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Cover Photograph by 
Grant Volk ’07
The 16th-century Basilica Menor in the 
plaza of San Francisco de Asis in Old 
Havana is today a concert venue. Volk 
snapped this image on a trip last year 
with faculty, staff and other alumni. In 
January, nine undergraduates went on 
CLU’s first-ever student travel seminar 
in Havana, Cuba.
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Like what you read here? Not so much? 
CLU Magazine welcomes letters to the editor.  

Send to clumag@callutheran.edu or the mailing address shown at 
left. Please include your name, phone number, city and state.

Star Trek reruns got Jim Bodie 
’98, M.S. ’06, excited about space 
exploration. The show gave him hope 
as a kid that the future would always 
be better. He identified with Spock, the 
half-human, half-Vulcan first officer on the 
starship Enterprise, though not for Spock’s 
relentlessly logical perspective so much as 
his creativity. 
 “Kirk and Spock would get into trouble, 
and then Spock would have to devise 
something, make a radio out of something,” 
remembers Bodie, a test and integration 
engineer and 13-year veteran of NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. This isn’t far from 
what Bodie – who holds CLU computer 
science degrees from ADEP and the School 
of Management – does today for space 
missions and other JPL projects, even using 
off-the-shelf electronics to build a system 
around the hardware he’s helping to test. 
 For the mission that put the Curiosity 
rover on Mars last August, Bodie and a 
small team of engineers were responsible 
for testing the terminal descent sensor, or 
TDS, the crucial radar system that guided 
the rover’s rapid descent to the red planet. 
As nearly as possible, they tested it in real 
conditions, strapping it onto a helicopter 
for lower altitudes, and later bolting it onto 
an F-18 fighter jet’s spare fuel tank, to fly it 
from 50,000 to 10,000 feet.   

 Charged with captur-
ing data from the 
sensor, Bodie also 
worked to keep 
people and equipment 
safe on the field tests 
in 2009 and 2011. His 
creativity came to bear 
in designing systems 
around the sensor, for 
example when he had 
to reverse-engineer an 
inexpensive Ethernet 
temperature monitor 
to make sure the TDS 
wouldn’t overheat.

     Aug. 5, 2012, was a 
moment of truth for 
hundreds of engineers 
working on the Mars 

mission. More than eight months after 
launching from Earth, the entry vehicle 
falling to Mars discarded its heat shield, 
exposing the TDS, which began relay-
ing data about speed and altitude. Radio 
waves take long minutes to travel back 
and forth between Mars and Earth, so a 
computer on board had to make decisions 
about when to deploy steps in the intri-
cate seven-minute landing process, which 
involved a parachute, retrorockets and a 
delicate crane maneuver.  

 By the time of Curiosity’s historic land-
ing, however, Bodie was on to new chal-
lenges. He’s always learning. Not only did 
he work to pay his way through commu-
nity college and the associate’s degree he 
earned in 1987 – for a time selling tropical 
fish and later servicing copy machines – but 
he also continued to pursue his formal edu-
cation after landing his first engineering job. 
With many college credits under his belt 
and strong encouragement from his wife, 
he responded to an ad from ADEP.
 Bodie says his nontraditional collegiate 
experience “gave me a lot of confidence to 
speak in front of groups. ADEP was small 
enough that the instructor had a chance to 
talk to everyone and help everyone out.” 
He stuck with CLU and earned his master’s 
degree while already a JPL engineer.
 “This is a dream place,” said Bodie of 
the Pasadena-based space sciences center. 
“I don’t know where you go from here. 
Hopefully, I’m able to get in different areas 
and different avenues of design work and 
electronics and computer science.”
 Bodie advises young people to diversify 
their expertise and be willing to accept 
something less than an ideal position, as 
long as they can find a strong organization: 
“If you get yourself in there and start 
learning the culture, who knows what will 
happen down the road.”  

Curious, from ‘Star Trek’ to Mars

callutheran.edu/connect

CLU Social Networks
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This is  
a dream 
place. 
I don’t 
know 
where 
you go 
from 
here.
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“Always dressed to the nines,” 
CLU’s long-serving first 
employee, Ethel Beyer, 
regularly donated clothing 
to help women go out for 
job interviews, according 
to former campus pastor 
Gerry Swanson.
 Both that generosity 
and the sense of style 
remained in evidence 
after Beyer’s death 
last November at 
the age of 104. 
She left her $1.4 

million estate toward 
a performing arts building on 

campus, and, well, just look at the shoulders 
on that black fur coat. 

 Since her visit to Beyer’s home to rescue clothing and 
accessories for the Theatre Arts Department, lecturer 
Valerie Miller has been getting to know Beyer, whom she 
never met in person, by way of the “Lady GaGa–esque” 
longhair coat and other wardrobe highlights.
 “She strikes me as a person who was very fashion-
forward, someone willing to take a lot of risks with her 
wardrobe,” said Miller, a theatrical costume specialist who 
also teaches courses on makeup. “Things that may have 
been a little avant-garde back in her day are very timely, 
very trendy right now.”
 Along with accessories and two fur coats, Miller 
retrieved two mink stoles that stare back at you, a pink 
Moroccan kaftan with gold metal buttons and loops 
from neck to hem, and an informal yukata, or variety of 
kimono, that she imagines Beyer used as a dressing gown. 

 Because Beyer’s “museum-
quality” items have historical 
value and sentimental worth for 
CLU, Miller won’t be using them 
in stage productions. She “might 
consider” loaning a piece or two 
out for a short time, perhaps to 
appear in a student film. Miller 
presides as a kind of lending 
librarian over a stock of more than 
1,000 complete costumes from 
different eras.
 “Students being as they 
are, and theater being as active 
and intense as it can be, a lot 
of clothing, especially vintage 
clothing, tends to break down. 
And it would just kill me if any of 

Ethel’s pieces were destroyed,” she said.
 Although Beyer cared about fashion and kept up with 
trends, she was not one to make big entrances, according 
to her friend Alan Scott, who was CLU’s registrar for many 
years. Her sense of style was about elegance and taking care 
of herself and of things, including eight hats that Miller 
brought back in their boxes. More often, the department 
receives “leftovers” as donations – to be sorted with 
existing bins of fabric, zippers, vintage suits and dresses.
 Clothes by no means make the woman, but Beyer’s 
attention to every article is one reminder of what she 
brought to CLU in 1957. She “wore out more shoes,” as 
she remarked, on errands between the ranch house and the 
chicken coops under renovation. The chicken coops were 
meant to be temporary, but many years afterward, with a 
few touches, Swanson said, Beyer could make them “look 
like executive offices of a Wall Street bank.”  

