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Every six months or so, Leslie (Snider 
’90) Brooks, T.C. ’93, and Ken Brooks ’90 
share old photos and letters with their 
three sons. One of the first couples to 
marry in Samuelson Chapel in 1991, 
they keep each other’s scribblings from 
1986 to the present. Leslie has been 
the letter-writer (says Ken), and Ken has 
involved the boys more in making cards 
and picture frames for her (says Leslie). 
Read more about alumni couples and 
their writing on Page 20.
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Like what you read here? Not so much? 
CLU Magazine welcomes letters to the editor.  

Send to clumag@callutheran.edu or the mailing address shown at 
left. Please include your name, phone number, city and state.

“A good pastor just needs a 
four-wheel drive and skiff,” 
says the Rev. Shelley Wickstrom ’81, bishop 
of the Alaska Synod of the ELCA.
 In fact, reaching all 32 of her congrega-
tions requires a bit more than that. When 
we caught up to Wickstrom by phone, she 
had just returned to her office in Anchor-
age – located near the airport – from five 
days in Shishmaref, a village that overlooks 
the Bering Strait far to the north and west. 
 How far? 
 “In Alaska, we don’t really talk about 
miles,” she said. “To get to Shishmaref from 
Anchorage, you take a jet to Nome, then a 
smaller plane, a nine-seater, to Shishmaref. 
Then you take a snowmachine to wherever 
you need to go in the village.”
 So how far is that? 
 “That’s two flights away.” 
 Born in Montana, and raised and 
confirmed in a town in Washington called 
Opportunity, Wickstrom is comfortable in 
unspoiled environments, the rough-edged 
places to which people must bring their 
own sense of purpose, the desire to build 
something new and a capacity for harmony 
as they live and work together. 
 Alaska remains a land for groundbreak-
ers. Last September, Wickstrom became 
the first female bishop there in the 25-year 
history of her job. She was also the first 
graduate of CLU to be elected bishop any-
where in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, followed just weeks later by 

James Hazelwood ’81, who rides his motor-
cycle around the New England Synod.
 “I’m a pastor first, so that really is what 
frames my understanding of this role,” 
said Wickstrom. “I’ve been trying to listen 
deeply in this first year to get a sense of 
what a congregation and pastor’s true pas-
sions are, so that they can lead from that 
passion.” 
 Wickstrom followed her sister and 
brother to Alaska after graduating from 
CLU and called it home for the next 16 
years. While attending Wartburg Theologi-
cal Seminary in Iowa, she returned in sum-
mers to process salmon roe and had an 
internship in Seward, Alaska. Then, her first 
two calls as a pastor took her to Dillingham 
and North Pole from 1987 to 1997. 
 She tells us that the state’s tundra, for-
ests, mountains, icy lakes and rivers occupy 
“an area that would stretch from Montana 
to Texas.” More precisely, it’s 663,300 
square miles of mostly wilderness with a 
population just over 730,000.
 Being a leader in such an environment, 
like just getting to work some days, re-
quires a sense of adventure and a willing-
ness to cooperate. Alaska has been the 
site of a powerful ecumenical conversation 
in recent years and a proving ground for 
a multi-denominational effort by Presby-
terian, Lutheran, Methodist and Episcopal 
churches (PLUME) that share pastors and 
jointly support mission work in remote 
areas of the state.
 In many ways, Wickstrom’s time at Cal 
Lutheran as a double major in philosophy 

and religion presaged her 
work in Alaska. 

  “When I was at 
CLU, it was still a young 
school. We were still 
figuring out which tradi-
tions we wanted to have, 
creating a baseline for 
our legacy…,” she said. 
“It was marvelously 
refreshing. It gave me a 
sense that God is always 
at work, and that tradi-
tion is a resource, but 
not a recipe.”

  On retreats and 
meetings outside of the 

classroom, Wickstrom remembers profes-
sors who had respect for “the wholeness 
of life,” she said. “I just really appreciated 
and admired their partnership, that willing-
ness to share their own journey of faith.” 
 Now she tries to help others along the 
way, recognizing that faith journeys go to 
remote places. She observes that Mark 
Hanson, presiding bishop of the ELCA, 
“has talked about meeting many people 
who identify themselves as ‘of no faith’ or 
‘anti-church,’ and realizing that he doesn’t 
believe in that God they are rejecting 
either, you know? So, we can’t have those 
conversations unless we’re bold enough to 
approach people and just talk to them, to 
know what concerns them.”
 “It’s not a bait-and-switch, trying to 
convince people to come to church,” she 
said. “It’s about meeting human needs.”  

Planes, boats and snowmobiles
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Mission of CLU
California Lutheran University is 
a diverse scholarly community 
dedicated to excellence in the 
liberal arts and professional 
studies. Rooted in the Lutheran 
tradition of Christian faith, the 
University encourages critical 
inquiry into matters of both faith 
and reason. The mission of the 
University is to educate leaders 
for a global society who are 
strong in character and judgment, 
confident in their identity and 
vocation, and committed to 
service and justice.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

T
Thankful for humility, openness of 
campus pastors
I must say that I completely disagree with 
the criticisms directed toward University 
Pastor Melissa Maxwell-Doherty in your 
last issue (Letters, “We don’t want a generic, 
secular CLU,” April 2013). Last December, 
a headline story featuring Pastor Melissa 
emphasized CLU’s ministry of openness and 
inclusivity toward other world religions (“All 
the Ways of Stopping”). In the letter written 
in response, another Lutheran pastor expressed 
dismay at this, seeing such respect, openness 
and inclusivity as threatening to traditional 
Christianity and specifically as a threat to 
the Christian values and Lutheran roots of 
California Lutheran University.
 I admire the work and leadership of Pas-
tor Melissa and her husband Pastor Scott; we 
should be thankful we have such dedicated 

and faithful people serving at CLU. The 
open and inclusive theological leader-
ship they present is, I believe, closer to 
the words and intent of Jesus Christ 
than many people today who claim 
to embrace traditional Christian-
ity. Jesus related to people in the 
first century who were considered 
outside the religious tradition 
of his day. We hear stories of 
Samaritans, soldiers, tax col-
lectors, foreigners, lepers and 
the outcast, and we learn 
something about God from 
each of them. 
 Can we not do the same 

today? Cannot God be present 
to people and religions outside our specific 

tradition? Do we limit God to our own Lu-
theran Christian perspective?
 As we enter the 21st century, California Lu-
theran University is a school poised to become a 
leading educational institution of the Lutheran 
church. CLU will lead in liberal arts educa-
tion, science, business and the overall training 
of young people to become ethical, motivated 
leaders for a global society. CLU is also poised 
to help lead a theological renewal rooted in 
the inclusivity of Jesus Christ and, by so doing, 
challenge the societal stereotype of Christians as 
intolerant, critical and consumed with the need 
to judge other people and religions. My respect 
and praise go to the campus pastors and CLU 
as they lead us to become Lutheran Christians 
engaging a global society with respect and 
humility. Count me in as a supporter of that 
fundamental direction for CLU.

The Rev. Michael J. Anderson
CLU convocator and parent

Kirkland, Wash.

Prayer rugs and Qurans are signs 
of welcome
I have matured both academically and 
spiritually since starting at Cal Lutheran. This 
campus has provided me with an open and 
accepting environment that encourages me, 
every day, to pursue my passions. I am a senior 
studying both biochemistry and art, while also 
an active member of Interfaith Allies at CLU. I 
envision an inclusive campus community with 
interfaith cooperation as a mode to acceptance 
and understanding. It is important to cultivate 
your personal identity while also reaching out 
to others and accepting their stories. As a Mus-
lim, I believe accepting everyone for who they 
are strengthens my faith.
 There is a story about Prophet Muham-
mad’s (pbuh) interaction with the Najran 
Christians. The Christians were invited to 
Medina for a theological debate, housed in the 
mosque. After three days of open dialogue the 
two groups were unable to reach a solution. 
Despite this, when it came time for the Chris-
tians to pray, the Prophet invited them to pray 
in the mosque, Masjid al-Nabaw. The Chris-
tians were accepting of the Muslims, despite 
their theological differences, and left Medina as 
allies.
 I cherish and celebrate our differences, 
whether they are faith-based or not. We all 
have something to contribute to this com-
munity and our diversity is what will make 
us flourish. I was thrilled when I heard Pastor 
Melissa Maxwell-Doherty added prayer rugs 
and Qurans to the Meditation room. Prayer is 
such an important part of my faith. Not only 
does it provide me with the opportunity to 
show my devotion to God, but it also relaxes 
me when I’m stressed, lifts my spirits when I’m 
feeling down, and provides me with a clear 
head to face any obstacle. By providing this 
space for prayer, I feel like CLU is welcom-
ing me with open arms. For the first time, I 
felt like I could call CLU my home. I am so 
very grateful to Pastor Melissa for providing 
me, along with other Muslims on campus – or 
anyone belonging to any faith – a safe space to 
pray, meditate and contemplate.

Shireen Ismail, Class of 2014
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

Let everyone come under 
Samuelson’s steeple
I was thrilled to learn that the Wennes Inter-
faith Center has become a place for all students 
to come and explore their own and others’ 
religions (“All the Ways of Stopping,” Decem-
ber 2012). And I applaud the openness of the 
Campus Pastors in reaching out to all students 
who are in the process of discovering and prac-
ticing their own faith identities. While there 
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will be critics, you can be assured that many 
of us wholeheartedly support your efforts to 
welcome all people to gather under the steeple 
of the Samuelson Chapel. This is not being 
“politically correct,” but rather it is a matter of 
practicing our faith.

The Rev. Mark Knutson
CLU Campus Pastor, 1986–1999

Olympia, Wash.

Learn to recognize friends in faith
I commend the Campus Ministry staff for 
strengthening the spiritual life of students and 
staff at CLU by installing a labyrinth behind 
Samuelson Chapel (“All the Ways of Stopping,” 
December 2012). This ancient Christian tool 
is a great help to prayer and meditation, even 
with cars rushing by on Lynn Road. What a 
contrast!
  I also stand in favor of honoring the differ-
ing faiths of others in the university commu-
nity. Part of bearing witness to the hope that is 
within us through Jesus is to love our neighbor 
who is not Christian, and maybe even a faithful 
follower of another religion. Twelve years of 
my directing a countywide interfaith associa-
tion of over 100 congregations did nothing 
to harm the Christian gospel. In fact, it was 
a great way to share the good news of God’s 
abundant love for everybody.
  Jesus is recorded twice as saying, “The one 
who is not against me is for me.” We might 
learn to recognize friends of Jesus who also 
might be Buddhist or Baha’i or Muslim or 
Jewish or Sikh.
  Retaining a strong Lutheran identity in the 
midst of a thoroughgoing academic environ-
ment is not easy today. That is why I appreci-
ate the Revs. [Melissa and Scott] Maxwell-
Doherty for standing strong at the center of our 
Lutheran faith while not trying to define or 
defend its perimeter. I am ever more proud to 
claim Cal Lutheran as my alma mater! 

The Rev. Brian Stein-Webber ’77
Oakland, Calif.

A university for my children?
I was very interested to read the article on Pas-
tor Maxwell-Doherty (“All the Ways of Stop-
ping,” December 2012), where she explained 
that different faiths were being welcomed at 
Cal Lu and that even international students 
from Islamic countries like Saudi Arabia were 
now attending the university.
  I say this because after graduating from 
Cal Lu in 1992 and serving as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in an Islamic country, I eventually 
converted to Islam. I loved my CLU experi-
ence and was saddened to think that, due to my 
new faith, Cal Lu would not be an appropriate 

place for my children. However, I started to 
change that opinion after reading about Pastor 
Maxwell-Doherty’s initiatives. 
  I think that, now, perhaps CLU may be 
becoming a place that focuses on God (the 
same God in the Jewish, Christian and Islamic 
faiths). I think it would be fabulous if the 
differences of each faith and the role of God in 
general in society could be discussed openly 
and freely.
 If one follows what Rev. Rozen advocates 
(Letters, “We don’t want a generic, secular 
CLU,” April 2013), then indeed CLU would 
not be such a place and also not a place for my 
children. However, if CLU is an open place 
where people of all faiths are accepted and the 
focus is on God (not necessarily Protestant-
ism or other subdivisions of Christianity), then 
there is hope, not only for my family, but for 
greater understanding among people. Instead 
of division, there would be togetherness and 
recognition that we all share the planet and 
have a role to play in promoting peace and 
understanding, regardless of one’s culture or 
religion. That is a university that I would like 
to send my children to.

