculty 

ALUMNI NEWS

Induction Ceremony

September 20, 2014
Lundring Events Center

CHARACTER. COURAGE. DETERMINATION. 
Celebrate Cal Lutheran’s sports legacy.

Alumni Association

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

CLUSports.com/hof/ceremony
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I
n civilian and military worlds, retired 
Marine Col. Tony White ’83 has al-
ways given his best. His “wild ride” car-
ried him, among other places, to South 
America and Korea, and to Japan during 

the Fukushima disaster. Last year, he retired 
from active duty to a small town outside of 
San Antonio with his wife, Michelle (Villers 
’86), and their two daughters, Sarah and 
Rachel. 
 He calls this the “slow lane” and takes 
pleasure in watching the deer wander 
through his neighbor’s yard. Still, White 
works as director of sales and marketing for 
Power Ten, a defense, space and energy 
company. (He’s also a CLU class represen-
tative, collecting news about fellow 1983 
graduates.)
 White was on assignment and living with 
his family in Okinawa in March 2011 when a 
9.0 magnitude earthquake struck off Japan’s 
northern coast, provoking a destructive tsu-
nami and the disaster at the nuclear power 
plant. He directed all U.S. military intel-
ligence support for Operation Tomodachi 
(“Friends”), which provided humanitarian 
relief to the area.
 “I was a liberal arts major at CLU, but 
I got to work with some of the greatest 
minds in the nuclear field. I got a ‘doctorate’ 
in nuclear education,” he said. “Our biggest 
concern was, Would Fukushima turn into 
a Roman candle like Chernobyl? On the 
ground, as we got more information, we 
found the design of the plant was very good 
in comparison to Chernobyl.”

 Other assignments included a stint con-
ducting intelligence focused on the Balkans 
and Kosovo. He led amphibious exercises 
and counter-insurgency and weapons train-
ing for Marines in several South American 
countries, using Spanish skills learned both 
at home and at CLU. One of his hardest 
roles was operations officer for casualty 
notifications in Kansas in 1991.
 “It was a very difficult and demand-
ing position to break really bad news to 
people – telling them their fathers or sons 
or husbands had been killed or wounded.” 
 As a military liaison to the National 
Counterterrorism Center in Washington, 
D.C., White was told to go to the White 
House to conduct a briefing on security 
plans for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. He 
showed his identification card at the gate 
and was ushered into an office where he 
delivered a presentation to national leaders. 
 “My speech classes with Dr. Bev Kelley 
all paid off!” he chuckled, adding, “I had to 
ask myself, is this real or am I dreaming?” 
 White intended to join the Marines right 
out of high school in East Los Angeles, but 
a friend’s father encouraged him to take the 
SAT and apply to college instead. And so 

Marine, a helper at Fukushima, finds ‘slow lane’

he ended up at CLU, taking officer candi-
date training in the summer. Out of college, 
he was commissioned a second lieutenant 
and assigned to the Fleet Marine Force.
 During the course of his 30-year career, 
often juggling reserve duties with a full-time 
civilian job, he earned two Legion of Merit 
awards, the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal and 
the Navy/Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal. 
 “Looking back on it, I had some great 
opportunities with the Marines. I was able 
to teach and train young recruits. I was 
able to serve as staff in some infantry-level 
positions. I received some great intelligence 
training and experience in contingency plan-
ning with our allies. I was able to see how 
the three branches of government work 
to develop foreign policy,” White said. “It’s 
been fantastic…. I have truly been blessed 
to have served my country, to have God’s 
abundant help and to have the steadfast 
support of my wife, Michelle, through it all.”

member. Morgan taught chemistry at JWU 
after earning his Ph.D. at Colorado State 
University.

’04 Class  
Representative
Holly (Halweg) Batstone

 hollybatstone@gmail.com

Ryan Palmer, Colorado Springs, Colo., 
recently launched Ryan Palmer Photogra-
phy, specializing in sports, nature and por-
trait photography.