Chic
side of CLU’s ‘first lady’
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Mission of CLU
California Lutheran University is 
a diverse scholarly community 
dedicated to excellence in the 
liberal arts and professional 
studies. Rooted in the Lutheran 
tradition of Christian faith, the 
University encourages critical 
inquiry into matters of both faith 
and reason. The mission of the 
University is to educate leaders 
for a global society who are 
strong in character and judgment, 
confident in their identity and 
vocation, and committed to 
service and justice.

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

In Texas and the Midlands 
of England, two artists 
who paint women almost 
exclusively had to stop 
and consider what to do 
about “The Man Show.” The 
exhibit features 13 artists 
and runs through April 18 at 
the Kwan Fong Gallery.

nce they’d thought 
about it, Steven DaLuz 
and Pam Hawkes 
turned out to be 
pretty concerned 

about men. in fact, the 
two artists had very similar 

man-related worries, which they have 
now committed to a large charcoal drawing (his) 
and oil painting (hers) for the exhibit now showing 
at the Kwan Fong Gallery of art and Culture.
 of the dozen painters and one sculptor who 
have contributed works to “the man show,” 
which runs through april 18, DaLuz and hawkes 
probably are the artists least accustomed to male 
subjects. setting aside abstract works by DaLuz 
with no human figures at all, both of these accom-
plished artists nearly always paint women. that’s 
why the request from art professor michael 
pearce, curator at the Kwan Fong, to say some-
thing about 21st-century men through their art 
set both of them thinking.
 an air Force veteran who lives in san anto-
nio, DaLuz thought about the struggles of men 
today in their 20s to “find a sense of direction” 
amid poor job prospects and “conflicting mes-
sages” about masculinity: “you know, ‘Don’t be 
macho. Don’t be a wimp,’” said DaLuz. 
 similarly, hawkes, reached by telephone at 
home in birmingham, United Kingdom, observes 
“a generation of lost men” in her country. “Girls 
in school, at university, et cetera, are doing so 
much better, and there doesn’t seem to be the 
same sort of roles now, a defined role for men,” 
she said.  

Searching 
steven Daluz, 46 by 32 inches, charcoal on paper

The figure looks down and away from the viewer 
“so what you see is a tough exterior, yet his physical 
posture communicates a kind of vulnerability,” said 
DaLuz.

“The jeans he’s wearing and the tattoos speak to the 
time that we live in. I don’t think I know a man between 
the ages of 18 and 30 who doesn’t have a tattoo.”

“He’s introspective, considering his direction in life.”

“There’s nothing in the background to give you any 
contextual narrative. I did that intentionally.” 

“I just naturally tended to use female models more 
than men. I never gave it any conscious thought 
before being invited to this.”

You’re everywhere and nowhere, babe.
pam hawkes, 40 by 40 inches, oil on copper gilding on canvas

the gaze, though direct, gives little away. hawkes takes inspiration 
from old religious iconography: “people who were viewing that would 
put their own feelings into it, and their own wishes and hopes and 
fears.”

“he doesn’t belong to any century. you’re not quite sure whether 
he should be outdoors with the hunter’s hat and that’s his role, or 
indoors.”

“i feel he is trapped. there’s neither a time nor a place for him.”

“there’s flowers going through his clothes, going everywhere. i love 
using image and text. i left the text off the ribbon because i wanted one 
little bit that was quite plain.” 

“because i mainly just paint women, i really had to sit down and think 
exactly what i wanted to do with it.”

We don’t want a 
generic,  
secular CLU
As the first of two 
proud generations 
of CLU gradu-
ates and active 
supporters, I am 
troubled, dis-
turbed and uneasy about 
University Pastor Melissa Maxwell-
Doherty’s actions and remarks concerning “changes 
to the 24-hour meditation chapel located directly 
under Samuelson Chapel’s steeple” (“All the Ways of 
Stopping,” December 2012).

It is not desirable or acceptable for the cam-
pus pastor of Cal Lutheran University to promote 
“politically correct” ideas and actions such as recent 
additions to the equipment and furnishings of this 
important campus space.

The reason why my family has sent, graduated 
and supported two generations and perhaps a 
third generation in a few years is that our alma 
mater is a Christian institution with its roots and its 
important Christian message to our troubled world. 
If we wanted a generic, secular, nondenominational 
educational institution, there are a plethora to choose 
from. We did not wish or choose such a place. We 
wanted a Christian university filled with Christian 
professors and staff, with Christian evangelization, 
promotion and understanding!

How many Muslim educational institutions in 
the USA or anywhere in the world, for that matter, 
have a meditation chapel, “prayer room” filled with 
Bibles, hymnals, kneelers and other devotional aids for 
Christian students, let alone for those of the Jewish, 
Buddhist, Hindu or other world faiths? NONE!

Nor will there ever be such a place. It is totally 
anti-Muslim to provide such a place or concept! They 
have no intention of promoting non-Muslim theology.

With such actions taken by Pastor Maxwell-
Doherty and others on campus, I fear that Cal 
Lutheran will lose Christian values, principles, Christ-
centered goals and direction. For Cal Lutheran to pro-
vide and encourage the use of Qurans in English and 
Arabic along with prayer rugs is “over the top.”

The Rev. Lee B. Rozen ’66
Whittier, Calif.