Marika (Richter ’92) Zadva
Nouakchott, Mauritania

We keep working to make 
everyone welcome at CLU
I am compelled to respond to the letter from 
the Rev. Lee B. Rozen ’66 in the April 2013 
issue (“We don’t want a generic, secular 
CLU”). The Rev. Rozen is certainly entitled 
to his opinions and perspective that the Uni-
versity is misdirected in its efforts to welcome 
and deeply support the on-campus experience 
of non-Christians to the extent that we are. 
 Although he directed his remarks at the 
work of Pastor Melissa Maxwell-Doherty, 
there are many of us at CLU who work to 
make the University a place that honors, 
respects and provides engaging space for those 
who believe something other than ourselves. 
We are trying to practice a radical Christian 
hospitality of inclusion that makes this univer-
sity a place where all are truly welcome. We 
have students, faculty, and staff who are Lu-
theran Christians, Muslim, Mormon, secular, 
Catholic, Jewish, Christian evangelical, Sikh 
and others. We are trying to make CLU a place 
where all are at home, even in their own faith 
practice and spiritual development, in this place 
of welcome. Not merely welcomed visitors in 
a place where they are the “other,” but a place 
that is both fully Lutheran and also significant-
ly and substantially their own.
 It seems that Rev. Rozen would have 
California Lutheran University be a place 

where Christians live, learn, study and teach 
together in an environment that has Christ at 
the heart of all that we are and do. There are 
many Christian colleges in the world where 
that is the model and practice. I attended one 
… a wonderful college in the Midwest that 
is very like the place Rev. Rozen would have 
us be. But, CLU is  different. We are boldly 
and openly Lutheran. We are also trying to 
be intentionally inclusive and a place that 
powerfully loves our neighbors as ourselves.
 In that spirit, I will continue to work with 
my colleagues in Campus Ministry to add a 
water feature in the interfaith meditation cha-
pel so we can all enjoy that space more fully: 
my Muslim brothers and sisters can include 
ritual washing before their prayers to God, and 
we followers of Christ can wash the feet of one 
another. Having a Quran on the shelf next to 
a Bible may be “over the top” for some, but 
it speaks volumes about the very special place 
that CLU is.

William R. Rosser
Vice President of Student Affairs

Dean of Students

Belgum, Beyer, Lueck and Siegele 
all were inspiring
From 1978 to 1983, I had the privilege of serv-
ing as the director of Alumni Relations – my 
first real career position! So it was with special 
sadness that I read of the passing of four people 
who I had the great joy of working with every 
day – Ken Siegele, Norm Lueck, Olga Belgum 
and Ethel Beyer (“Chic side of CLU’s ‘first 
lady’” and “In Memoriam,” Pages 4 and 12, 
April 2013). We were all part of the develop-
ment team back when only a handful of people 
made things happen in big ways!
  Their contributions as professionals were 
significant; Norm and Ken’s combined years 
of marriage (and Olga’s loving pride for her 
husband) are a testimony to their values; and, 
as someone just starting on a career in develop-
ment, I will always hold in my heart just what a 
significant inspiration they all were at the same 
time in the life of the college. Today, I am a 
chief development officer for the American 
Red Cross in Northern California – something 
I might never have attained except that I had 
those five years with this outstanding group of 
professionals.

Kristen G. Kirkpatrick ’75, MBA ’82
Sacramento, Calif.

  



AUGUST 2013    76   CLU MAGAZINE

 Penalty kicks decide soccer games and 
championships at every level, though that 
doesn’t always seem fair. What can 
shooters and keepers do to improve their 
chances at the critical moment? Five 
exercise science students investigated, 
using force plates installed in the floor of 
CLU’s Human Performance Lab, six 
cameras, reflective markers at varsity 
players’ joints and a radar gun.     

•	 Pay	no	attention	to	the	keeper.	Pick	a	
corner	and	go	for	it.

•	 If	you	just	have	to	read	the	keeper,	
make	sure	to	involve	the	hip	and	the	
trunk	in	the	shot,	even	if	you	change	
direction.	Don’t	worry	about	leg	
extension	–	that’s	second	nature	for	
experienced	players.

•	 Time	your	movement	right	before	the	
last	foot	landing	of	the	kick	leg,	and	
don’t	make	clear	which	way	you’re	
going.	Show	you’ll	move,	but	don’t	
commit	to	a	side.

	“Kinematic	and	Kinetic	Analysis	
of	Goalie-independent	and	Goalie-
dependent	Penalty	Kick	Strategies”

	Michael	Soucy,	Bryce	Truver,	
Jason	Kacena,	Kristin	Prosser	and	
Morgan	McCardell

	Michele	LeBlanc

Trunk	and	hip	–	paying	
attention	to	the	goalie	often	led	
to	a	heavier	trunk	lean,	extra	hip	
rotation,	and	a	weaker	shot.

Leg	–	surprisingly,	players	
maintained	good	leg	extension	
even	when	the	goalie	got	in	
their	heads.

In	the	experiment,	penalty	
shooters	had	their	worst	results	
when	they	were	watching	a	goalie	

who	never	picked	a	side.

Timing	–	kickers	waited	
longer	to	shoot	if	the	
goalie	was	allowed	to	
move,	but	otherwise,	their	
timing	was	not	affected.	

The	velocity	of	
kicks	decreased	
significantly	when	
players	paid	attention	
to	the	goalie.	(Why?	
Too	much	upper	
body	movement.)
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“Look at this guy here. He’s so full of honey – right here, 
on the edge. He’s just like glowing,” says the biochemistry major 
to the English professor. With a smoker smoldering away, the bees 
are loading up on food, in case of fire. They show little interest in 
two amateur beekeepers, a note-taker and a photographer.
 Last time freshman Christina Geldert and assistant professor 
Bryan Rasmussen checked the hive, one of the frames for honey-
comb had no comb in it at all. Now the bees have filled it in, a 
good sign. There is also a lot of brood. However, the beekeepers 
can’t find much honey in the frames, which they inspect and 
brush like rare manuscripts pulled from a filing cabinet.  
 They perform a hygiene test. Mess with the hive’s hexagonal 
tiles today, and in a couple of weeks the delicate masonry should 
be fixed, or something is wrong. 
 Aided by a local beekeeping expert, Geldert, Rasmussen 
and junior Ryan Glatt, an exercise science major, served as the 
university’s beekeepers this spring. They’ve been supported by 
a $2,000 grant to Rasmussen and the SEEd (Sustainable Edible 
Education) Project Garden from CLU’s Community Leaders 

In the newest phase of 
sustainable gardening on 

campus, students and 
faculty members are 

building a Small Creatures 
Sanctuary, beginning with a 

home for honeybees. 

Minding
 the
 Hive

Association. In addition to the pollinating, honey-producing 
bees, workers at SEEd intend to bring in worms to compost and 
ladybugs to control pests in the garden.
 Since the garden was established three years ago, the goal 
has been to build, in miniature, a self-sustaining system for food 
production and disposal, one that doesn’t rely on compost or seed 
from others. It’s a model that students can expand on and perhaps 
carry forward. 
 “I never expected myself to proudly be wearing a bee suit by 
the end of my first year,” said Geldert, who wants to become a 
veterinarian specializing in food production animals such as cows 
and chickens. “I really feel like I am part of a very important 
message, and I have the rest of my undergraduate career to learn 
and spread the message.”
 As Rasmussen explained at a bee-themed dedication cer-
emony for the hive in April, “Bees already pollinate our flowers. 
Worms already cultivate our earth. But it’s hard to remember 
those connections because those actions are hard to see.”

Ode to a Honey bee 
Read on the occasion of a welcome party for bees  
at the CLU Garden, April 26

By Jacqueline Lyons, assistant professor of English

You communicate so you must know what it is to be misunderstood
axes of your honeycomb cells always quasi-horizontal

If you were floating on a raft in the ocean, or trapped underground 
you’d still have a belly plush with honey-colored velvet, still fly trailing satin legs 

Honey bee, I don’t mind that you stung me on the knee when I was five
I cried first for me then you—no one wants to die

Un-aerodynamic, you fall through the air from tall pines in great numbers
Ultraviolet, you look at the honeyed sun and see a deep blue swirl 

The buzz of one of you doesn’t hint at the electric hum of you in droves 
we look up expecting a gap in the heavens leaking honey or gold 

Dowsed and drowsy by lavender herb, you fly into my house
You found your way in through the honeyed light, you can find your way back out

Honey bee, I’m trying to translate that day in the pool when your 
backstroke met my sidestroke and you whispered long seconds in my ear

Honey bee, I kind of want you to sting me now, then fly a honeyed 
dotted line connecting me—to you—to the divine.

 For an educator, he said, “the question is how to make the 
processes visible and available.” 
 Small-scale beekeeping is also important today as a hedge 
against the alarming dive in bee populations over the last decade. 
In response to Colony Collapse Disorder – a new, global phe-
nomenon in which workers abandon hives, leading to a crisis 
for crops such as California almonds – European countries have 
placed a two-year ban on certain pesticides. U.S. beekeepers and 
environmental groups are suing the Environmental Protection 
Agency for similar action.
 On north campus, meanwhile, near the clank of bats from the 
baseball diamond, students will keep learning the basics of the 
beekeeping trade. Their knowledge comes from books, YouTube 
videos, regional workshops for like-minded amateurs, and one 
another. 
 The pursuit has many rewards, says Geldert, not least of 
which is “ just how great it feels to know exactly where your 
food comes from.”    
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Graduation is a turning point in every stu-
dent’s life, but for some, it’s just one more 
new beginning, another detour along life’s 
path.
 Vincente Sagisi had been a regional scout 
for the Cleveland Indians for nine years when 
he was recruited into CLU’s educational 
leadership program in Santa Maria. With a 
new Master of Arts in Education in hand, 
Sagisi has accepted a position being created 
for him at a high school in the San Fernando 
Valley. He also will continue as general man-
ager of the California Wahoos, a program he 
created in 2006 to help Central Coast high 
school baseball players get noticed by college 
coaches and professional scouts. Now his 
ultimate career goal is to become a school 
athletic director. 
 After earning her bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from CLU in 2008, Jessica 
Blackshear spent three years doing taxes for 
a large CPA firm and found it wasn’t what 
she wanted. So she came back for CLU’s 
Counseling and Guidance-College Student 
Personnel Program and was hired as gradu-
ate resident director. Mental health issues 
in residence life became the subject of her 
master’s thesis. A member of the Chickasaw, Blackshear received 
scholarships from her tribe and was accepted into the Holitoplichi 
(Chickasha honors society). She wore a graduation stole repre-
senting the society when she was awarded her Master of Science 
in Education. Blackshear has been hired as a resident director at 
the University of Washington.
 Leah Griffith saved her core 21 courses for first semester 
senior year, when she planned to study in Peru. Those plans were 
set aside because her mother was losing a long battle with cancer. 
Her mother died in August, and Griffith stayed home fall semes-
ter taking the core courses online. She graduated on time with a 
degree in psychology and now plans to become an occupational 
therapist working with cancer patients. In honor of her mother, 
who had wanted Griffith to study abroad despite her illness, 
Griffith will volunteer for three months this fall in Cusco, Peru, 
working with children and improving her Spanish.
 “You are following in the footsteps of five decades of gradu-
ates who moved on from us with a purpose,” Connie Stewart ’98, 
president of the alumni association, told the new graduates. “You 
are joining a dynamic network of alumni that includes more than 
23,000 individuals who care about CLU and the students that 
emerge from here as leaders.”
 Doctoral speaker Amanda Carpenter, who earned a degree in 
higher education leadership, issued a challenge: “As we celebrate 

our successes today, I challenge everyone to think about how we 
can create a better tomorrow for our future scholars.”
 Undergraduate Commencement speaker Karsten Lundring ’65, 
a regular at Kingsmen football games, spoke of the benefits of 

being an active alum and ended his speech the same way he 
celebrates every CLU touchdown: by throwing handfuls of candy 
to the students.    

50th annual Commencement

Away-game graduation for ball players
After a 4-3 victory May 16 on the diamond at Concordia University in Austin, Texas, knowing 
they would not make it back to California in time for that Saturday’s Undergraduate Com-
mencement ceremony, the seniors pulled gowns over their uniforms, and some traded ball 
caps for graduation caps. 
 A private ceremony on the road with teammates and family members in attendance at 
the NCAA Division III Baseball West Regional may not be the norm for CLU graduates, but it 
certainly evokes life as a scholar-athlete. Sometimes you have to be two places at once.  
 George Petersen, dean of the Graduate School of Education, presided at the ceremony 
for eight graduating fielders and sluggers, and Trevor Koons ’13, the shortstop, served as the 
keynote speaker. He opted to hang his tassels from his baseball cap.
 After following a processional under an arch of raised bats, Petersen welcomed the 
assembled, showed a video of CLU President Chris Kimball on a computer screen, and read 
each player’s name before presenting diplomas and posing for photos.     

Garrett Smith ’13, shown here at the Texas ceremony, was drafted in June by the 
Cleveland Indians. See Page 19 for more on CLU players in the major leagues.

More than 1,200 students earned bache-
lor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees at the 
University’s Commencement ceremonies.