’05
Class Representatives
 Ryan Lisk
 ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

 Mark Nielsen
 kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

 Courtney Parks
 parks.courtney@gmail.com

Ryan Petitfils, Agoura Hills, Calif., is an 
assistant professor of mathematics at 
Ventura College.

’06  Class Representative
 Amanda (Walker) Schaub  
 schaub.amanda@gmail.com

Rachael Carver, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is a 
professional photographer and owns RAC 
Photography. The photos of the Cal Lu 
Brady Bunch at the wedding of Sarah Rick-
ert ’09 and Erik Nielsen ’07 on Page 39 of 
the December issue were courtesy of RAC 
Photography. You can connect with her at 
rachaelcarverphoto on Facebook.

 Class Representatives
 Rosalyn (Sayer) Skelton
 princessrosalyn@gmail.com

 Wes Sullivan

’07

 wsulliv@callutheran.edu

Emily (Melander) Barany, Ventura, Calif., 
joined the Ventura County Civic Alliance 
as a project consultant in January. She 
will continue to promote the release 
and distribution of the 2013 State of 
the Region Report, organize the 2014 
Workforce Education Conference and 
facilitate collaboration on the Compact 
for a Sustainable Ventura County. She 
previously served as executive director of 
Housing Opportunities Made Easier and 
event coordinator for the 12th Ventura 
County Housing Conference. She received 
the 2011 Pacif ic Coast Times Top 40 Under 
40 award.

Brad Marcelino ’07 (left), Rich Hill ’85, M.S. ’88, and Ramon Orozco ’99 
look forward to another successful season of USD baseball.

Kingsmen trio guides Toreros

The University of San Diego baseball program has had six West Coast Conference 
Championships and eight NCAA regional appearances since 2002, and a piece of 
the credit belongs to Cal Lutheran.
 Former CLU baseball coach and Hall-of-Famer Rich Hill ’85, M.S. ’88, has been 
head coach of the NCAA Division I program since 1999. Former Kingsmen Ramon 
Orozco ’99 and Brad Marcelino ’07 are members of his coaching staff.
 Under Hill’s leadership, USD is coming off another season in which it reached 
the NCAA regionals. The team has been ranked in the nation’s top 40 for nine 
consecutive seasons.
 Coach Hill credits his assistants with contributing to the “unparalleled success” 
of USD baseball and, specifically, the development of third baseman and slugger 
Kris Bryant, the 2013 Dick Howser Trophy winner (the Heisman of college base-
ball) and No. 2 overall pick in the 2013 MLB draft.
 As head baseball coach at Cal Lutheran from l988 to 1993, Hill led the Kings-
men to their first-ever district championship and two World Series appearances 
while compiling a record of 194-76. He was inducted into the Alumni Association 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2005.

’08
 Class Representatives
 Katelyn Kruse
 kkruse@callutheran.edu

 Tiffany Slattum
 tslattu@callutheran.edu

 J.R. Wise
 wise8403@stthomas.edu

 Ariel Collins
 acollin@callutheran.edu

Stephanie (Hengst) Ham, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., is a veterinarian and has been co-
owner of Veterinary Angels Medical Center 
in Agoura Hills since last July.

’09 Class Representative
Adam Erickson
aleerickson@yahoo.com

’10
Class Representatives
Ben Hogue
benjamin.hogue@gmail.com

Casey Kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com 

ReShai Tate
rtate@callutheran.edu

Megan (Springer) Cooney, Newport 
Beach, Calif., works for Gibson, Dunn and 
Crutcher LLP in Irvine. She graduated from 
the Pepperdine School of Law last May.