6 CLU MAGAZINE

Letters



the task of preparing more than 20 singers and 
instrumentalists to stage CLU’s first full-length opera 
over four nights fell to a mother and daughter, both 
alumnae, who often work as a musical team. still, the 
duo had never produced a show together.
 elizabeth helms, m.a. ’05, who teaches voice on 
campus and earned a master’s degree from the Gradu-
ate school of education, and Jessica helms ’04, who has 
her CLU degree in music, work together, for example, 
on a community choir in Ventura which recently per-
formed at Carnegie hall in new york City. elizabeth is 
the choir director and daughter Jessica accompanies. 
 For henry purcell’s Dido and Aeneas, the mother-
and-daughter team for the first time shared duties 
equally, helping the director, heidi Valencia Vas, to 
identify student talent for the production in only 10 
rehearsals. elizabeth prepared musical scores for the 
tragic love story, while Jessica played harpsichord and 
led the string quartet.
 both worked to familiarize young performers with 
baroque opera. 
 “trying to get them comfortable in this different 
sound world was a large part of it,” said Jessica. “i 
wasn’t sure how they’d react to it…. they really dove 
into it, and i would hear them talking about it outside 
of rehearsal, and they would get with each other and 
practice alone. that was really gratifying.”   

Mother-daughter alumnae team makes ‘Dido’ sing

A gauze curtain and stage lights lend texture to Dido and Aeneas, 
which ran Feb. 28 through March 3 in Preus-Brandt Forum. 
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The Shemenskes have been generously 
supporting this mission for more than 
40 years. It is their hope that CLU 
alumni and friends will join them. 

“Education is the cornerstone 
upon which our future leaders 
will emerge. Knowing that the 
cost could prevent a student 
from achieving his or her 
potential is distressing to us.  
We have chosen to provide 
continuing support to CLU 
through our estate. This is the 
best legacy we could leave – 
to provide financial aid to 
future generations of leaders.”

Orville Dahl Society 
Office of Estate and Gift Planning  
California Lutheran University 
805-493-3166 

The Orville Dahl Society was established to honor those who provide for the University in their estate. It was named in recognition of 
CLU’s founding president, Orville Dahl, who gave life to what was then California Lutheran College. As envisioned by Dahl, a key element to 
the fulfillment of our mission is the continued growth of the University’s endowment. Don and Patty share that vision.

The Orville Dahl Society gives everyone the opportunity to carry on Dr. Dahl’s work. Membership in the society is open to all who have 
made some form of estate or deferred gift commitment of any amount to CLU.

If you believe that you qualify for membership or would like information on how to become a member of the Orville Dahl Society, call the 
Office of Estate and Gift Planning at 805-493-3166 or visit our website at www.clugift.org.

www.clugift.org

Don and Patty Shemenske
support the mission of CLU to educate leaders.

the Chemistry Department will receive a 
$500,000 grant for summer fellowships from the 
John stauffer Charitable trust, but only if alumni 
and friends match that amount within four years.
 so far, an anonymous donor has responded to 
the challenge grant with a $200,000 gift, and the 
trust has matched that amount. 
 the goal is for all qualified chemistry students 
to do research in the summer and present work at 
professional conferences throughout the year. at 
the full $1 million of funding, the John stauffer 
research Fellows program in the Chemical 
sciences will allow about 10 students each year to 
work for eight weeks under faculty supervision. 
right now, two or three students conduct summer 
chemistry projects through the swenson science 
summer research Fellowship program.   

$1 million flask looks 2/5 full
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Assistant professor of 
chemistry John Tannaci



Travel guru Rick Steves, the host of Travel With Rick Steves on 
National Public Radio and Rick Steves’ Europe on public television, 
spoke to KCLU Radio supporters and CLU Regents at a breakfast 
at Lundring Events Center on Feb. 23. He had addressed about 
1,200 people the previous evening at the Thousand Oaks Civic 
Arts Plaza. Both events were benefits for KCLU, and served as 
stops on the promotional tour for Steves’ latest book, Travel as a 
Political Act. 
 “I grew up thinking the world is a pyramid and the U.S. is at 
the top of that,” said Steves, as quoted by the Ventura County Star. 
“But I discovered that while everyone has dreams and goals and 
hopes, they’re not all the American dream. There is a lot of 
passion, a lot of backbone and a lot of dreams out there.”   
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The online University Bookstore is the place to buy  
your CLU stuff: sweatshirts, tees and polos,  

infant “onesies,” diploma frames, mugs, umbrellas,  
auto decals, Luther statuettes and more.

Show Your CLU Spirit

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/BOOKSTORE

Henri Mondschein, Ed.D. ’07, an information specialist in 
Pearson Library, grew up hearing stories about his parents’ har-
rowing experiences in concentration camps during World War II.
 Almost as miraculous as their survival was the fact that Mond-
schein’s mother, Rose, was able to preserve an autograph book 
in the Nazi German labor camp Landshut. She was 10 when the 
Germans came to her home in Sosnowiec, Poland, and shipped 
her family members to separate concentration camps. Young 
Rose was forced to work in a munitions factory. 
 The autograph book was a special treasure, since it contained 
sentiments written by her father. Her older sisters also wrote 
entries and drew colorful pictures for Rose, the youngest of six 
children. During the war years, Rose wore it on a string around 
her neck, hidden under her clothes. She was able to save it while 

in the labor camp with the help of other prisoners, who protect-
ed the book when she had to undress for group shower.
 After Rose passed away this December, Henri and his father, 
Jack, discovered more of her things dating back to the 1930s: 
a diary, papers, letters, passports and a heart-shaped memory 
book. The materials are written in Yiddish, Polish and German.
 “My dad believes there is still a diary kept by my mother dur-
ing the war. We still hope to find it,” Mondschein said.
 Now the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C., will accept and catalog the collection under 
Rose’s name, so that it will be available to future generations. 
When Mondschein wrote to scholars, historian Alan E. Steinweis, 
who directs a Holocaust studies center at the University of 
Vermont, encouraged him to donate them.   