G
For the weeklong 
Festival of 
Scholars, 
students like 
Michael Evans 
’13 (above, at 
microscope) 
and Derek 
Field emerged 
from labs and 
libraries with 
something to 
share. Geology 
professor Linda 
Ritterbush 
supervised as this 
pair assembled 
evidence that 
could explain 
how one 
arthropod 
species survived a 
mass extinction. 
 Raneem Khe-

draki (l), Mike Mayers and Ryan Marder ’13 looked 
into public awareness about kidney transplants and 
compared donor program participation rates with 
those of European countries. 
 Nickole Scholey (l), Rebecca Cardone ’13 and 
the rest of the Honors String Quartet played works 
including their yearlong project on Dvorak.
 See Page 6 for a student project on the 
biomechanics of soccer penalty kicks.    
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by picking CLU for college, riley thomas (r) was able to stay 
close to family, including her three dogs and 22 horses, in the 
santa rosa valley. still, although the senior biology major has 
always thought about becoming a vet, she didn’t expect to 
begin her education in veterinary medicine in college. 
 that changed after chemistry professor John tannaci, who 
advises the campus chapter of the american medical student 
association, approached barry Fisher, m.p.p.a. ’07, about 
creating medical internship programs for students. Fisher is 
both president of CLU’s Community Leaders association 
and chief deputy director of the ventura County health Care 
agency, which manages the county animal hospital located 
near Camarillo airport. 
 now, two CLU students are getting their hours in the 
veterinary field – required by graduate schools – by working 
with Dr. heather skogerson, who said she was happy to have 
the extra hands to feed and care for animals or even scrub 
them for surgery.  
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Veterinary interns get head 
start on graduate school

In 1966, when the Rev. 
Guy Erwin was 8 and 
his little sister was 2, his 
parents sold the house 
in Oklahoma, moved 
the family to Germany, 
and found jobs working 
alongside other English 
speakers. They stayed 
for almost three years in 
Heidelberg, and Erwin 
took early lessons not 
only about religion and 
history, but also about risk 
and reward.
 “I’ve always greeted new 
things with the attitude 

that, Well, here’s a new thing! rather than, Am I going to fail at this? 
or Is this going to hurt me?” said the CLU professor.
 On his path to becoming a church historian and, two years ago, 
an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), Erwin has remained open to new things. He went to Har-
vard University for college and to Yale for his doctoral program. In 
the 1980s he returned to Germany as a Fulbright scholar. 
 At one point, he was offered a position as a Lutheran pastor in 
an East German town then behind the Iron Curtain. He declined, 
but not without appreciation for the rare offer.

Religion professor elected ELCA bishop
 Erwin came out as gay as an adult, eventually committing him-
self to a life partner whom he met at Yale Divinity School. That’s 
why formal ordination as a Lutheran pastor was not an option 
for most of his career, although he took on a series of ministerial 
roles in addition to teaching.
 Now, only four years after the ELCA changed its policy on 
ordination for gays in committed relationships, Erwin’s new thing 
is his election on May 31 to lead the Southwest California Synod 
for six years as bishop. It’s a position of symbolic importance and 
considerable authority in one of the nation’s most diverse regions. 
The event made news as a first for gays as well as Native Ameri-
cans in the ELCA, because Erwin is part Osage Indian.
 Not brought up in the Lutheran church, Erwin chose it during 
his college years. He stuck with it over time in spite of the barrier 
it put up to his following his vocation.
 “I could hear in the sermons of the Lutheran pastor in 
Cambridge (Mass.) resonances from Luther, without him even 
saying so. I could tell that this church had in its DNA something 
remaining of what it was founded on, and that was appealing to 
me,” he said. 
 “My own personal goal is to get into the congregations and to 
teach, and help people understand that every Christian is a 
theologian,” Erwin continued. “If you think about how your faith 
affects your life, you’re doing theology already. So let’s put some 
structure on this and do it in a thoughtful way.”  

Joanie and Richard Young became involved 
with CLU when, as chair of the Conejo 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, she helped 
President Mark Mathews organize the first 
Mathews Leadership Forum. Later, their two 
granddaughters and one grandson-in-law 
were students here. Twelve years ago Joanie 
was recruited to the CLU Board of Regents, 
and in 2006, the University awarded her an 
honorary doctor of laws degree.

“As Chair of the Advancement Committee 
for the past 11 years, I know firsthand the 
positive impact that bequest gifts have made 
on California Lutheran University’s success in 
building programs, scholarships, and the overall 
University growth. CLU has been an integral 
part of our community and our family, and 
it is fitting that CLU be an integral part of 
our estate plan. We hope our gift will make a 
difference to future CLU students, as those who 
have gone before us have made a difference.”

Orville Dahl Society 
Office of Estate and Gift Planning  
California Lutheran University 
805-493-3166 

The Orville Dahl Society was established to honor those who provide for the University in their estate. It was named in recognition of 
CLU’s founding president, Orville Dahl, who gave life to CLU (then CLC). His many accomplishments include establishing CLEF – the parent 
organization responsible for developing the college’s master plan. As envisioned by Dahl, a key element to fulfillment of our mission is the 
continued growth of the University’s endowment. Joanie and Richard share that vision.

The Orville Dahl Society gives everyone the opportunity to carry on Dr. Dahl’s work. Membership in the society is open to all who have 
made some form of estate or deferred gift commitment of any amount to CLU.

If you believe that you qualify for membership or would like information on how to become a member of the Orville Dahl Society, please 
call the Office of Estate and Gift Planning at 805-493-3166 or visit our website at www.clugift.org.

www.clugift.org

Joan and Richard Young 
invest in CLU’s future
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If she’d had to raise money to pay for the engi-
neering, KCLU general manager Mary Olson 
would have had this to say about expanding to 
the Santa Maria area in June 2013: nice idea.
 The same goes for every CLU broadcast mile-
stone: without the highly skilled, pro bono aid of Tim 
Schultz ’77, they were all just nice ideas. Student-run 
cable radio in 1977? A National Public Radio station 
owned and operated by the campus since 1994? 
KCLU in Santa Barbara? A new broadcast center in 
2011? iCLU student radio on the Internet last year? 
Nice ideas. 
 At any rate, CLU accomplished all of this without 
ever making a significant investment in engineering, 
because of Schultz’ generosity, technical mastery, and 
willingness to crawl and climb with bundles of cables. 
 “Well, it’s my alma mater. Part of me feels like 
since I started it, I’ve got to continue it,” he said. “I 
don’t want to let it go. If they really came to me and 
said, ‘Tim, your services are no longer welcome. 
We’ve found somebody else to do it,’ yeah, it would 
crush me, it would break my heart, but I would un-
derstand.”
  That is not about to happen. Over the decades, 
Schultz has worked thousands of hours for free for 
CLU on jobs that, these days, would pay hundreds of 
dollars an hour. Since October, he’s had the full-time 
task of researching the acquisition of 89.7 FM in Santa 
Maria, tearing apart the transmitter there, at the end 
of four miles of dirt road, and rebuilding it. 
 “He’s our hero,” said Olson. “He’s the guy who 
rents the truck. He’s the guy who climbs the tower. 
When the satellite dish came, Tim is the guy bolting 
it to the pad. There’s no problem he can’t solve. The 
guy is brilliant.”
 As the vice president of engineering at Spanish-
language broadcaster Univision until he stepped down 
in 2009, Schultz bought and fixed up dozens of televi-
sion stations, many in small markets, so he’s faced all 
sorts of challenges. The worst thing for a broadcast 
engineer, he said, is refining a system while the station 
is on the air, which he compares to “changing the tires 
on your car while it’s rolling down the street.”
 Mercifully, the transmitter in Santa Maria was 
turned off for some of May and June, after the station 
changed hands and the engineer started pulling old 

(2008)

KCLU 92.1 FM SAN LUIS OBISPO (2013)

(1998) (1994)

KCLU 89.7 FM SANTA MARIA (JUNE 2013)

equipment off the tower. Schultz – who carried his very own 
spectrum analyzer to assess matters – had not been impressed 
with the signal quality. To stay within his budget for improve-
ments, he had to keep some of the existing structure, though 
bulldozing the whole thing would have been simpler, he said. 
 In June, KCLU signed on in northern Santa Barbara County 
and southern San Luis Obispo County, and Schultz was still not 
out of a job. 
 “It just seems to be a continuously evolving thing, and they 
keep asking me back, and so I keep coming back,” he said. “It is 
kind of like, ‘Hey, I built the thing.’ I feel like I’m raising a child. It 
has certainly blossomed into something a whole lot more than we 
ever, ever, ever envisioned.”    

Thanks to alumnus-volunteer, KCLU radio reaches Santa Maria and San Luis Obispo
Broadcast engineer Tim Schultz ’77 put KRCL student radio on the air in his last two years 

in college. Ever since, as an unpaid volunteer, he has been building and maintaining broadcast 
facilities for his alma mater. With the purchase of a Santa Maria station and Schultz’ full-time 

effort since October, KCLU National Public Radio can now be heard farther north.

In the Winter 1995 issue, 
which covered the launch of 
KCLU radio, this magazine 
took note of Tim Schultz’ 
years of service in a feature 
article. Schultz tells us that, 
though he has dedicated 
hundreds of hours to the 
station since that time, 
“there would be like months 
in a row when I didn’t have to 
poke my head into the door.”

Listeners in the city of 
San Luis Obispo will 
pick up KCLU later this 
summer at 92.1 FM.
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rainn Wilson, the actor and comedian best 
known for his role as Dwight schrute on 
the television series The Office, talked about 
his personal journey of faith with students 
in samuelson Chapel on may 8. 
 Wilson was brought up in the baha’i faith 
and returned to it after a period of 
searching and doubt in his 20s. Four years 
ago, he founded the website soulpancake as 
a place to “chew on life’s big questions” (its 
tagline). at the CLU event, he signed copies 
of his book bearing the same title.   

‘Office’ actor shares 
personal journey

Shining through professor 
of biology Barbara Collins’ 
teaching and her 2012 memoir, 
You Lead a Mean Trail: Life 
Adventures and Fifty Years 
of Teaching, is a love of the 
varieties of land and life that 
this planet offers. 
 The book is a place 
to learn not only about 
wildflowers, but also 
tarantulas, columnar cacti, 
ground squirrels and how to 
hunt mushrooms for food. Of 
a lake at Mount Assiniboine 
in the Canadian Rockies, she 
wrote that the “path leading 
down … was also covered 
with my favorite fuzzy 
anemones. It was impossible 

to think of taking pictures of them all. Unfortunately, a camera 
cannot duplicate the incredible beauty that we see with the 

human eye.”

What did it mean for Collins to love the Earth?
Among other things, it meant enlisting students to sell T-shirts 
and bumper stickers and to speak at Thousand Oaks city hall 
as part of a successful campaign to preserve Wildwood Mesa. 
It meant being wise with energy and encouraging others to 
work for a future that human beings could sustain.
 The following excerpt from a speech she gave at the 1991 
Colloquium of Scholars Banquet could have been written in 
2013. It was published in CLU Magazine’s predecessor, The 
Kingsmen Quarterly. 

With her husband of 58 
years, Larry, at her side, 
Barbara Collins died in her 
sleep the night of April 30 
at the age of 84.

‘The realization is beginning to hit that Earth is all there is’
When will we listen?
During her talk, Dr. Collins shared some frightening information regard-
ing the current status of the Earth’s environment. But in closing, she 
expressed hope in the progress that individuals could make in solving 
today’s pressing environmental issues. —editor’s note from Summer 
1991

 our country needs to develop alternative sources of energy, 
long-lasting and nonpolluting. but there are also things that we as 
individuals can do. We need to become conscious of fuel use. We 
need to begin driving less and car pool more. Use solar heat when 
possible. Use your air conditioner and dishwasher less. hang the 
clothes out. insulate your home. these are all things that each 
person can do. but above all, we need to educate our youth, 
because they are the ones who will inherit the earth.
  yes, there are good things that are going on. more and more 
people are becoming involved. recycling is becoming part of 
the norm, and gradually we are becoming more conscious of 
our water and our land. the realization is beginning to hit that 
earth is all there is. there are no new frontiers to be conquered. 
efforts are being made to save endangered species. some habitat 
destruction has been stopped. We need to start living as though 
we are all part of one whole.
 maybe the idea of spaceship earth is not a bad one. We all 
need to work together for the future. We need to work for a 
sustainable world that will be livable for our children and grand-
children. Join an environmental group. Fight for a cause. What we 
do in the next 10 to 20 years will determine the kind of legacy 
that we leave behind for our children.
 We must begin to steer by the stars rather than by the lights of a 
passing ship. and remember, as in the words of margaret mead, 
“never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”   

Hike in award for disabled students
A scholarship for students with physical 
disabilities received new funding this 
spring from the estate of the donor. 
As a result, awards under the Bette 
Eaton Scholarship for the Severely 
Physically Handicapped will rise sharply 
from $4,850, the amount available this 
academic year, to roughly double that 
amount in 2014-2015. 
 Still, someone has to claim the 
money. The Eaton Scholarship, which 
was last awarded in 2009, is intended 
to make the highest quality education 
affordable for people with major 
physical challenges other than hearing or visual impairment. Bette 
Eaton suffered rheumatic fever and acute juvenile rheumatoid 
arthritis that put her in a wheelchair shortly after her ninth 
birthday. With the support of her parents, she received a solid 

education from tutors and private 
schools through college. She died in 
2002 at the age of 80, leaving the 
scholarship bequest in her estate plan.
 Keith Persico ’11, one of three 
recipients of the scholarship so far, said 
that paying for his education would 
have been much more difficult without 
Eaton’s generosity. A psychology major 
and member of the Psychology Club 
at CLU, he now works as a behavioral 
therapist while pursuing a master’s 
degree in marriage and family therapy 
at Pepperdine University.

 Persico, who has a physical developmental disability, has taken a 
broad interest in physical and mental health problems’ effects on 
adolescents and families. His goal as a therapist will be to discover 
“how I can help these families function better.”   