At left, Col. White is shown at a staff meeting during Operation Tomodachi, 
which provided aid to Japan following the 2011 earthquake, ocean tsunami and 
nuclear disaster. A few years before that, President George Bush visited with 
White and members of his staff at the National Counterterrorism Center in 
Washington, D.C.  Last June, White and his wife, Michelle (Villers ’86), shared 
a laugh at his official retirement.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Marie Orechoff ’13 (holding flag, right) takes a break from logging trees with her 
AmeriCorps NCCC FEMA Corps team in Mississippi last September. Marie is a 
volunteer specializing in emergency management.

Four women, three days, every year

In the early years when the four of them got together, they 
talked about boyfriends. Later, they talked about their hus-
bands, and then their kids.
 Four women who lived together in the Spanish House and 
went on their first trip together to San Francisco during the 
1977 interim session have continued to meet each year for a 
three-day getaway.
 Sometimes Dottie (Roman ’78) Sterling, Marvie (Jaynes 
’78) Paulson, Jocelyn (Hughes ’77) Mullen and Andrea 
(Bogiagis ’77) Pfahler go to Las Vegas, sometimes to Puerto 
Vallarta or Austin or Sedona or Breckinridge. One year when 
one of them had a new baby, they rented a cabin near to her 
parents so she could breastfeed in private. But always they get 
together to catch up on their lives.
 “It’s not about the place,” said Sterling. “It’s about being 
together. It was tough when we were all raising kids, but our 
husbands were really supportive.” And no matter how busy 
their lives were, “I wasn’t going to miss that weekend,” she said.
Thursday nights they are in the hotel room catching up. On 
Friday they sightsee. And often, at least in Vegas, they can be 
found lying by the pool.
 They have plenty in common. All four are still married to 
their first husbands, all have two or three children, all have put 
their kids through college, and all now work in some form of 
education. Sterling is in special ed. Paulson is a school counsel-
or. Pfahler is a substitute teacher. And Mullen is an administra-
tor in the Los Angeles County library system. She also was the 
first to become a grandmother.
 Steve Sterling ’78 and the other husbands and children 
know each other well, having met for Christmas parties and 
family events through the years.
  “We’ve been through so much together,” said Dottie 
Sterling. “Those roommates are my sisters. All of them were in 
my wedding. And I’ve never met anyone like us!”

No matter how busy things 
got, I wasn’t going to miss 

that weekend.
In Ensenada in 1978, from left, are Mullen, Pfahler, Paulson and 
Sterling. In the heart in San Francisco last October, from left, are 
Pfahler, Paulson, Sterling and Mullen.

presented by
Cal Lutheran Music and Theatre Arts departments

Saturday, April 26, 2014
5:30 pm reception  |  7:30 pm performance

Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

Ticket prices and event information at:
CALLUTHERAN.EDU/ALUMNINIGHT

Join us for 
CAL LUTHERAN ALUMNI NIGHT

at

Rebecca Cardone ’13 is pictured in 
December in The Hague standing next 
to the Peace Pole, which was dedicated 
Sept. 11 on the centennial anniversary of 
the Peace Palace.

’11
Class Representatives
Kim Hamon 
khamon@callutheran.edu

Jesse Knutson 
knutson@callutheran.edu

Kristen Luna 
kluna@callutheran.edu

Paul Gebhardt, Santa Clarita, Calif., was 
promoted to police officer with the Los 
Angeles Police Department in November. 

Talia Loucks, Seattle, Wash., is a student 
at the University of Washington School of 
Law.

Darlene Sturgeon, MBA, Ventura, Calif., 
joined Senior Concerns in Thousand Oaks 
as director of finance in January.

Jessica Thompson, MPPA ’13, Simi Valley, 
Calif., was hired as administrative assistant 
to the deans in CLU’s Graduate School of 
Education in September.

Nicole Chang ’11 and Paul Dilger ’10 
were in New Orleans last October and 
couldn’t make it to Homecoming, so 
they took a piece of CLU with them.
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Laura (Vaughan ’00) and Darrin Cuneo 
with Reagan Eleanor.