Medical Mission to Tanzania
in January, senior ryan mcallister (r) traveled to 
tanzania with his father, a doctor, to distribute 
medical supplies at an emergency clinic run by Dr. 
aman Kisimba (l) in the village of Lundamatwe. abbas 
Daimon of project Kesho assisted. CLU’s chapter of 
the american medical student association is 
supporting the nonprofit’s work there. For more, 
visit projectkesho.org.   

Brad Bauer (l), chief 

archivist for the United 

States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum, 

meets with Jack and 

Henri Mondschein at 

Jack’s home in January.

Saving a piece of history
By Carol Keochekian ’81Expanding CLU’s reach north of Ventura County for the first time last spring, 

the Graduate school of education began offering a one-year master’s degree in edu-
cational leadership near santa maria. With 60 percent of the coursework done on 
weekends and the rest online, the program is tailored to the needs of fully employed 
professionals. the first cohort of seven students will graduate in may. 
 program director Victoria Kelly cultivates partnerships with school districts all 
along the Central Coast. Graduate students get additional field experience, and the 
schools benefit from the creative solutions they bring for everyday problems. 
 at the santa ynez Valley Charter school, Corie ross helps children in grades 
three to five with specific weaknesses in reading by asking them to mentor first-
graders who are learning the needed skills. ross downloads games developed by 
the Florida reading research institute, then prints them and laminates them so that 
students can use them again and again. she’s also written new guidelines on bullying 
for the school handbook.
 Farther north in santa maria, Jennifer perez works as the dean of activities at st. 
Joseph high school. For her CLU master’s project, she is preparing teachers there 
who have been given apple ipads to use them in the classroom. the Catholic high 
school plans to purchase ipads for its students as soon as the fall of 2014, and perez’s 
project will smooth the transition. 
 the master of arts in educational Leadership program trains students to serve 
as principals, directors and superintendents and in leadership positions in teaching, 
higher education and nonprofit administration. priority application deadlines are 
april 1 for the summer semester and July 1 for the fall.   

Up in Santa Maria, CLU trains leaders for schools

Program director Victoria Kelly
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Three longtime supporters and former employees of CLU 
passed away during the month of January. Olga Belgum, Norm 
Lueck and Ken Siegele worked diligently for decades to raise 
funds, establish a faculty chair and support the goals of Cal 
Lutheran.

olga Justine roe tande belgum, 
former executive secretary to the 
president of CLU, died Jan. 8 at 
the age of 93. After her husband 
Gerhard’s death in 1979, she was a 
driving force in the effort to bring the 
Gerhard and Olga J. Belgum Chair in 
Lutheran Confessional Theology to 
fruition. Established in 2000, CLU’s 
first endowed chair ensures that 
Lutheran scholarship and heritage will 
remain strong and relevant at CLU. 

The Belgum family also established the Christian John Belgum 
History Scholarship in 1981 in memory of Gerhard and Olga’s 
youngest son. Gerhard was an ordained minister who taught 
religion and directed the Center for Theological Study at CLU. 
The couple was married for 37 years. Olga was named an Hon-
orary Alumna in 2001. She is survived by a sister, four children, 
nine grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

norman noel Lueck, vice president for Development and 
Capital Programs from 1982 to 1987, died Jan. 10. He was 91. 
During his tenure at CLU, the University’s endowment grew 
substantially and several buildings were constructed. After he 
retired, Lueck became an enthusiastic volunteer. He served 
as president of the CLU Community Leaders Association and 
received the group’s William E. Hamm Outstanding Service 
Award. He was named Honorary Alumnus in 2000 and  

received the Christus Award in 2004. 
He was past president of Newbury 
Park Rotary and the Ventura County 
Economic Development Association 
and served on the boards of numer-
ous organizations. The Norm Lueck 
Award, created by Rotary, is given 
annually to recognize community 
involvement. He is survived by his 
wife of 66 years, Barbara, two sisters, 
four children, nine grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. A memo-

rial scholarship has been established in his name at CLU.

the rev. orville Kenneth siegele, 
former acting vice president for 
Development, died Jan. 28 at the age 
of 80. He came to CLU in 1975 as an 
administrative officer in the Develop-
ment Office, and during the next 20 
years, served as executive director of 
the California Lutheran Educational 
Foundation and director of Planned 
Giving as well as acting vice president. 
Many of the buildings on campus are 
the result of his dedicated work. The 

Association of Fundraising Professionals recognized his achieve-
ments by naming him Fundraiser of the Year in 1991. Siegele 
and his wife, Margaret, funded the Siegele Family Endowed 
Scholarship at CLU in 1987 for high-achieving Lutheran stu-
dents. He is survived by his wife of 57 years, two brothers, a 
sister, four children and nine grandchildren. Margaret, M.S. ’91, 
son Paul ’80, daughter Sharon Amundson ’91 and granddaugh-
ter Lauren Amundson ’10 are CLU alumni.   

IN MEMORIAM

Faculty and staff went to Havana, 
Cuba, in July to pave the way for a 
first-ever CLU student travel semi-
nar to the island nation this January 
(see Page 18). One of the first stops 
was a neighborhood clinic run by Dr. 
Barbara Romero (in white coat). 
 Romero has provided primary 
care for generations of patients in 
the Havana neighborhood of Mari-
anao. Both of the trips to Cuba 
were organized by the CLU Study 
Abroad Center in partnership with 
the Center for Global Education at 
Augsburg College.   

artist-in-residence
Every weekday this February, Ignat Ignatov, 
a Bulgarian-born painter and naturalized 
U.S. citizen, made yet another portrait of 
someone in the CLU community, working 
alongside students and fellow professionals as 
artist-in-residence at the Kwan Fong Gallery 
of Art and Culture. The rapid pace had to do 
with Ignatov’s method, known as alla prima 
painting. He finishes most or all of the work 
while the canvas is still wet. 
 One of Ignatov’s first portrait subjects in 
the gallery was Rich Brimer ’07, who became 
a professional painter after graduating with 
an art degree.   

new and approved: school of management dean, aDep director, Graduate school of psychology
Gerhard Apfelthaler collects cautionary tales of international business ‘sins’