Give Every Student the Tools to Succeed

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/GIVE or CaLL Us at 805-493-3829

kirby ai ’13 of oahu, hawaii, pursued his 
passion for music and graduated with a degree 
in music production.

his younger sister, kehau, knew CLU was the 
place for her the first time she visited. a junior 
majoring in psychology, kehau ai is a member 
of the women’s water polo team and, like her 
brother, the kupa’a hawai’i Club.

both feel strongly that the generous support of 
others was what gave them the opportunity to 
experience all that CLU has to offer.

the CLU annual Fund enhances academic 
programs, strengthens scholarships and 
provides resources that improve the quality of 
life on campus. your donation allows students 
to pursue their passions and discover their 
purpose.

CLU ANNUAL FUND
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This ramp off of Memorial Parkway (2011) and 
other recent improvements have made the 
campus more accessible.
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The Tempest
Directed by Michael J. Arndt 
June 28-30, July 5-7 and July 12-14, 8 p.m.

Hamlet
Directed by Brett Elliott 
July 19-21, July 26-28, and August 2-4, 8 p.m.

2013 SEASON

For tickets and more information, visit  
KingsmenShakespeare.org
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Unbreakable

4 Eric Rogers

Victory at the inaugural SCIAC baseball postseason tournament 
earned the Kingsmen an automatic NCAA Division III playoff 
berth. The team, which also won the conference title, went 1-2 for 
the postseason in the toughest bracket in the country. CLU took 
home nine All-SCIAC honors, with junior Jake Petersen the unani-
mous pick for both Player and Newcomer of the Year and junior 
Aaron Roth selected as the Pitcher of the Year. Petersen, Roth and 
Nick Boggan ’13 added American Baseball Coaches Association/
Rawlings All-America accolades. 
  The men’s tennis and women’s track and field teams placed 
second at their respective SCIAC Championships and made 
NCAA appearances. Nicholas Ballou ’13 was named the SCIAC 
men’s tennis Player of the Year and All-American in both singles 
and in doubles with his partner Ray Worley. The pair, ranked No. 
1 in Division III, won the doubles championship at the Ojai Tourna-
ment in April, and Ballou took the singles title there.
  Eleven CLU athletes qualified to compete in Wisconsin at 
the NCAA Division III Track & Field Championships in individual 
events and the men’s and women’s 4x100m relays. Melissa Skiba 
finished third in the 5k to became a two-time All-American for 
2012-2013; she had won the accolade in cross-country competition 
in fall. On her first trip to nationals, javelin thrower Allie Hadley 
finished seventh to earn All-America status. 
  The men’s golf team qualified to compete at the NCAA 
Division III Men’s Golf Championships for the second consecutive 

On April 27, the  
final day of the NFL 
Draft, Cal Lutheran 
wide receiver Eric 
Rogers went undrafted, 
but received phone calls 
as a priority free agent 
from half a dozen National 
Football League teams be-
fore he settled on the Dallas 
Cowboys.
 The criminal justice major 
attended a rookie mini-camp 
in Texas and returned there in 
May for an all-team camp. At 
press time for CLU Magazine, Rogers, a lifelong Cowboys fan, was 
expecting also to be invited to Oxnard in late July for the team’s 
summer training camp. 
 “I am definitely floating up with the stars right now,” said the 
two-sport athlete as he appeared at the SCIAC Track & Field 
Championship Meet, which was going on the day he first ac-
cepted the Cowboys’ terms. “Everything I have worked for has 
paid off, and I am looking forward to the opportunity to continue 
to prove myself on the football field.”
 To say the least, the opportunity for Rogers to prove him-
self to his favorite professional team was a dream come true. 
If anyone can come from a small Division III school and make it 
with the best players in the sport, CLU head coach Ben McEnroe 
believes that Cal Lutheran’s No. 4 is the one.
 “Rogers is the most dominant player that I’ve ever seen at 
this level,” McEnroe said. “His ability to score from anywhere on 
the field, along with his unique combination of height and speed, 
were a mismatch for everyone we faced. When you couple that 
with his burning desire to compete for every ball, you have the 

Eric Rogers ’13, one of the most decorated 
athletes to have donned the Kingsmen 
colors, leaves behind seven single-season and 
all-time CLU records. Now he has a shot to 
prove his abilities to his favorite NFL team.

By Tracy Maple

greatest receiver in CLU history. The record books here are a 
tribute to his ability and desire.”
 Rogers not only excelled on the field and succeeded in the 
classroom but also was a “regular guy” who fit in at CLU, where 
celebrity status for athletes is never the norm. Still, when the 
Ventura County Star named him Male Athlete of the Fall Season, 
the newspaper noted that his fellow students lined up to get their 
meal cards swiped by him in the Caf, where he worked Sundays 
and Mondays.
 The web of connections between the storied Dallas team and 
CLU won’t stop growing, it seems. Many alumni remember that 
coaching legend Tom Landry’s Cowboys held training camp on 
the CLU campus from 1963 to 1989, beating the Texas heat. Just 
this spring, the Cowboys hired Rod Marinelli ’72 as defensive 
coordinator.   

4 Eric RogersWide receiverCal Lutheran
As a senior in fall 2012, Eric Rogers ’13 rewrote the record books, 

setting new single-season and all-time marks for the Kingsmen in 

receptions, touchdowns from his position and total scoring, as well as 

the all-time record for receiving yards. He was part of four consecutive 

SCIAC championship teams, and the Kingsmen never lost a league 

contest during his career.Football 2012 Season AccoladesD3football.com First Team All-AmericaD3football.com First Team All-West Region
SCIAC Offensive Player of the Year CLU Athlete of the Week (Sept. 3, Sept. 24, Oct. 22, Oct. 29)

Set CLU single-season record for receiving touchdowns (16)
Set CLU single-season record for receptions (82)
Set CLU single-season record for total scoring (114)
Preseason All-AmericanCareer Football AccoladesCLU all-time leader in receiving yards (3,218)

CLU all-time leader in receiving touchdowns (37)
CLU all-time leader in receptions (200) CLU all-time leader in total scoring (250) First Team All-SCIAC (2011, 2010); Second Team All-SCIAC (2009)

D3football.com Team of the Week (Oct. 14, 2011)
SCIAC Athlete of the Week (Oct. 14, 2011)Career Track & Field AccoladesAll-American triple jumper (2012, 2011)All-SCIAC triple jumper (2012, 2011), high jumper (2012), long jumper 

(2012, 2011)
CLU record holder in triple jumpRanked sixth all-time at CLU in long jump0.01m off breaking into Top 10 in high jump

Nickname: E-RockGoal after football: to join S.W.A.T.
Life goal: “to take care of my mom”

Hometown: Duarte, CA Height: 6’ 3”  Weight: 206Major: Criminal justice
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Sophomore Jordan Card led the Regals water polo 
team this spring with 46 goals and 52 drawn ejections 
as CLU tied for fourth in the SCIAC standings. 

All-Americans in baseball, tennis, track, golf

Two Kingsmen to major leagues
Becoming the 23rd Major League Baseball draft pick in school 
history, Garrett Smith ’13 was selected in the 37th round by the 
Cleveland Indians in June.
 Smith grew up with his father, Steve, managing and coaching in 
both the minor and major leagues.
 The Cal Lutheran second baseman earned Second Team All-
SCIAC and Third Team ABCA/Rawlings All-West Region accolades 
after a stellar senior season. 
 Also slated to play baseball with a major league organization is 
Spencer Trygg ’12, who recently signed a contract with the Los 
Angeles Angels of Anaheim after a stint playing independent ball 
with the Callan Thunder (Texas) last year.    

year. Mikey McGinn was named an All-American for the second 
time in as many years.    

 

Correction: An article and a photo caption on Page 16 of our 
April 2013 issue stated that Melissa Skiba was the first Regal 
to achieve All-America recognition in cross-country. In fact, 
Skiba was the first women’s cross-country All-American since 
1991, when CLU began competing in NCAA Division III. Prior 
to that, Cathy (Fulkerson ’82) Waltrip was an Association for 
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW) All-American in 
cross-country in 1979 and, along with her teammate Marian 
Mallory, in 1980. Waltrip was inducted into the Alumni Asso-
ciation Athletic Hall of Fame two years ago.

Spencer Trygg ’12
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Talk, about everything from feelings to dreams,  

is the foundation of a strong committed rela-
tionship. But talk isn’t always enough to move 
a relationship along or keep a marriage on the 
right track. Putting thoughts in writing can go a 
long way toward igniting and maintaining a spark 
between two people. 
 Here’s how opening up on paper – and display 
screens for emails, texts and the like – deepened the 
connections of four happily married couples who met 
and dated at Cal Lutheran.

Delaney (Gallagher ’12) and Michael Rodriguez 
met within days of moving into the Mount Clef dorm 
as freshmen. There were no sparks between them. 
Michael was friendly, but Delaney did not like him. 
Part of the same group of friends, they saw each other 
constantly. 
 A few months into the semester, Delaney realized 
she was having a change of heart. “I wanted him to 
know I had feelings for him,” she recalls. She slipped 
a candid, open-ended half-page letter under his door, leaving it 
up to him to make a move. “He still has it hidden somewhere!” 
 For Michael, “there definitely needed to be some catalyst for 
us to get together. I wasn’t really looking…. I was having a good 
time making lots of friends. The note surprised me.” 
 In his room when the note arrived, Michael headed straight 
to Delaney’s room, where they talked, awkwardly. Nothing 
changed for a while, though there was a new, mild discomfort 
when they were together in the company of friends. Out on 
a walk weeks later, Michael suggested, “If you want to be my 
girlfriend, I’d be cool with it.” Delaney laughed and said, yes.
 Apart from each other that first summer, they’d text or chat 
on Facebook to connect. Talking on the phone wasn’t in Mi-
chael’s comfort zone, and Delaney understood. Back at school, 
they often gave each other cards for no special reason, adding 

something sweet and personal by hand – a tradition they’ve con-
tinued into their newly married life. “I just got a card filled with 
love quotes from Delaney. I appreciate it a lot – it’s sitting next to 
my side of the bed.”
 Writing poems, personalizing their wedding vows with words 
of their own, and exchanging loving, thoughtful texts during 
workdays have all lent depth to the relationship. “For Michael, 
writing is an easier way for him to communicate,” Delany says. 
“For me, writing out my feelings takes things to the next level. 
Michael hears me end phone calls with family with, ‘I love you.’ 
When I write the same words to Michael, it makes them more 
intimate and special.”

Aarika (Lim ’07) and Ryan Riddle ’07 met in a religion 
course, though it was a group project in oceanography that 
“sealed the deal,” they say. The first summer after they began 
dating, Aarika went home to Hawaii, and Ryan stayed in Cali-
fornia. The three-hour time difference and their work schedules 
made it hard to communicate by phone. 
 “We did a lot of emailing and instant messaging,“ remembers 
Ryan. “It emboldened me to ask questions that might sound 
boring in person, things I wouldn’t normally ask if I were face-
to-face having coffee with Aarika. Being a shy person, I’m much 
more open on chat and email.” 

alumni couples 
whose relationships 
began during college, 
each at a different 
moment in the last 
three decades, tell 
how sharing their 
feelings in writing had 
noteworthy benefits. 

By Martin Novell, M.S. ’80, and Daina Hulet

Leslie (Snider ’90) Brooks, T.C. ’93, and Ken Brooks 
’90 pull out scrapbooks full of their jottings and 
photos going back to 1986, when they decided to date 
exclusively. He read from letters and the notes he made 
for a mixed cassette tape.

Ryan and Aarika Riddle with son Nolan
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1. Break the ice (or melt it)
In writing, it’s easier to make yourself vulnerable. You have time 
to think and choose your words, you have your privacy, and you 
won’t put the other person under pressure to respond right away. 
Some people are shy. Some may have been raised not to express 
certain feelings. Others don’t think or speak well on their feet. 
Writing can be the answer. 
 If the object of your affections is oblivious to your feelings, 
writing a short note to get their attention reduces the risk involved 
in putting them on the spot. When Delaney Rodriguez slipped a 
note under Michael’s dorm room door, she gave him time to think 
about a situation he admits caught him completely by surprise. 
She was taking a risk, but doing it in writing softened her fears of 
embarrassing Michael.
  Writing a simple text to apologize to your partner can end a 
silly argument, and a longer written apology could open the door 
to a necessary, if difficult, conversation. The words “Is everything 
OK?” in a text or email may be enough to demystify an uncom-
fortable silence. 

2. Show they’re always on your mind
Particularly when a twosome is separated by distance and time, 
writing moves romance and intimacy forward. Being candid, flirty 
or transparent can intensify the emotions of the writer as well as 
the recipient. The act of writing itself encourages reflection and 
deep thought. It may even lessen the loneliness of long separations.
 Jenifer Salzwedel calls her husband’s letters, written during his 
10 years on the road as a pro athlete, “loving gestures.” “This was 
in the days before email, and I know that with his practice and 
travel schedule, it took effort for him to find the time to sit down 
and write.” 
 “Writing plays a big part of keeping our romance alive, during 
the week,” says Aarika Riddle. “Texting ‘I love you’ or sending 
a supportive note when I know Ryan is going to have a rough 
day – it promotes good feelings. Sometimes we’ll even be sitting 
next to each other and I’ll get a fun or goofy email from him. It’s 
romantic!”