Daniel ’05 and Stephanie (Hengst ’08) Ham and their guests pose with the flag after their wedding in June. How many of the 39 
CLU alumni pictured can you identify?

Kelli Lighthizer ’07, MBA ’10, and Seth 
Nenaber ‘05, MBA ’11, were married 
Sept. 28 in Camarillo, Calif. (Photo cour-
tesy of Jillian Rose Photography)

Tom Ham ’03 and Mindy Roll admire 
their month-old son, Andrew, who was 
born weighing a “robust” 11 lbs. 6 oz.

M
IL
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S

T
O
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Lindsey Riddle ’09 and Kendall Jeske were married on Aug. 8 at the Historic 
Cottage in San Clemente, Calif. Pictured left to right, front row: Aarika (Lim ’07) 
Riddle, Johanna Peterson ’08, the wedding couple holding the flag, Melody Howie 
’11, Ember Mitchell ’10, Desta (Ronning ’96) Goehner; second row: Katelyn 
Ludwig ’12, Karen Emmert ’10, Ryan Riddle ’07, Scott Smith ’09, Melissa Maxwell-
Doherty ’77, Erik Goehner; third row: Kaila Hochhalter ’09, Lana Lile ’09, Emma 
(Kolden ’09) Jorstad, Ken Diffenderfer, Matt Johnson ’07, Pastor Scott Maxwell-
Doherty ’76 (officiant), Sean Pelton ’09.

BIRTHS

Malia Elizabeth Banday on Nov. 17, 
2013, to Katie (Helms ’08, T.C. ’11) and 
Joshua ’08, T.C. ’10, Banday.

Reagan Eleanor Cuneo on July 15, 2013, 
to Laura (Vaughan ’00) and Darrin 
Cuneo.

Andrew Holden Roll Ham on July 17, 
2013, to Mindy Roll and Tom Ham ’03.

Matthew Alexander Nielson on Nov. 
15, 2013, to Kimberly and Mark ’05 
Nielsen.

Avery Rose Pyfrom on Oct. 7, 2013, 
to Michelle (Bunn ’08) and Charles ’07 
Pyfrom.

Nathan Paul Stoffregen on March 30, 
2013, to Cindy (Ham ’01) and Eric ’01 
Stoffregen.

Dane Michael Walters on May 7, 2013, 
to Natalie (Ranft ’03) and Brennan 
Walters.

MARRIAGES 

Stephanie Hengst ’08 and Daniel Ham 
’06 on June 16, 2013.

Kelli Lighthizer ’07, MBA ’10, and Seth 
Nenaber ’05, MBA ’11, on Sept. 28, 
2013.

Lindsay Riddle ’11 and Kendall Jeske 
on Aug. 8, 2013.

Kristina Roodsari, MPPA ’05, and 
Perry Boero on May 26, 2013.

Megan Springer ’10 and Sean Cooney 
on Oct. 6, 2013.

ALUMNI NEWS

HONORARY ALUMNI

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI

OUTSTANDING YOUNG ALUMNI

SERVICE TO ALMA MATER

Submit your candidate today:   
callutheran.edu/alumni-nomination

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

2014 ALUMNI AWARDS

’12
Class Representatives
Bree Gibson
gibson@callutheran.edu

Sierra Ronning
scronning@gmail.com

Ryan Strand
ryantownsend18@gmail.com

’13
Class Representatives
Rebecca Cardone
rebeccacardone@gmail.com

Lauren Chiappetti
ld.chiappetti@gmail.com

Jesse McClain
jessejmcclain@gmail.com

Jesse McClain, Chicago, Ill., is coordinator 
of the Campaign for the ELCA at Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America.
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Life Is Not a Plan
As luck would have it, I began teaching high school in the Arab world 39 years after 

graduating from Cal Lutheran. 
By John G. McCune ’64

V O C A T I O N S

Twelfth Night
Directed by Kevin P. Kern 
June 27-29, July 3, 5-6 and July 11-13, 8 p.m.