The School of Management’s 
first new dean in 22 years is an 
Austrian-born expert on inter-
national business who joined the 
faculty in 2009. In June, Gerhard 
Apfelthaler will replace the 
long-serving Charles Maxey, who 
shepherded the school through 
a period of tremendous growth. 
Maxey will continue as a full-time 
faculty member. 
 The dean oversees three un-
dergraduate majors and graduate 
programs ranging from a master’s 
in computer science to MBAs, 

serving about 600 undergraduates and 750 graduate students 
on the main campus, online and in Woodland Hills, Oxnard and 
Graz, Austria.
 Apfelthaler designed the MBA program in Austria and has 
been a key player in the growth of a full-time international MBA 
that now has more than 200 students from China, Taiwan, India, 
Saudi Arabia and European countries. He also helped develop 
new MBA emphasis tracks in sustainable business and arts 
management.
 Everywhere he looks around the globe, Apfelthaler – a multi-
lingual scholar who has successfully started companies in Austria 
and the United States – sees not only opportunity, but also a trail 
of failures. He collects examples of cross-cultural business mis-
takes and categorizes them, a little facetiously, under labels such 
as Gluttony and Sloth for a forthcoming book on The Deadly Sins 
of International Business. 

 Going forward, the School of Management will need to be 
“quite dynamic” to respond to competition and other challenges 
such as massive open online courses (MOOCs). Apfelthaler 
will be seeking creative ways to bring new experiential learning 
opportunities, including study abroad, to part-time domestic 
graduate students who have jobs and families. This spring, for 
example, an American MBA student took a compressed business 
course in Austria.
 Apfelthaler also hopes to continue the process of whittling the 
core MBA curriculum down to its essentials, while putting fresh 
emphasis on areas such as environmental sustainability.
 “We’d like to make that core more compact and also make it 
more appropriate to what the market demands these days,” he 
said, “and sustainable business is most likely going to be one of the 
areas that will become part of the core for students.”

• The interim director of ADEP, Lisa Buono, 
has been named to oversee CLU’s adult degree 
and continuing education programs on a per-
manent basis. Buono is an eight-year veteran of 
the Counseling and Guidance Program in the 
Graduate School of Education. 

• The Board of Regents in February approved 
the creation of a Graduate School of Psychology, giving an 
administrative home to three fast-growing master’s and  
doctoral programs and to two community counseling clinics  
that serve more than 400 clients each week in Oxnard and 
Thousand Oaks.    



In coming to CLU, Jazmyne Porter, a star 
on the winning women’s basketball team, 
was following in the footsteps of her mother, 
Roslyn (Boatwright ’88) Porter, and aunt, 
Maria Boatwright ’99. Can more family 
members be far behind? 

By Tracy Maple

After missing her junior year of basketball because of a torn knee 
ligament, Roslyn (Boatwright ’88) Porter not only returned to pick 
up her third varsity letter but also became part of a Regals softball 
team that advanced to the NAIA Championships in Oklahoma 
under head coach Wendy Olsen. Classmates convinced her to 
dust off her softball glove and cleats for her senior year.

 For all of the impact she had on “Running Regals” sports, how-
ever, Porter had no idea that would be just the beginning of a spe-
cial relationship between her family and CLU. Roslyn’s sister Maria 
Boatwright ’99 graduated in sociology, and her daughter Jazmyne 
Porter is now pursuing both basketball and her aunt’s major as a 
Regal. A senior guard, Jazmyne scored 18 points in the game this 
February that lifted the team to a second-straight conference title 
and an automatic NCAA playoff berth. 
 With a 10-year age gap between Roslyn and her sister Maria, 
it was a treat for the younger Boatwright to spend a weekend or 
part of a break with her sister in the dorms on campus. In turn, 
Maria carried on the tradition when she would bring her 7-year-
old niece, Jazmyne, to the school for overnight stays. 
 Meanwhile, college education was leading to success off 
the court. Roslyn, a biology major, went on to earn a nursing 
degree elsewhere and currently works for SCAN Health Plan. 

As a student, Maria was involved with 
organizations that sparked her interest in 
teaching. She now teaches first grade in 
Compton.
 “One of the groups I was active in 
was the multicultural and international 
programs, guided by Lucia Haro,” Maria 
said. “The Students Talk About Racism 
program allowed me the opportunity 
for eight weeks of hands-on training in a 
school setting.”
 Although Jazmyne had been on cam-
pus as a kid, she decided to stay close to 
home after high school, attending CSU 
Long Beach and playing basketball. After her second year, she 
wanted to transfer and decided to take a look where her mom 
went and played. 
 Just as her mother had done when Norm Chung was the 
women’s basketball coach, Jazmyne took it upon herself to con-
tact current head coach Roy Dow to schedule a visit and take a 
tour. 
 “I really enjoyed being on campus, and when I saw the dorm 
rooms, I was sold,” Jazmyne said. 
 However, Jazmyne never mentioned to her parents that she 
had applied or had visited CLU. So when she shared the news 

Being a Regal Runs in Porter Family
that she had been admitted, Roslyn was 
ecstatic.
 “I had to control my emotions 
because I did not want to influence her 
decision,” said Roslyn. 
 Now, Jazmyne, a sociology major 
like her aunt Maria, is finishing up her 
tenure on the Regals squad as number 
11, the same number that her mother 
wore through most of her playing career. 
Jazmyne unknowingly picked the number 
when she was on a travel team as a child, 
simply because she had just turned 11 at 
the time. “I found out that was the same 

jersey my mom wore so I kept wearing it,” she said.
 The Porters’ CLU story may not end with Jazmyne. Younger 
sister Janelle, who played in a travel basketball tournament in 
2006 in the old gym, is a senior at Long Beach Wilson High 
School and has submitted an application to Cal Lutheran. 
 Having made the commute from Long Beach to Thousand 
Oaks too many times to remember, Roslyn said she would not 
mind continuing that tradition over the next four years. 
 “Without traffic, the travel time is an hour and 10 minutes,” 
Roslyn said. “And we have definitely done it enough times to see 
this whole area transform.”   
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Roslyn Porter (r) began a lasting CLU tradition, on and off the basketball court, that continues with her daughter Jazmyne.