3. Start a little more conversation
Writing encourages better spoken communication. Simple words 
of encouragement, appreciation or fondness sprinkled in emails or 

online chat keep couples connected, and inspire topics to discuss 
later on. Updates like “tough day” and “long meeting” provide 
cues for starting your next conversation. 
 For couples who fall into a rut of silence, there are writing 
exercises that can lead to fresh and surprising conversation. 
Research shows that keeping a one-line gratitude journal daily, 
then exchanging and reading them every week or two, delivers 
insight about your relationship and promotes happiness. 

4. Keep you both coming back
Thoughts committed to paper, computer screens and phone screens 
all can be saved as keepsakes. “We just did some rearranging, and 
I found the box of communiqués we sent each other the sum-
mer I worked at a camp with no cell phone service,” says Ryan 
Riddle. “We hadn’t seen them in years. We read them together and 
laughed. These are a significant part of our romance. We’ll prob-
ably push them to the back of a closet, they’ll get buried, and one 
day we’ll discover them all again.”
 Partners in long-term relationships who may have lost the 
emotional spark can benefit from sending their mate an old-
fashioned love letter and pouring out the heart. Find writing 
difficult? Copy a famous love letter or a selection of romantic 
quotes and send them along with a personal line or two, such as 
“This is how I feel about you, but Shakespeare said it better.” 
Carefully pick a card that suits your feelings or reminds you of the 
one you love. Then personalize it with your own fond or grateful 
words. It’s the personal touch, whether you write well or not, that 
makes the difference.      

 “By the time we were back at school together, I was com-
fortable and relaxed with Ryan,” Aarika adds. “We really got to 
know each other that first summer by writing.”
 Writing has continued to play a significant part in their 
six-year marriage. They stay in touch during the day via chat 
and make cards for each other on special occasions. During our 
telephone interview for this article, Ryan found a note he had 
synched to his current phone, written by Aarika in 2009. “It 
says, ‘I love you. I hope you’re having a good day. Love you.’ It’s 
fun to save old emails and texts to stumble upon and read later.” 

After making friends in a political science class, Jessica (David 
’98) and David Lundeen ’00 would sit together in classes and 
run into each other at social functions. Things began heating up 
after Jessica left a message on David’s voice mail with a rather 
convoluted reason for wanting to go out for a cold Jamba Juice. 
They began dating right before her graduation. 
 It was during David’s internship in Washington, D.C., his 
senior year, that the couple began to buy cards and exchange 
letters and emails to uncover the more emotional aspects of their 
relationship. They used the phone mainly to share updates. “If I 
want to get a thought out clearly, I do it better in writing. I can 
look at it and make sure it’s what I want to say,” explains David.
 David’s career in the Army – three deployments to Iraq, 12 
months in Korea – has kept the couple apart for large chunks of 

What can writing do for romance?

time over their 12-year marriage. They abide by their belief that 
“the secret to good communication, is to keep communicating”; 
for them that means keeping in touch by phone, plus writing. 
 “By phone, I know that David’s safe and we pass along infor-
mation. In writing we have more time to be romantic, personal 
and emotional,” says Jessica.
 When they’re at home together, they text and give each other 
cards. “And sometimes when there are issues – we’ve talked 
around and around a subject – I’ll take the writing route to find 
a resolution,” says Jessica. “It keeps us closer.”
 Writing is also becoming a part of their family culture. Their 
children write and make cards for David when he’s away. Re-
cently, their 9-year-old daughter sent them an unexpected letter 
from camp filled with thoughts and questions. She asked them 
for a letter in response.

Jenifer (Larson ’90) and Dave Salzwedel ’90 
married at the CLU chapel 18 years ago, and chose to 

baptize their twin daughters there because their love 
began on campus. A volleyball player and a soccer player, 

Jenifer and Dave had lived in the same dorm, supported 
each other at games, shared classes and generally enjoyed 

one another’s company. They were such good friends, they 
even double-dated – though not as a couple. 

 In their junior year, leaving behind their apprehension about 
losing the friendship, they began dating. After graduation, 
Dave moved to San Francisco to play professional soccer, 
while Jenifer worked in Los Angeles, and the long-distance 
romance commenced. In the beginning they wrote letters 
only sporadically, and email was not a real option back then. 
“We talked by phone, but it was always a nice surprise to get 
something in the mail. We found that for us there’s a difference 
between talking on the phone and writing, between verbally 
showing our affection and sharing our deeper thoughts,” says 
Jenifer, who signed her cards and letters to Dave, “Always and 
forever.” 
 Today, after 18 years of marriage, most of their written 
communications are brief texts to keep in touch and on the same 
page about the day’s events. Dave signs off every message he 
sends to Jenifer with “LUVYA.”   

After earning a master’s degree in education with an emphasis in counsel-
ing and guidance at CLU and a second master’s in psychology, Martin 
Novell went on to become a licensed marriage and family therapist. 
Daina Hulet is a former West Coast editor of Glamour magazine. 
They have been in a “curated relationship” for 11 years. For more of 
their perspective on building enviable committed relationships, visit www.
thecuratedrelationship.com.

Jessica and David Lundeen

Dave and Jenifer Salzwedel with 
daughters Ally (l) and Morgan
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What is love, anyway

Q&A

Do you like to observe crowds, to people-watch?
Not crowds, but people. Crowds – you don’t get to see much. But 
let’s say sitting in a restaurant and observing other people and how 
they interact. I actually love doing that. (Laughs.) How’d you know?

What’s fun about it?
Partly it’s showing off. If I’m having dinner with my wife – she 
can get annoyed with this sometimes, come to think of it – I like 
using my intuition or skills to describe what’s going on, and even 
predicting the next thing that’s going to happen.

From your book, you seem just as interested in 
animal behavior.
I have a dog, a beagle, who I’m totally in love with. They are such 
remarkable animals. Sometimes I think they know just how to get 
into the right position that would make you say, Oh my god, how 
adorable. Like they’re purposely putting it on.
 The other reason is that a lot of research that can’t be done 
on humans can be done on animals, and some of it is clearly rel-
evant to humans. 

What’s something important we’ve learned from 
observing animals?
Probably the most well-known experiment in the history of psy-
chology, the [Harry] Harlow study on what he called “the nature 
of love,” with the monkey’s “mothers” made of terrycloth and 
of wire, had an amazing impact. It had an enormous impact on 
[John] Bowlby, the father of attachment theory.
 Because what Harlow found, dramatically, was: the monkey 
doesn’t get attached to the wire mother who provides the milk; 
it gets attached to the mother who provides what Harlow called 
“contact comfort.”

What is love?
Boy oh boy, I didn’t expect that.

How about romantic love? (Sorry, you seem like 
the person to ask.)
Well, romantic love, which has a strong sexual component for 
most people and often takes the form of sexual passion, generally 
is most present at the beginning of a relationship. If people are 
lucky, elements of it remain throughout a long-term relationship.
 I think many people have grown up on the Hollywood illusion 
that the passion is going to remain and sustain the relationship. It’s 

interesting that the movie usually ends when they walk off into the 
sunset.

What’s missing from that picture?
If we’re going to get beyond the Hollywood version of love, I 
would say that a necessary component is the attachment bond, 
which is a long-term bond.
 Now, what do I mean by attachment? Caring for the other per-
son, being able to experience them as an individual with his or her 
own needs, perspectives, desires; and where all those aspects of 
the individual become virtually as important as one’s own desires, 
perspectives and needs. That’s often not the case in sexual passion.

Do you think it happens much?
I think it happens to varying degrees. People are more or less 
successful in achieving that. But implicit in what I’m saying is that it 
can’t be taken for granted. It’s a developmental challenge.

What does attachment theory say about long-
term relationships?
Some attachment theorists have suggested that the model for 
a long-term relationship is really the child-mother relationship, 
rather than the sexual system. The way someone has put it is that 
the sexual system is the tether that gets people together and the 
attachment system is what keeps them together, and I think that 
makes a lot of sense.

Who gets to be the child?
In well-functioning adult relationships, both partners serve as at-
tachment figures for the other, and in good relationships, there’s 
a flexibility about who’s the attachment figure at any given time. 
So let’s say one partner is in crisis, then the other steps up and 
becomes the soothing, comforting, supportive attachment figure, 
but at other times it shifts.

Tell me, in those restaurants, do you watch 
couples? Kids?
Both. I must say I glow when I see an interaction between parents 
and children where everyone’s having a good time and the kids 
are well behaved, but not inhibited. When parents clearly 
appreciate their children, I mean, you can almost feel the caring 
and the love oozing from them, and you can see the impact on 
the kids, the spontaneity. Really, it’s inspirational – like there’s 
hope for all of us.   

If professor of psychology Morris N. Eagle, a foremost commentator on the 
development of psychoanalysis and the theory of attachment, won’t tell us, who will?

We were told Morris Eagle 
never wastes a minute. 
Not true, but on top of 
his private practice and 

work at the Graduate 
School of Psychology, he 

publishes an insane number 
of articles, chapters and 

books including, this 
year, Attachment and 

Psychoanalysis: Theory, 
Research and Clinical 

Implications.
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Patrick Cudahy ’12 was doing what he loves most: playing sports.
 As the late afternoon sun illuminated the rugby field, Cudahy 
joined his Malaysian teammates for practice. As the only orang 
putih (white guy) on the team, he was a distinct minority.
 “I had no idea what I was getting myself into,” Cudahy wrote 
in the newsletter that he produces for family and friends, “or just 
how important this team would prove to be.”
 With practice nearly every weekday and games on the week-
ends, the former CLU rugby player began to learn more about 
his teammates. To his surprise, he found that most of the team 
members were Muslim.
 “This was a bit shocking for me because I have never really 
had Muslim friends before or even had an in-depth conversation 
with any Muslim person,” Cudahy wrote.
 Last year, Cudahy was selected to serve as a volunteer with 
Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM), a program of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Following a week of 
training, he traveled to Malaysia, where he has been teaching 
English to boys and girls from ages 6 to 18. 
 Located in Donggongon, a suburb of Kota Kinabalu (the 
capital of Sabah state on the South China Sea), the school serves 
undocumented, mostly poor immigrant children who cannot 
access a public education in Malaysia. Cudahy estimates that 
three-quarters of the 200 students enrolled are Christian, with 
the remainder Muslim.
 “Parents of Muslim students are told up front that we are a 
Christian school and that all students are required to attend chapel 
and participate in Bible studies,” Cudahy said. “However, the 
parents opt to send their kids to our school because we have one of 
the best reputations amongst the immigrant schools in the area.”
 Once Cudahy settled into his teaching tasks, he started look-
ing around for a sports team he could join. Through a Google 
search, he found a rugby team. This was a godsend for the Port 
Orchard, Wash., native who played four years with the CLU 
rugby club and was a senior when the team went to the Califor-
nia Cup for Division III.
 Rugby, like most sports, builds camaraderie. That was cer-
tainly true for Cudahy as he attended practices in Malaysia. It 
opened doors for new friendships and new understandings.
 “I began talking with one of my rugby brothers about our 
different faiths. After comparing many of our beliefs and values, 
we realized just how similar our faiths actually are.... I had no 
clue that joining this team would lead to the interreligious dia-
logue that it has,” he wrote in the newsletter.

Interfaith rugby in Southeast Asia

 In Malaysian society, Cudahy continued, Christians 
and Muslims are generally kept in separate communities, 
and it is not common for people of different faiths to 
associate.
 “That is when I saw just how important our rugby 
club is. If the call to prayer occurs during our practice, 
we all stop for a few minutes to allow a quick prayer.” 
And the orang putih prays alongside them. 
 Having been in Malaysia for nearly a year, Cu-
dahy can now speak Malay quite well. His near flu-
ency has allowed him to get to know his students 
better. 
 “At first, my primary objective was to be the 
best English teacher that I could be and try to 
improve the speech, reading and writing of 
the students,” he wrote. But after hearing of 
the hardships that many students face outside 
of school, his goal changed from teaching 
English to making the kids feel loved.
 When his volunteer stint ends this summer, Cudahy, 
who majored in biology, plans to attend medical school. He be-
lieves the YAGM program has helped him prepare for the future, 
in part by changing his mindset.
 “Living simply is one of the values that I have learned during 
this year and is a value that will stick with me forever,” he said. 
“It has made me realize what is important in life and what things 
we actually really need in order to be happy.”   

Patrick Cudahy wanted to 
continue playing sports on his 
year abroad teaching English 

to Malaysian children at a 
Christian school. That gave 

him a different window on the 
Muslim-majority country.