Antony and  
Cleopatra
Directed by John Slade 
July 18-20, July 25-27 and August 1-3, 8 p.m.2014 SEASON

For tickets and more information, visit  
KingsmenShakespeare.org

LINKSMultimedia additions and alumni 
news from around the Web COMING UP More reasons 

to visit campus
Areté Vocal Ensemble
American Minimalists (Music’s New Path) 
Sunday, April 13, 2 p.m.
Samuelson Chapel
Joined by Grammy Award–winning pianist Gloria Cheng, Areté 
performs music by minimalist composers John Adams, Philip Glass 
and Steve Reich and additional pieces by György Ligeti, Ingram 
Marshall, David Lang and others. Visit the website for tickets. 
www.aretevocalensemble.org

Women by Women 
Through Saturday, April 12
Kwan Fong Gallery of Art  
and Culture
For this exhibition of paintings, 
the Kwan Fong asked 
prominent female artists – 
including a founder of the 
activist group Women Painting 
Women – to focus only on 
women as subjects. The gallery 
is located in Soiland Humanities 
Center in the heart of campus, 
and admission is free. 
www.callutheran.edu/kwan_fong

THREE CHEERS FOR ONE SECOND OF FAME
At the end of the 
third quarter of 
the Super Bowl 
broadcast, speak-
ing for Chrysler 
in a two-minute 
commercial spot 
worth $16 million, 
the aging rock great 

Bob Dylan began, “Is there anything more American than America?” 
Just as the lyricist of “Mr. Tambourine Man” was mouthing those 
words, at 0:06 seconds, right between images of rodeo horses and of 
a woman actually wrapped in the American flag, four members of the 
CLU cheer team wearing their CLU uniforms redeemed the whole 
commercial. “I say, ‘CLU Cheer – that’s American!’” writes Kami 
McEnroe, the cheer coach, in an email. The team had auditioned for 
the ad, beating out 12 squads from around the region. From left, the 
cheerleaders are freshman Kendra Lewin, senior Tori Morris, fresh-
man Tiffany Caprine and senior Jordyn Niblack. 
Feb. 2 YouTube.com 

HOW TO STAY A MILLIONAIRE
Jesse Sylvia, Class of 2008, was profiled in an episode of MTV’s “True 
Life” attempting to manage money and relationships a year after 
winning second prize at the World Series of Poker (also see CLU 
Magazine, December 2012, Page 22). Jan. 8 mtv.com

I can see now that chance and unlikely coincidences 
played a big role in my working life. 
 A single comment by a grad school professor ended my ambi-
tions to work at the State Department: “That’s fine, if you want to 
spend the next 10 or 12 years stamping visa applications.” I opted 
for high school teaching instead.
 I was drafted during my second year of teaching and sent to 
Vietnam. Long Binh was generally safe, but one night, as I was 
hurrying to shower before the water got turned off, I became the 
only casualty of a booby-trapped truck. The few shrapnel frag-
ments in my abdomen were nothing serious. (If I’d been faster, 
they might have hit me in the head, and if I’d been a bit slower….) 
 I was sent to Letterman Hospital at the Presidio of San 
Francisco and then, to my surprise, asked where I wanted to be 
assigned next. “Right here,” I said, at the most beautiful military 
base I knew; 1968-69 was a great time to be in the Bay Area.
 After my first year of high school teaching (before the Army), I 
had taken off in my VW bug for a six-week camping trip, heading 
toward the Montreal World’s Fair. I stopped in Burlington, Vt., to 
see one of my CLC English professors, Mary Ellen (Heian) Leon-
ard, who told me that another of my professors, Roland Dille, had 
just passed through with his family, also on the way to Montreal. 
 “Maybe you’ll run into them,” she said with a laugh.
 Oddly enough, I did stumble into the Dilles at the fair. He had 
become dean at Moorhead State College in Minnesota and of-
fered me a job teaching there, though it was too late in the sum-
mer to resign my high school position. 
 I heard from Dille again as my time in the Army was ending. 
Now president of Moorhead State, he asked me to become his 
assistant, and he remained my mentor for 25 years as I graduated 
to positions of increasing responsibility, culminating in seven years 
as administrative vice president of Moorhead State. (I was acting 
president of another Minnesota state university in 1986-87.)