I had to control my 
emotions because 

I did not want 
to influence her 

decision.
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the Cal Lutheran women’s basketball team advanced to the 
nCaa tournament in march, ultimately falling to the Whitman 
College missionaries in a first-round contest on neutral terri-
tory in portland, ore.
 in the final regular season game in February, regals basketball 
became the fourth CLU team in 2012-2013 to earn a southern 
California intercollegiate athletic Conference title, following 
football, women’s soccer and volleyball. the team went on to 
win the sCiaC post season tournament, earning an automatic 
berth to the nCaa Division iii playoffs.
 starla Wright became the 10th player in regals history to 
exceed 1,000 career points. she produced 10 double-doubles, 
leading CLU to its eighth championship as well as back-to-back 
sCiaC post season tournament titles and trips to the nCaas. 
 the senior class of Wright, taylor autry, Channing 
Fleischmann, rachel heagy, alex nelson, Jazmyne porter and 
erica Whitley accumulated a 74-32 record and tied a single-
season regals record with 23 wins this year.
 For the latest athletics news, visit www.clusports.
com or follow CLU Sports on Facebook.   

Regals hoops advances 
to NCAA tourney

Starla Wright
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8 named All-Americans
Eight individual Kingsmen and Regals were named to All-America 
teams for their sports this year. Junior Melissa Skiba is the first All-
American in Cal Lutheran women’s cross-country history. After 
putting his name atop seven categories in the CLU record books 
and being named the SCIAC Offensive Player of the Year, wide 
receiver Eric Rogers became the sixth First Team selection for 
Kingsmen football. 
 In volleyball, 2012 SCIAC Athlete of the Year Kylie McLogan 
and Shannon Pearson were selected to the First and Third teams, 
respectively. On the soccer field, sophomore Taylor Will was 
named the SCIAC Athlete of the Year and went on to earn 
Second Team accolades. A trio of water polo seniors, Carter 
Baldwin, Danny Mock and Dejan Novakovic, concluded the  
season and their careers on a high note, all being named to  
the Second Team.    

Essence Barton needed to slow down. Her father had 
entered her in a 10-and-older mountain bike race at age 8 (she 
won), and she qualified for a world championship at 15, two years 
before she was eligible to compete. Soon after posting the world-
class time, she received an invitation to train for the U.S. Olympic 
team. She kept it hidden, going instead that summer to a Christian 
camp at Hume Lake.

     “I wanted to be a kid,” said the CLU junior 
in exercise science, who is 21 this March. “I 
wanted to enjoy things, because I was always 
gone on the weekends. I was always racing.”
 Rather than going to the Olympics, Barton 
has made her name as a mountain bike racer 
at world championships and USA Cycling 
events. Among many accomplishments, she 
has won three consecutive national collegiate 
titles in the dual slalom, and will go for a 
fourth later this year. 
 “I can’t even explain the stress of this 
last race,” she said in November. “The third 
time, you’re like, ‘Oh my gosh, I have to win it 
again.’ I don’t even want to think about next 
year.”
 So how is Barton supposed to slow down 
now, with studying to do and the 2013 moun-
tain bike season just getting started? 
 She says it’s a good thing she has dance.
 Barton earns money for college not as a 
competitive racer, but as a choreographer, 
using skills that she developed at Thousand 
Oaks High School and Bobbie’s School of 
Performing Arts. Now she counts the high 
school’s arts program as one of her clients, in 
addition to students who are making applica-
tions to colleges. She also helped her friend 
Jacob Garcia, a senior, to found Dancers 
Alliance for Navigating Cultural Exploration 
(DANCE) as a student club at CLU.
 There are a lot of parallels between her 
racing and her dancing. For one thing, Barton 
is determined not to specialize within either 
pursuit, but continually to add skills to her 
repertoires. 
 In mountain biking, she started with the 
cross-country and short track events that 
emphasize endurance and speed, and moved 
on around age 12 to the challenging downhill, 
four-cross (4X) and dual slalom, in which 
side-by-side competitors negotiate nearly 
identical downslope tracks. In dancing, she 
has spent less time training, but loves ballet, 

hip-hop, lyrical and contemporary styles.
 “Here’s the crazy warrior side of me that just wants to win, 
and then here’s the other side that just wants to express and 
show beauty and create…,” she said. “The only thing I’m not very 
proficient at is tap.” 
 Barton’s next major biking event is the Sea Otter Classic in 
Monterey, Calif., April 18-21.   

Not the last dance By Kevin Matthews

Essence 
Barton, a 
mountain 
bike racer, 
is beginning 
to feel the 
pressure 
of three 
consecutive 
collegiate 
national 
championships 
in the dual 
slalom. 
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Teams off to fast start
As spring sports got under way, the then No. 11–ranked men’s 
tennis program placed third at the Division III national indoor 
team championship Feb. 22-24. Senior Nicholas Ballou, last year’s 
NCAA individual runner-up, upset the Nos. 1, 4 and 5 players in 
the nation. The Kingsmen climbed to No. 6 in the Feb. 28 poll.
 Another early spring upset came on the baseball diamond as 
Cal Lutheran defeated No. 5 Whitworth in the season opener. 
The Kingsmen have a solid core of veteran players on their roster 
with a mix of talented transfers and freshmen.
 Kingsmen golf won The Master’s College Spring Invitational as 
a team with junior Mikey McGinn claiming the individual title.   

Transfer student 
Melissa Skiba suited 
up for the Regals 
in the fall and soon 
became the first 
cross-country All-
American in school 
history. She finished 
11th of 263 competi-
tors at nationals in 
Terre Haute, Ind., to 
earn the accolade.