By Carol Keochekian ’81

P

Cudahy 
distributes a 
printed newsletter 
about his activities 
abroad.
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Greetings and thank you for writing to me.
All of your questions raise extensive issues or fond 
memories of CLU and Thousand Oaks. Since we can-
not discuss at length over coffee or tea, let me address 
this reply mainly to your questions about my art. 
 You ask about “Middle Sphere.” In 2011, I was 
commissioned to make a site-specific work for St. 
John’s Church ( Johanneskirche) in Hanau. The pas-
tor, Margit Zahn, wished to have an art piece which 
reflected the time around Erntedankfest, which 
means “harvest festival of thanks” and is the German 
Thanksgiving. My solution focused on the idea of 
transition and how transitions are connected to the 
past and to what is to come. I decided to suspend a 
sculpture in midair.
 Built from all the parts of numerous old grape 
vines – roots, stems, branches – and washed in a chalk 
mixture, the sculpture dangled from the 10-meter 
ceiling of the church on a long wire. It was easy to 
sense both the weight and the weightlessness of this 
great pendant turning on its axis. Beneath the hang-
ing form was a circular bed of wheat flour that acted 
as drawing paper for the shadow lines that the form 
traced as it slowly turned. 
 My art projects often take the form of installation 
art and are therefore spatial approaches, allowing the 
viewer to enter the visual situation. It is important for 
me to seek a medium and technique to fit the concept 
at hand.
 Even before college, I was convinced of the 
importance of a broad foundation in both two- and 
three-dimensional art, and that was the way that 
undergraduate art studies were designed at CLU. I 
also valued the educational philosophy that made 
interdisciplinary liberal arts studies possible. Courses 
such as cultural anthropology have been useful to me 
in an international career in art, and they found an 
interested taker in me.
 Most of all, I wanted to study abroad for the sake 
of broadening my perspective. As it happened, CLU’s 
Charles Brown arrived in Helsinki, the capital of 
Finland, to present about the curriculum in 1988, the 
year that I took my matriculation exams. I added Thousand Oaks 
to my list of choices and pursued a correspondence until I felt 
ready to try out CLU, for two semesters to start with.
 By Christmas of the first semester, I had decided to stay. My 
late brother, Jukka, visited me during that first fall semester and 
chose to begin his studies as well the following fall!
 I was lucky and extremely thankful to have professor Jerry 
Slattum as my adviser and professor of art history. I had John 
Solem for drawing and printmaking, Larkin Higgins for 
sculpting, design and photography, and J. T. Ledbetter for art 

philosophy. Each had a passionate dedication for the 
arts and for sharing their knowledge.
 Some of my special memories include long talks 
with my piano professor, Dorothy Schechter, invitations 
for Scandinavian students by the Sons of Norway, tours 
of LA cultural venues, and moving off campus with my 
brother. Also, homes were opened with warmhearted 
invitations and connections made. On the other side, 
professor Slattum and the students traveling with him 
included a visit with my family in Finland on one of his 
famous European Culture Tours. 
 Toward the end of my undergraduate studies, I also 
met professor Joel Edwards, to whom I am grateful for 
his extensive knowledge in ceramics and high dedica-
tion as educator. Working as his assistant in ceramics 
paved the road for my master’s studies at Northern 
Arizona University in Flagstaff.
 Charles Brown first raised my curiosity about CLU 
by noting that students arrived from many nations, 
and in fact I made many good friends from multiple 
countries. The time was limited, but what was pos-
sible happened. I would be glad to get back in touch 
with those friends.  
 After earning the master’s degree in Arizona, I 
moved to work in Salzburg, Austria. Since 1994, I 
have lived and worked as an artist in Germany – first 
in Tubingen, where my husband, Marcel, whom I 
met in Arizona, was finishing his studies, and since 
2000 in Hanau near Frankfurt. Parallel to my work 
as an exhibiting artist, I have taught sculpting at the 
University of Tubingen and, currently, in the adult 
education department at the Staedel Academy of 
Frankfurt. 
 Since 2005, I have been working on one of my 
most extensive series, named BIOGRAMS, which are 
visual investigations into rhythms and how rhythms 
relate to people, to society and to one another. We all 
deal extremely fluently with an array of rhythms that 
are integral to every action in and around us, often 
without taking any notice of this skill. Yet, when 
it comes to visualizing rhythms, we cannot. We do 
not know how they look. This synesthetic problem 

intrigues me, and I approach it with various artistic solutions.
 My next work will be an outdoor sculpture. I received an 
invitation to participate in the annual sculpture festival Vogelfrei 
(“free as a bird”) in Darmstadt. If you are curious about this 
work – which concerns a particular situation in which human 
meets nature and what may result from the meeting – I will post 
images of it on my website in August. Please feel welcome to 
visit www.herzog-hellsten.de.     

With warm regards to everyone 
at CLU, past and present,

Merja
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y A Finnish artist and 
alumna who has 

spent most of her 
career in Germany 
checks in with CLU.

We all 
deal 

fluently 
with 

rhythms 
in and 
around 
us, but 
we do 

not know 
how they 

look.

By Merja Herzog-Hellsten ’91
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’67 Class Representatives
David and Janet (monson) 
andersen
davidandersen42@yahoo.com

patty (hurd ’69) perry, Yorktown, Va., 
and her husband, Floyd, celebrated his 
second retirement with a three-week 
trip to China. They are pictured inside 
Pit #1 of the Xian terra cotta soldiers.

’68
Class 
Representative
gerry price
doodlesdad@aol.com

’69 Class Representatives
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day 
jimjudy@suddenlink.net

shannon (Dunn ’01) mcmillan, (l) 
Newbury Park, Calif., roberta (hage 
’70) Wheat, Fairbanks, Alaska, Jim ’69 
and Judy (Wacker ’69) Day, Lake Havasu 
City, Ariz., sue (peterson ’68) and Dave 
’69 Festerling, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
Sherry (Davis) Lorentson, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., and beth (Windress ’69) 
Ditlefsen, Twin Falls, Idaho, visit the 
pyramids in Egypt.

 Class Representatives
 Linda (gulsrud) harris’64

 lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

 marty (ronning) schwalm
 mgudrunto@verizon.net

Carol (thompson) pyeatt, Grand Junction, 
Colo., retired from American Lutheran 
Church in January 2012 and is working on 
a book about her time as a missionary in 
Papua New Guinea.

 Class Representative
 ruth ann Johnson’65

 raj1036@att.net

karen (reitan ’65) and ed ’72 
anderson, Copperopolis, Calif., on a 
stopover in Costa Rica during a Panama 
Canal cruise last year.

Larry hockenberry, Oakdale, Calif., has 
been retired several years but continues to 

Say it with a  
picture!
Upload photos of your family vacations, alumni 
reunions, and adventures around the globe at 
www.callutheran.edu/alumni/. We’ll run them in 
the magazine or post them on the alumni website. 

And don’t forget to Follow the Flag! Request your 
CLU ALUMNI flag by email at alumni@callutheran.edu. 

teach an evening chemistry lab for the pre-
nursing program at the local junior college. 
He and his wife, Bridget, live with their 
daughter and her family plus a variety of 
animals and “one of every fruit tree.” 

 Class Representative
 Judy (Lavenberg) halweg’66

 judybugila@gmail.com

tyler Lee ’11, 
Woodland Hills, 
Calif., (l) and Jacob 
Clifford ’11, Simi 
Valley, Calif., at the 
Royal Holloway 
University 
of London 
where they 
are pursuing 

graduate 
degrees in Holocaust 

studies and medieval studies, 
respectively.

Senior hannah boelman (l) and junior 
kari slattum carry the label of “legacy” to 
the extreme. Not only are they second-
generation students, but also second-
generation roommates.
 Unlike their mothers tami (Ward ’83, 
m.s. ’87) boelman and June (Lovlang ’83, 
t.C. ’87) slattum, who first met while 
moving into their dorm room and have 
been friends ever since, Hannah and Kari 
met and became friends while working at 
summer camp.
 “We recognized each other from 
the Christmas cards we got every year,” 
Hannah said. After talking to their moms 
and making the connection, the girls began 
calling themselves “destined friends.”
 “It was destiny,” jokes Kari’s father, 
kevin slattum ’81, t.C. ’90. “We live near 
the school, all my brothers and sisters 
went there, my dad taught there, I’ve been 
around this school since I was a little kid.” 
 “CLU is kind of like a long lost relative,” 
Kari agrees, “somehow incorporated into 
every story.”
 So what is it about CLU?

 Tami and scott boelman ’81 answer at 
the same time, “We made lifelong friends 
at CLU.” 
 “Even though we don’t live near most 
of the friends we went to college with,” 
said June, “it seems all our closest friends 
are CLU grads.”  
 “I was introduced to CLU when I was 
in high school,” Tami said, connecting more 
dots, “at a summer beach camp (the same 
camp where Hannah and Kari met). Two 
of the counselors were students at CLU 
and told me how much they loved it there. 
Then, moving into the freshman dorm, 
that first afternoon, after our parents left, 
I knew that June and I would be great 
friends. We had so much fun together.”
 “I fell in love with the atmosphere when 
we moved my brother brad (boelman ’12) 
in,” says Hannah. “My parents were the 
first of eight people to attend and graduate 
from CLU.”
 Will there be more? 
 Hannah gets the last word…for now: 
“Kari and I both have little brothers!” 

Legacy family: 
Roommates of Destiny
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BIRTHS

emma Corinne Coltin on Nov. 24, 
2012, to Allison (Bowen ’06) and Brian 
’07 Coltin.

Dorian hagen on April 15, 2013, to 
Michelle (Brown ’05) and Erik ’04, 
MBA ’12, Hagen.

axel Warren Jorstad on Feb. 6, 2013, 
to Emma (Kolden ’09) and Josh Jorstad.

owen Zachary klein on Dec. 22, 2012, 
to Shannon and Brandon ’03 Klein.

tereza Lyn montgomery on April 
29, 2012, to Sandra and Christian ’00 
Montgomery. 

mark boulet neuhaus on Feb. 
14, 2013, to Anna and Andrew ’02 
Neuhaus.

M
IL

E
S

T
O

N
E

S

Jamie meyer ’05 and David Weaver on 
Aug. 12, 2012.

nessa nguyen ’12 and Pierce Lopez on 
Feb. 1, 2013.

Cathryn van ness ’09 and orson 
rheinfurth ’08 on Aug. 31, 2012.

gail (bowen ’82) rock and Gary McVay 
on March 2, 2013.

katie Windsor ’08 and Riley Brown on 
Oct. 26, 2012.

DEATHS

garo aghazarian, Class of 2015, on  
May 29, 2013.

David Childs ’65 on March 19, 2013.

barbara Collins, h’08, on April 30, 2013.

Christopher knorr ’13 on May 22, 2013.

randel Lynn Wolfe ’82 on April 14, 2013. 

Crosby sebastian veruca on Dec. 23, 
2012, to Andyi (Maruca ’01) Veruca and 
adopted on Feb. 8, 2013, by Kristy Veruca.

MARRIAGES

rachel breen ’10 and Jeremiah newell 
’10 on July 21, 2012.

Christina bunning ’91 and John Alderete 
on Feb. 19, 2013.

Caitlin Fernandez and Joseph rower ’08 
on July 28, 2012.

paulette (Deyoung ’76) golden and 
Doug Easton on Dec. 27, 2012.

meghan graves ’06 and micah schultz-
akerson ’06 on Sept. 16, 2012.

holly halweg ’04, m.ed. ’07, and 
Benjamin Batstone on Dec. 26, 2012.

katelyn kruse ’08 and Stephen McMahan 
on Aug. 31, 2012.

katie (Windsor ’08) and Riley 
Brown.

meggie (graves ’06) and micah (schultz-akerson ’06) akerson, Santa Monica, Calif., 
celebrate their September wedding with CLU alumni whose class years range from 
1973 to 2009, parents and friends.
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’70 Class Representative
paula morgan-martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com

Frank and Linda (Lewis) nausin, Tucson, 
Ariz., retired the end of May and returned 
to Tucson, where they lived before moving 
to California. Since 2002, Frank was senior 
pastor at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Thousand Oaks, where he had worshiped 
as a CLU student. He began his ministry 
at Bethany Lutheran in Arizona in 1973 
and moved to Ventura County 20 years 
later to become pastor at Mount Cross 
Lutheran in Camarillo. Linda was the office 

administrator for the Educational Leadership 
Department in the CLU Graduate School 
of Education since October. She began 
working at the University in 2002 as 
administrative assistant to the dean of 
the School of Education and then served 
as program coordinator for the doctoral 
program for several years.

 Class Representatives
 adele broas-trent
 vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

 mike riley

’71

 mikerileymodesto@gmail.com

 Class Representatives
 rebecca (overton) France
 rjfrance@fredricksonent.com

 alan virgil

’72

 av_sbrm@verizon.net

’73

’74 Class Representative 
Lea Lamp 
leainaz48@gmail.com

’75
Christine (hinds) elliott, m.s. ’78, 
Camarillo, Calif., teaches first grade 
at La Mariposa Elementary School. 

She and five colleagues received a 2013 
Impact II collaborative grant from the Amgen 
Foundation for their classroom-tested 
curriculum titled Emperors, Macaronis and 
Fairies, Oh My.

’76
Class Representatives
victoria (vasco) green
vg4jesus@gmail.com 

ken Wood
kwood1@dc.rr.com

’77
Class Representative
george Carganilla
gcarg1@hotmail.com

’78
Class 
Representatives
Jon backstrom
backstrom@yahoo.com

Dottie (roman) sterling
dottiesterling@yahoo.com

 Class Representative
 ginny green’80

 lhommeduphoto@aol.com

Jim kunau, Anaheim, Calif., was inducted 
into the Driller Football Hall of Fame during 
Bakersfield High’s Eighth Annual banquet 
and induction ceremony in May. Jim, who 
played football four years at CLU, was 
named Coach of the Decade, CIF Pac 5 
Coach of the Year and Orange County 
Register Coach of the Year while compiling 
a record of 182-51-3 as head football coach 
at Orange Lutheran High School from 1993 
to 2011. He currently is head football coach 
at Canyon High School in Anaheim.

sharon (o’bannon) potter, San Jose, Calif., 
is a homemaker and volunteers with the 
advanced drama program at her son’s high 
school. She and her husband and son spent 
Christmas vacation on a Rhine River Viking 
cruise through Germany and attended a 
Christmas-day mass in Strasburg, France.