 I first worked overseas during a 1984-85 sabbatical, teaching in 
Barranquilla, Colombia. When Dille retired, I decided to return to 
high school teaching permanently and might have gone overseas 
then except that my personal situation had changed. My youngest 
sister died in 1990, and my widowed father took care of her three 
children until a stroke in 1992, at which point I suggested they all 
move in with me. I joined my father in loco parentis to a boy, 8, 
and two girls, 9 and 13. We moved to La Crescent, a Minnesota 
town of 4,111 on the Mississippi River. I’d never taught in a place 
where high school students knew all the policemen by name.
 My father died in 2001, a year after the youngest of my nieces 
and nephew had graduated and left home. And so that is when I 
looked again at international teaching and got hired, in 2003, by 
the American International School in Cairo, Egypt. I spent seven 
unforgettable years in Cairo, where you could never see or do a 
tenth of what was available. Not only were there Pharaonic and 
Greco-Roman sites to visit, but the richness of Cairo’s Islamic 
architecture is unmatched anywhere in the world (largely because 
the Mongols were stopped before they reached Egypt). 
 In my last job I spent a demanding, and wonderful, two years 
at the International Academy of Amman, and then retired in 2012.  
 In the teaching half of my career, I’ve had students across the 
spectrum of ability and attitude – from alternative high school 
students in La Crescent to International Baccalaureate students 
in Egypt and Jordan. But it seems that teenagers are teenagers 
across the world, and my fundamental approaches to teaching 
were the same. I am still in touch with students and colleagues 
from all of my schools, and I look back on both halves of my 
working life with great appreciation. I feel very lucky to have 
worked at jobs I loved.

One of Cal Lutheran’s first graduates in political science, John McCune 
is retired and lives near Houston.

Self-portrait at 41 with dog  

by Sadie Valerie

I CAN SEE



PARENTS If this magazine is addressed to a 
daughter or son who has established a new address, 
please notify us at the CLU Magazine website: 
www.callutheran.edu/magazine. Thank you!

60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787

NON PROFIT ORG.

U.S .POSTAGE

PAID
THOUSAND OAKS

CALIFORNIA

PERMIT NO. 68

There’s one thing California Lutheran 
University helps each and every student 
find — a strong sense of purpose that lasts a 
lifetime, guides choices, and influences their 
actions every day.

You can be a part of this transformation. Your 
generous support of student scholarships can 
change lives and inspire the next generation 
of leaders.

Visit www.callutheran.edu/giving to  
learn more.

CHOOSE FROM:
• Alumni Scholarship
• Business and Management Scholarship
• Faith Leadership Scholarship
• Final Stretch Fund
• Future Teachers Scholarship Fund
• Humanities Scholarship
• InCLUsive Scholarship
• Presidential Scholarship
• Religion and Vocational Life Scholarship
• Science and Technology Scholarship
• Social and Behavioral Sciences Scholarship
• Study Abroad Endowment
• Visual and Performing Arts Scholarship

CHANGE LIVES,  
INSPIRE LEADERS

LANDMARK SCHOLARSHIP GIFT
The John R. Manken Trust has given $4.7 million to California Lutheran University, 
the largest scholarship gift ever made to the University. The Manken Family 
Scholarships will impact hundreds of Cal Lutheran students in reaching their 
academic goals. Your generous contribution can help add to the Manken gift  
and support even more students at Cal Lutheran.

INSPIRE PURPOSE.
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