Junior transfer 
Jake Petersen has 
made an impact 
not only in the 
pitching rotation 
but also in the 
outfield and the 
batting lineup.
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At SCIAC Swimming and Diving Championships in 
February, sophomore Aaron Waters was part of 
two school record relays and set a new 100-meter 
backstroke mark of 53.99 seconds for the Kingsmen.
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Q&A

How has cuba changed since your first trip there?
I went to study Spanish at the University of Havana in 2003. 
Cuba wasn’t as open then, so there weren’t nearly as many tour-
ists. The whole country was geared toward just survival. For 
example, there were very few new cars. Now, you see brand new 
Kias, brand new Fiats. A couple of rides from the Hotel Nacional 
were in Mercedes Benz taxicabs. 

I always picture those 1950s American cars.
They’re still there. The average population still drives those cars 
around, and some of them are taxicabs. So if you feel like riding 
around in a 1957 Chevy convertible, you can. 

What else has changed?
Right now they have paladares, which people are allowed to open 
up in their houses, and those are very good places to eat. 
 Regular people have a little more access to the Internet now, 
but it’s costly for them. I understand that they just decided to 
link up to a fiber-optic cable that runs underwater, so if we were 
going there now, our emails would be a lot faster.

What do Cubans today say they want most?
What they talk about is travel access. The very next day after 
we left, they opened it up so that people can now travel with 
just a passport and an exit visa. And people were lined up to do 
this. The people who still have trouble getting visas to leave 
the country would be doctors and scientists, because those are 
valuable people and they don’t want to risk them not coming 
back. And they do not want to give some dissidents travel access, 
because they know they’ll go outside the country and complain 
about the Cuban system.

Did students learn more about that firsthand? I 
imagine that the government wants you to hear 
from people who support the system.
One of the interesting things we did when we were there was 
talk to a Cuban assemblyperson. The United States has five Cu-
bans in prison here for spying and sabotage and so on. What they 
were here for, of course, was to spy on anti-Cuba Americans. 
They’re in jail here and Cuba wants them released.
 On the other hand, Cuba has an American in prison, who 

 

they claim was there for reasons that were anti-Cuba. So this is 
almost a stalemate. In the morning, we were getting the story 
from the Cuban assemblyperson, who told us what you would 
expect, and in the afternoon, we visited the United States Inter-
ests Section, and we got the story there that you would expect. 

Do the Cuban people want capitalism and  
private property?
They may want it if they feel that it might give them more free-
dom and economic stability. But when they look deeper into it, 
they may be satisfied with what they have, which is free health-
care, free education, and a daily stipend for food and for housing. 
In a capitalist system, those things would fall by the wayside, at 
least to a certain extent. 
 They might prefer a socialist system, but they do not want a 
communist system. If you live there, you know it’s a communist 
country because there still is censorship. The newspapers still 
carry the party line. Cuban television is still censored.

Continued on Page 20
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Before classes resumed in January, 
professor of political science Gregory 

Freeland led nine students on CLU,s 
first-ever student travel seminar 
to Cuba. He and a group of alumni, 

staff and faculty had visited in July. 
Although the 51-year-old embargo 

against the island nation remains in 
effect, the United States is allowing 

more educational trips, and CLU is one 
of a small group of universities to go.
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A fresh approach to 
the problem of intimate 

partner violence, 
pioneered at CLU’s 

community counseling 
clinics in Oxnard and 

Thousand Oaks, is helping 
survivors to navigate 

their relationships and 
leave the fear behind.

Coming back to life

Names of survivors of violence and abusive relationships have been 
changed to protect their privacy

By Kevin Matthews

Well-educated, ambitious, religious. Kimiko’s wish list 
spelled out what she wanted in a man, and the one she married matched 
every particular. She was in love, at least before the fear took over. Before 
he chased her around with frying pans and destroyed her things. Before, 
when she was pregnant, he picked her up and threw her.
 “You have to be very careful when you write a list of what you want,” 
she said, “because God will put those people in front of you.”
 Kimiko left and divorced her husband while their children were young, 
but her next relationship also turned violent. The new boyfriend, an ex-
Marine who drank even more than her former husband, nearly strangled 
her to death in her children’s bathroom.  

Continued from Page 19

With John Kerry and Chuck Hagel in the second 
Obama administration, do you think there’s an 
opening for better U.S.-Cuba relations?
Yes, I do. They both have been anti-embargo. They feel the em-
bargo’s a waste of time. They feel it’s useless. They say, “We have 
these great relationships with China and Vietnam, both commu-
nist countries. What’s the problem with Cuba?”
 There are still some old cold warriors who probably will not 
thaw until both Castro brothers are dead and gone. They will 
never forget that [Fidel] Castro was successful in the Bay of Pigs 
and wanted to put up missiles for the Soviet Union down there. I 
don’t think they’ll ever forgive him for that. 

What’s your favorite thing about the country?
The music is fabulous. Very soothing, very rhythmic, there’s lots 
of drumming. And it feels like it gives the people a good sense 
of being. You know, things are tough, things are rough, but that 
music keeps them in a good mood. Everywhere you go, people 
are playing the guitar, they’re singing. 
 This time, I went to a baseball game. Baseball is the same, but 
there’s lots of drumming going on at the game. We went to the 
national ballet. They did a great job with The Nutcraker. It was a 
very multiracial cast up there. In fact, the principal dancer was a 
black man, which I’ve never seen in that production. 

What stood out about student responses to  
the trip?
Their excitement. After the very first day, they really got into it. 
The only serious complaint I heard was at the end. One student 
said, “I don’t want to see any more pictures of Che Guevara.” 
You do not see any photos of Castro, but Che’s all over the place. 
 For me, if I could pick out one negative thing about it, it 
would be that the food’s not spicy enough. They don’t have 
pepper on the table. You have to ask them for hot sauce to put on 
the food. I don’t go for that too much.   
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around 75 percent. Few programs measure outcomes over as 
long a period, but these are high numbers in a field that’s full of 
setbacks and disappointment.
 According to the Centers for Disease Control, roughly one 
in four women and nearly one in seven men in the United States 
have experienced severe physical violence by an intimate partner. 
 “I think it’s a dirty secret in our society that people often-
times don’t want to acknowledge, and the scary part is it happens 
on every socioeconomic level,” said associate professor Mindy 
Puopolo, who directs doctoral studies in clinical psychology 
along with the IPV program.