’81 Class Representatives
becky hubbard
b22hubbard@yahoo.com

tori nordin
vlnordin@gmail.com

Jack Willard, t.C. ’86, Camarillo, Calif., 
was named head coach of the Adolfo 

Camarillo High School varsity football team 
in February. After spending nine seasons on 
the Newbury Park football coaching staff, 
Jack returned to ACHS last fall as defensive 
coordinator and helped lead the Scorpions 
to their fourth straight Pacific View League 
championship. A 1976 graduate of ACHS, 
Jack has previously been a head coach for 
his alma mater’s baseball and girls’ basketball 
teams and will continue to coach the softball 
team, which he has guided for the past 11 
years.

’82
Class Representatives
Dan and tami (mauriello) stoffel 
stoffel.dan@gmail.com 
tstoffel@ca.rr.com

ken ’81, mba ’92, and Cathy (Fulkerson 
’82) Waltrip, (l) Camarillo, Calif., and 
tami (mauriello ’82) and Dan ’82 
stoffel, Newhall, Calif., at the Nottoway 
Plantation in White Castle, La., during a 
tour of the South, which included New 
Orleans, Nashville and Memphis.

Curtis aguirre, Penticton, B.C., has been 
the pastor at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church since 2009. The church celebrated 
its 50th anniversary in May.

susi (Fornoff) bruno, Simi Valley, Calif., has 
a chiropractic practice in Simi. She and her 
husband, Phil, have three children.

John sutherland, Burien, Wash., recently 
published a novel titled Don Q. Public, a 
retelling of the Don Quixote story. The 
book is available on Amazon.com. John is 
a writer in the video game industry. His 
website is VidGameStory.com.

 Class  
 Representative
 tony White
’83

 ajwhite90@gmail.com

paul miller, Gig Harbor, Wash., joined Kitsap 
Bank in Port Orchard in January as senior 
vice president/risk management. 

’85  Class Representative
 Diann (Colburn) spencer
 galenaspencers@gmail.com

 Class Representative
 mario rodrigez’86

 mmrazr@verizon.net

Douglas nickles, mba, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., was named to the Thousand Oaks 
Planning Commission in March. Doug is a 
fire prevention coordinator for the City 
of Glendale Fire Department. He was an 
open space planner for the Conejo Open 
Space Conservation Agency for three years 
and has served on the Natural Resources 
and Environmental Sciences Department 
Advisory Council at Cal Poly San Louis 
Obispo for 13 years.

mary neal vieten, Lexington Park, Md., 
a commander in the U.S. Navy, began a 
10-month deployment to Africa in February. 
After 10 years of active duty, Mary 
transferred to the Navy Reserve in 2008. A 
board certified clinical psychologist, she then 
opened a private practice and co-founded 
the nonprofit organization MISSION:PTSD. 
CLU awarded her the Outstanding Alumni 
Award in 2011. (Page 29, CLU Magazine, 
Summer 2011).

 Class Representative
 Franc Camara’87

 franc_classrep@hotmail.com

kristin bergstrom, m.a., Carpinteria, Calif., 
became the senior minister at Church of the 
Foothills in Ventura last summer. She had 
served as a part-time licensed minister in 
the church for eight years and before that 
was a public school educator for more than 
30 years.

James greene, Schliengen, Germany, is 
senior project and program manager with 
D-Ploy GmbH in Kaiseraugst, Switzerland. 
He has led the IT Infrastructure programs 
for the global chemicals manufacturer since 
February. He also lectures on project risk 
management and information security at 
the International Institute of Management in 
Technology at the University of Fribourg.

’88 Class  
Representative 
Debbie (elliott) sellers 
debsell06@gmail.com
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molly (theis) peterson, Fairview, Texas, 
is president and director of the Collin 
County Humane Society, which manages the 
Rockwall Animal Adoption Center. Molly has 
a passion for helping animals and has been 
involved in fostering efforts since she was a 
student at CLU.

’04
Class Representative
holly (batstone) halweg
hollyhalweg@gmail.com

’05
Class Representatives
ryan Lisk
ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

mark nielsen
kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

Courtney parks 
parks.courtney@gmail.com

marcus green, Seattle, Wash., published 
his first novel, A Year Without April, last 
November. The book was nominated 
for a Washington State Book Award and 
an Amazon Breakthrough Award in the 
category of romance. Marcus is a columnist 
for The Aspiring Gentleman magazine and 
a freelance journalist. His writing has 
appeared in The Huff ington Post, Just a Guy 
Thing magazine and Real Change, a weekly 
newspaper published by the Real Change 
Homeless Empowerment Project in Seattle. 
For more information on his book, go to 
www.withoutapril.com.

tim penprase, Moorpark, Calif., is head 
baseball coach at Oaks Christian High School 
in Westlake Village. He has coached the team 
for seven years with his dad, Rick, serving as 
assistant coach. The Lions finished the 2013 
season ranked 15th in the state and No. 1 in 
the CIF-Southern Section Division 4 with an 
overall record of 22-3-1 and a league record 
of 8-0.

’06 Class Representative
amanda (Walker) schaub 
schaub.amanda@gmail.com

allison (bowen) Coltin, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., was hired as a reference librarian at the 
Thousand Oaks public library in February.

Jennifer Dobbie, t.C., Ventura, Calif., 
teaches history at Isbell Middle School in 
Santa Paula. She received a 2013 Impact 
II individual grant from Aero Energy for 
her classroom-tested curriculum titled If 
I Were in Charge – A Unit Covering the 
Complexities of Greek Civilization.

Jonathan navarro, Valencia, Calif., started 
JREY DEZIGN in 2011. The firm’s design 
consulting services range from logo 
development and custom apparel to market 
research and social media integration. 
Jonathan also works for the Los Angeles City 
Council as field deputy and special projects 
coordinator in the San Fernando Valley. He 
has been employed by the city since 2003.

Alumni Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Brian McCoy ’95

President 

Janice (Thompson ’74) Filer

Vice President, Development

Nicole Hackbarth ’03, M.S. ’05

Vice President, Alumni Involvement and Recognition

Connie Stewart ’98, TC ’99, MA ’03 

Vice President, University Relations 

John Larisey ’10

Treasurer, Regent Representative

Erin (Rivers ’97) Rulon MBA ’06 (At Large)

Secretary

Andre Andoyan ’14 

 ASCLU-G President 

Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner  

Jim Bessey ’66 (At Large) 

Arnold Blitstein ’02 (At Large) 

Ollie Boyd ’09, MBA ’11

Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock 

Derek Butler ’81 

Mike Calkins ’08 (At Large)

Amy Downing ’06

Gretchen (Grimes ’80) Gutierrez 

Cody Hartley ’92 (At Large)

Rafael Marino ’02, MBA ’10

John Moore ’74 

Brodie Munro ’91 (At Large) 

Courtney Parks ’05, MBA ’09 (At Large) 

Jean Sandlin ’84, MPA ’90, Ph D. ’12

 Faculty Representative

Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) Torkay

Russell White ’94

Office of Alumni & Parent Relations

Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

Senior Director

Stephanie Hessemer

Associate Director

Samantha Putnam

Assistant Director

Melanie Fishman

Administrative Assistant
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 Class Representative
 Julie Donaldson-prince’90

 jprince007@sbcglobal.net

’91 Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe
carelynne@me.com

kelly taylor-schaus, Merrill, Wis., was 
appointed interim senior pastor at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Medford in February. 
She has served congregations in Kansas 
and Wisconsin as an ELCA pastor for 14 
years. Kelly’s husband, maurice schaus ’93, 
is pastor at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
in Merrill.

 Class Representatives
 mark marius
 mariusteam@mac.com

 marguerite (olmedo) Wolfe

’92

 garme@pacbell.net

marika (richter) Zadva, Nouakchott, 
Mauritania, is the management officer at the 
U.S. Embassy Nouakchott. Marika served 
as a Peace Corps volunteer in Mauritania 
from 1993 to 1996 and returned to the 
country on her current assignment with the 
Department of State in 2011.

 Class 
 Representative
 anne Christenson
’93

 achristenson1@juno.com

  Class Representative
 Jeff aschbrenner’94

 jasche@amgen.com

 Class Representative
 brian mcCoy’95

 brianjmccoy@gmail.com

glenn hoxie, Hemet, Calif., was promoted 
to director of IT Operations at Nossaman 
LLP in March. He joined the Los Angeles 
firm in 2008 as technology project 
manager and became senior manager of IT 
Operations in 2012.

 Class Representatives 
 Desta (ronning) goehner
 destagoehner@gmail.com

 Chad mcCloskey

’96

 cpmccloskey@gmail.com

Jaynette (stark) odegaard, Pflugerville, 
Texas, was hired as an accounting/payroll 
technician for the City of Pflugerville last 

October. She and her husband, Michael, 
have two sons.

’97
Class Representative 
Dianne (habring) Frehlich 
dmhabring@yahoo.com

Frode Davanger, McLean, Va., is a senior 
operations officer with the World Bank. He 
recently completed a three-year assignment 
working on regional integration programs in 
South Africa.

veronica garcia-robles, Amstelveen, 
Netherlands, is a freelance writer and editor. 
Her article “In the Arms of God” was 
published in the “Give Us This Day” column 
of the March 2013 issue of Gather, the ELCA 
women’s magazine.

richard stewart, mba, El Dorado Hills, 
Calif., was appointed to the Planning 
Commission by the El Dorado County 
Board of Supervisors in January.

’98
Class 
Representative 
kari gravrock
kgravrock@aol.com

steve Lepire, m.a., Canoga Park, Calif., 
became the new high school principal of 
Chaminade College Preparatory School 
in West Hills on July 1. He had served as 
the principal of Redwood Middle School 
in Thousand Oaks since 2009. In January, 
he was selected Administrator of the Year 
for Ventura County by the Association of 
California School Administrators.

’99 monica beck, m.s., Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., an English teacher at 
Colina Middle School, received a 

2013 Impact II individual grant from Sage 
Publications for her classroom-tested 
curriculum titled Poetic License.

peter Daland, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
teaches social studies at Moorpark High 
School. He received a 2013 Impact II 
individual grant from Blois Construction for 
his classroom-tested curriculum titled Don’t 
Forget Our Past – Veteran History Project.

stacey Quiles, m.a., Moorpark, Calif., and 
a fellow teacher received a 2013 Impact 
II collaborative grant from the Amgen 
Foundation for their classroom-tested 
curriculum titled Project Possible. Stacey 
teaches second grade at La Mariposa 
Elementary School in Camarillo.

’00
Class Representatives
sommer (embree) barwick
sembree2002@yahoo.com

stephanie (howe) Johnson
psychkid2002@hotmail.com

irene (tyrrell) moyer
irene_moyer@hotmail.com

matthew mahler, Stamford, Conn., was 
appointed the American Council of Learned 
Societies New Faculty Fellow in the 
Department of Sociology at Yale University 
in July 2012. He earned his Ph.D. in 
sociology from the State University of New 
York at Stony Brook in 2011 and served a 
year as visiting assistant professor at the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

’01 Class Representatives
inga (magi) parvani
inga.k.parvani@gmail.com

angela (namba) rowley
ang.rowley02@gmail.com

kevin Daly, Ventura, Calif., is president of 
Mediation Resolution Services, a company 
he founded in 2009 to help people resolve 
disputes out of court. Kevin holds a juris 
doctorate from Southern California Institute 
of Law, and has taught family and labor and 
employment law at Santa Barbara Business 
College.

’03 Class 
Representatives
nicole hackbarth
nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

katie (bashaw) Johnson
katielinnae@yahoo.com

Charles Duarte, t.C. ’04, ’09, Northfield, 
Minn., was named an Apple Distinguished 
Educator. One of 75 people from North 
America selected to the 2013 class, he will 
attend a five-day institute this summer in 
Austin, Texas, and will have opportunities 
to attend future Apple programs around 
the world. As coordinator of technology 
education at District 192 in Farmington 
since 2012, Charles has helped launch digital 
content development in the classrooms with 
programs such as iBook, so teachers can 
create an interactive learning experience. 
For his ADE application, he made a video 
and answered essay questions about how 
technology has transformed the learning 
environment.

Alumni and former faculty members pictured with Jamie (meyer ’05) and David Weaver 
at their August wedding in Seattle are left to right (back row) Michael Steffen (multimedia 
faculty ’07-’09), emily Warmann ’04, m.p.p.a. ’08, Jeffrey Meyer (geology faculty ’93-’99 
and father of the bride), kevin andreen ’04; (front row) Jessica (kollmeyer ’03) steffen, 
sandy ballentine ’03, natalie roberts ’03, m.ed. ’08, Chrissy (merrell ’02) glazier and 
karin (thompson ’04) andreen.
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Joseph rower, Aurora, Colo., earned his 
Ph.D. in pharmaceutical sciences from the 
University of Colorado, Denver-Anschutz 
Medical Campus in March.

’09
Class Representative 
adam erickson 
aleerickson@yahoo.com

Cortney palm, Simi Valley, Calif., played 
Maria in the 2012 horror film Silent Night 
starring Jaime King and Malcolm McDowell. 
The film is now available on DVD. Sushi Girl, 
in which Cortney plays the title character, is 
also available on DVD.

’10
Class Representatives 
ben hogue 
benjamin.hogue@gmail.com

Casey kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com

reshai tate
rtate@callutheran.edu

rachel (breen) newell, West Linn, Ore., 
is a behavior interventionist with Play 
Connections Autism Services in Beaverton.

’11
Class Representatives 
kim hamon
khamon@callutheran.edu

Jesse knutson
knutson@callutheran.edu

kristen Luna 
kluna@callutheran.edu

kayla bailey, Moorpark, Calif., is a rehearsal 
assistant for the Los Robles Children’s Choir 
in Westlake Village. The former Miss Ventura 
County 2012 also teaches voice and is a 
member of the Aretè Vocal Ensemble at 
CLU. She is completing a Master of Music 
degree in the Graduate Vocal Arts program 
at California State University, Northridge, 
and is pursuing a professional singing career.

kelly Derouin, Tokyo, Japan, is the main 
performer in a lunch and dinner show at 
Tokyo Disneyland. To view photos and video, 
go to kellyderouin.com.

kayla kilpatrick, Pasadena, Calif., is tour 
sales and operations coordinator at the Rose 
Bowl Stadium for Legends Hospitality. She 
was a tour guide at Cowboys Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas, for a year before coming to 
the Rose Bowl in March.

theresa mcgee, m.s., Simi Valley, Calif., 
is a special education teacher. She and a 
colleague at James Foster School in Oxnard 
received a 2013 Impact II collaborative 
grant from the Amgen Foundation for their 
classroom-tested curriculum titled Outdoor 
Science Day Camp for Students with 
Moderate/Severe Disabilities.

’12
Class Representatives 
bree gibson 
gibson@callutheran.edu

sierra ronning 
scronning@gmail.com

ryan strand 
ryantownsend18@gmail.com

brittany alexander, Moorpark, Calif., joined 
Aquatic Bioassay and Consulting Laboratories 
in Ventura as a sorter in January.

brad boelman, Mission Viejo, Calif., is a 
Peace Corps volunteer assigned to Education 
and Village Development in Samoa. He 
teaches English literacy and singing at a 
rural primary school on the big island of 
Savai’i. You can follow Brad’s “continuing 
adventures” at boelmaninsamoa.blogspot.
com. 

nessa nguyen, Astoria, N.Y., has been an 
email marketing coordinator at Vendome 
Group in New York City since March. She 
previously was marketing coordinator for 
STC Associates.

’13
Class Representatives 
rebecca Cardone 
rebeccacardone@gmail.com

Lauren Chiappetti 
Ld.chiappetti@gmail.com

Jesse mcClain 
jessejmcclain@gmail.com

kristin price, ed.D., Santa Rosa Valley, Calif., 
was promoted from assistant director to 
associate director of student life at CLU on 
June 1. She came to CLU from Oregon State 
University seven years ago.  

 Class Representatives
 rosalyn (sayer) skelton
 princessrosalyn@gmail.com

 Wes sullivan

’07

 wsulliv@callutheran.edu

Chris kajtor, m.p.p.a. ’10, Canoga Park, 
Calif., was awarded a Fulbright scholarship 
to teach English at a university in Romania 
and to study how education impacts the 
development of males and what they need 
to succeed in society. Chris first became 
interested in the topic his senior year in high 
school when a course titled Becoming a 
Man taught him “new ways of looking at the 
world, of being, and the importance of giving 
back.” He chose to go to Romania for his 
Fulbright, which runs from this fall through 
next spring, because he speaks the language 
and wants to learn more about his roots. 
His mother is Romanian and his father, who 
is Hungarian, was born in Romania. Chris 
recently completed an assignment as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Ukraine. (“Becoming a 
brother in Ukraine,” Page 38, CLU Magazine, 
August 2012) 

katie rae newcomer, Simi Valley, Calif., 
graduated in May from The New School for 
Drama in New York City with a master’s 
degree in fine arts with an emphasis in acting. 
She plans to remain in the city to pursue her 
acting career.

’08
Class Representatives
katelyn kruse
kkruse@callutheran.edu

tiffany slattum
tslattu@callutheran.edu

J.r. Wise
wise8403@stthomas.edu

ryan tristan Jin, New York, N.Y., 
handles the American, London and Paris 
fashion designer markets for Elle magazine. 
He previously was an assistant fashion 
market editor at Seventeen magazine.

Jessica murphy, m.a., Camarillo, Calif., 
teaches third and fourth grades at Ventura 
Charter School. She received a 2013 Impact 
II individual grant from County Schools 
Federal Credit Union for her classroom-
tested curriculum titled The Price of Gold. 
She and two colleagues received a 2013 
Impact II collaborative grant from Procter 
& Gamble for their classroom-tested 
curriculum titled Chumash To-Go Boxes.

holly halweg ’04, m.ed. ’07, and Benjamin Batstone were married in Hawaii in 
December. Pictured left to right at their reception in Thousand Oaks are (back row) 
sandee (Fey ’87) ayers, John hoefs ’66, karsten Lundring ’65, Dave ayers ’72, 
James thompson ’68, Dan ham ’04, Jessica (placas ’07) hengst, ben hengst ’07, 
timothy hengst ’72, becky (badertcher ’04) anderson, matt anderson ’04; (middle 
row) kathie (Ditchey ’68) Ferkin, Garrett Halweg, Judi (Carlsen ’66) hoefs, kirsten 
(bodding ’64) Lundring, gwen (theodos ’68) thompson, Joyce parkel ’66, stephanie 
hengst ’08, Linda (Lawrence ’66) Frantz, Judy (Lavenberg ’66) halweg, Jeanne hengst 
’04, Disa (halweg ’91, mba ’73) gause, gina (halweg ’89) alexander, current student 
Devin Milligan, Lisa Wagner ’06, erik hagen ’04; (front row) molly stilliens ’05, Jessica 
helms ’04, gerald halweg ’66, Holly and Ben, kirstine odegard ’03, michelle (brown 
’05) hagen, Laura asenas ’04.

patrick Chamberlain ’07, Tucson, Ariz., accompanied his wife, Jessica Cox, on a mission 
to Ethiopia in April. While there, Jessica and Patrick worked with Handicap International, 
a Nobel Prize-winning NGO, on an inclusive education program for children with 
disabilities. Jessica’s efforts were filmed as part of the documentary RIGHTFOOTED. 
Jessica, who was born with no arms, is an international motivational speaker and the 
first person to fly an airplane without arms. Pictured left to right: Hilary Stewart, 
RIGHTFOOTED audio recording artist; Patrick; Jessica; Molly Feltner, a writer and award-
winning photographer; Nicholas Spark, director and producer of the documentary; and 
Bill Megalos, director of HD videography. (Photo courtesy of Hilary Stewart)

orson ’08 and Cat (van ness ’09) rheinfurth (c) are pictured at their August wedding 
with fellow CLU alumni Jared robles ’11 (l), katy bateman ’11, Joanna Lem ’09, nicole 
(hanley ’08) Dutcher, hanna (Dinsmore ’09) and tyler ’08 swanson, parker ’08 and 
margaret (nolan ’10) morales.
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From El Salvador, again
My love of basketball and a wish for my children helped  

me to learn about both of my countries. 
By Ivan Barahona ’00

V O C A T I O N S

Right before my team’s first contest in the Central American 
Games in March, they played the Salvadoran national anthem, 
and I didn’t know the words. I felt awful. You should know this, 
I told myself, as the head coach of the national basketball team. I 
was born in El Salvador and claimed to be from there. But was I 
really?
 When I was very small, during the civil war, my dad left for 
the United States. My mother followed after, and I stayed with my 
grandmother. 
 I remember Christmases and birthdays. Boxes would come 
with toys and clothes that my parents sent. I played a lot of soccer. 
When my grandmother, a teacher, would get her paycheck, we 
would go out to lunch or dinner with my aunts and uncle and 
enjoy family time.
 A few incidents from the war resonate in my mind. But it’s 
been so long, I really do not know if they occurred in my life or 
my nightmares. 
 I was 5 years old when my parents and other family members 
in the States sent for us in 1982. I remember hiding in the bushes 
and having to be quiet for a long time while the coyote was getting 
us over the border. Someone would come get us in the middle of 
the night, to go somewhere else. 
 I was reunited with my parents for the first time in three 
years, and it was a great feeling. I still remember it.
 In San Pedro, near Long Beach, I started playing basketball 
when I was 7 or 8 and fell in love with the game. 
 Later, my coach in AAU Boys Basketball introduced me to the 
coach at Pacific Hills High School, who became a mentor to me. 
The private school gave me financial aid and, eventually, my job. 
This April, we won our fourth California State Championship in 
my eight years as head coach. 
 I didn’t know I wanted to be a coach until my senior year at 
CLU, where I went to play basketball and to get away from home, 
but not too far away. At first I thought I’d go into sports medicine. 
But when I got close to a nasty injury at a softball game, a broken 
tibia and fibula, I almost passed out. 

 I’d always worked well with kids, so when Coach Rich Rider 
presented me with an opportunity to coach at Newbury Park 
High School, I jumped at the chance.
 All during my childhood in California, it seemed that my mom 
didn’t want me to know much about my other country. It was 
that traumatic for her – first watching her husband leave her, 
and then leaving me. Before going to El Salvador for basketball 
reasons, I had only returned once, at 15, to get my papers ready 
to become a U.S. citizen.
 Things changed when I had kids. My wife is also Salvadoran, 
and we wanted them to know their roots. 
 About five years ago, a buddy and I started a basketball camp 
down there, with the idea of coaching the national team. That’s 
when I fell in love with the country and started learning about its 
history and why the civil war happened. 
 But I was also an American. In El Salvador, I kept thinking 
about how lucky we Americans are not to have some of their 
problems, and the luxuries that we take for granted. One time 
they played “The Star-Spangled Banner” for me and another 
American coach, and it made me tear up. I saw the American flag 
touching the floor and asked them to put it up high. They just 
didn’t know that our flag cannot touch the ground.
 If you’re a coach, leading your national team is one of the 
biggest honors you can have. My family, my wife’s family and 
everyone in my hometown, San Vicente, were excited and proud 
about it. 
 After the first game in Costa Rica, I went back to the hotel 
and started learning the national anthem. At the last game, we 
ended a 25-year drought of medals for Salvadoran basketball. We 
did not lose the gold, as many people like to say of second place. 
We won the silver.  

Ivan Barahona is head basketball coach for Pacific Hills High School in 
West Hollywood and for the national team of El Salvador.

Email ideas and submissions for Vocations to kevinm@callutheran.edu.

Kingsmen Shakespeare Festival
Hamlet
Friday through Sunday at 8 p.m.
July 19-21, July 26-28 and Aug. 2-4
kingsmen park
Directed by Brett Elliott, who played the lead 
role in 2001, the production will be vastly en-
tertaining and challenging. Individual tickets are 
$20 and are only available at the door. Youth 
and children under 18 are free. Only lawn box 

reservations are available ahead of time.
kingsmenshakespeare.org 

Resonating Images II: 1950-Now
Through Sept. 6
William rolland gallery of Fine art
The exhibition features works by compelling artists including 
Fernando Botero, David Hockney, Pablo Picasso and Andy 
Warhol, on loan from private collectors and public institutions. 
The gallery, located in Rolland Stadium, is open to the public 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and by appointment. 
For information, call curator Jeff Phillips at 805-493-3697.

callutheran.edu/events

LINKS COMING UP
WANT DREAD WITH THAT?
Menus that give calorie counts do not curb appetites, but menus that 
show how far a person has to walk in order to burn off the calories 
do, demonstrated ashlei James ’10 and a co-researcher at Texas 
Christian University, where James earned a master’s in kinesiology 
last year. When informed, for example, that a quarter-pound double 
cheeseburger takes a woman walking briskly about two hours to 
work off, diners ate less. Presented at a conference in Boston, the 
findings were highlighted by at least two dozen news outlets including 
the BBC, CBS and the Los Angeles Times.  
April 23 health.usnews.com 

193,000 LIKES
ryan tristan Jin ’08, who works for 
Elle magazine as an assistant on the 
U.S. and London/Paris fashion beat, 
uploaded a photo from a front-row 
spot at New York City’s Fashion Week 
last September. Then it got shared by 

the sponsor’s Instagram account, Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week. And 
then, “and all of a sudden, my phone started buzzing uncontrollably,” 
he told The New York Times. The photo, of designer Badgley Mischka’s 
spring collection, became the single most-liked image from the event, 
according to a consulting firm’s social media impact study.   
March 13 www.nytimes.com

Words of wisdom from JARVIS STREETER
In this video the professor of religion, who was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in August 2011, 
discusses God’s love, the importance of facing death, 
his own lifelong search for truth and the possibility of 
an afterlife. On May 10 at Honors Day Convocation, 

the CLU Alumni Board recognized him as an honorary alumnus.   
www.youtube.com/user/CalLutheran

Multimedia additions and alumni 
news from around the Web

More reasons 
to visit campus
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PARENTS If this magazine is addressed to a 
daughter or son who has established a new address, 
please notify us at clumag@callutheran.edu or 805-
493-3151. Thank you!

60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787
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