When Puopolo launched the program three 
years ago along with Morris N. Eagle, a clinical supervisor 
and distinguished educator at CLU, neither of these seasoned 
therapists had much experience with IPV intervention. Similarly, 
several graduate students and recent graduates who serve as 
therapists in the program said they really learned about this issue 
on the job, not from life experiences.
 “It was really unusual, I think. None of us had a personal 
history or a personal stake in it from our families,” said Daniel 
Knauss ’08, a doctoral student who is writing a dissertation about 
types of IPV victims. “I think it has, on the one hand, freed us 
up to think a little bit more creatively and openly, outside of the 
box.”
 After reviewing the literature on IPV interventions, the CLU 
students and clinical supervisors decided to dispense with the 
standard treatment regimen, known as the Duluth model, that 
has been employed in clinical settings since the 1980s. In keep-
ing with that model, most programs require clients to leave their 
abusive partners as a condition of starting treatment, and then 
focus attention on imparting life skills – everything from relax-
ation techniques to how to balance a checkbook – that are seen 
as the keys to independence. 
 “You have to deal with the relationship,” said Puopolo, who 
has seen IPV clients as a volunteer at the Ventura County district 
attorney’s restraining order clinic. “The old model is, no, you 
just put the batterers in jail and work with the victims, but that’s 
not successful. It doesn’t work, and we know that it doesn’t 
work.”
 Broadly speaking, the clinicians in the CLU program ob-
ject to the volume of directives that victims receive from 
all sorts of authorities. Prosecutors may want victims to 
face their abusers at trial, courts may order treatment, 
and counseling programs, police and child protec-
tive services each add their demands. 
 Ironically, services intended to empower vic-
tims end up narrowing their options, or forcing 
choices that are far harder than they sound.
 “So you have women who have these kids with 

no money, no support, no home, usually no car, no possessions 
of any kind, going to a shelter that may or may not be available. 
And so leaving is not always the best option,” Puopolo said. 

When victims of physical abuse do leave their 
partners, they frequently return. Or find someone else just as 
dangerous, if not worse. Very much like people who abuse 
substances, people who work themselves up to leaving their 
partners may experience symptoms of withdrawal afterward. 
In fact, one of the risks associated with leaving is the onset of a 
substance abuse problem.
 These aren’t just facts to be faced; a lot depends on attitudes 
toward them. A private marriage counselor told Annie and her 
husband that the latter’s only fault was “loving her too much.” 
Contradicting himself as he urged her to stay put, he also said 
that if she left her husband, she probably would end up in a 
worse relationship. 
 More and more frequently during her seven years of mar-
riage, Annie would unwillingly flip on a “switch” in her 
husband, for example by standing up to him. It rested on OFF 
as long as he felt in control of his wife, so keeping him content 
became her primary concern. She ate mostly meat and dressed 
formally because those were things he preferred, and she hid 
or ended personal relationships that he didn’t approve of. She 
realized only after leaving him how little attention she’d paid to 
their children and to herself. 
 Annie made it to therapy at CLU a few years after her di-
vorce. In the meantime, she lost custody of her children, and a 
roommate had to break down her bedroom door and call police 
to save her from her next boyfriend. 
 “If it wasn’t for going through the therapy sessions, I probably 
would have still somehow ended up back with him or going back 
and forth with him,” Annie said. 

 Annie arrived at the Thousand Oaks community clinic with 
a question in mind: what is it I do that makes men violent? Low 
self-esteem played a part in her thinking, evidently. But after you 
remove the self-blame from that question, there is something 
left worth asking. Nearly all of the IPV victims seen at the CLU 
clinics ask themselves some version of it. They say, How does 
this keep happening? Why do I always end up here? 

The CLU program is different because it goes 
there. It works with the victims precisely to answer these 
indelicate questions, winning it some critics who believe that this 
amounts to blaming victims for the violence. 
 Not only will the clinicians, in many cases, talk through IPV 
victims’ life experiences, in an effort to understand what’s been 
driving the choices of partners, but they even walk through 
memories of violent episodes to figure out what triggers them. 
In fact, this sort of procedure, aimed at improving the clients’ 
“reflective functioning,” is at the core of the method being de-
veloped at the clinics.
 “Don’t forget, they’re not all going to leave. Some of them are 
going to stay in the relationship,” said Eagle. “If they’re going to 
stay in the relationship, it becomes particularly important to rec-
ognize: what are their partner’s trigger points and what do they 
do to push those buttons?”
 According to Eagle, an expert in attachment theory, one of 
the most common scenarios in violent relationships is the pairing 
of (usually) a man who has a deep, chronic fear of abandonment 
with a woman who tends to withhold affection. In psychological 
jargon, he is enmeshed-preoccupied and she is avoidant-dismis-
sive. It’s a combustible mixture.
 When the man makes an overture to her, such as saying “I 
love you” after a fight, it may not be a hollow apology. He may 
be seeking, once again, proof that she will not abandon him. 

 How does this happen and happen again? When does it stop? 
Beyond staying alive, what does it mean to survive?
 These are recurring questions for clients and for therapists 
at the Verizon Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) Intervention 
Program run by CLU at community counseling clinics in Ox-
nard and Thousand Oaks. The telecommunications company’s 
commitment to fighting IPV goes back to the launch in 1995 of 
the cellular phone donation program HopeLine. More recently, 
Verizon has ramped up giving in the area of mental health, ac-
cording to Jesus Torres, director of government and external 
affairs. Since 2010, the Verizon Foundation has provided grants 
to CLU’s intervention program totaling $240,000.
 That backing has allowed CLU master’s and doctoral students 
to provide free counseling and other services to more than 200 
IPV victims. A separate $40,000 grant from the Women’s Legacy 
Fund pays for counseling for children of victims.
 After 16 weeks of individual therapy and at least 12 weeks of 
group therapy, CLU follows up with the adult clients every three 
months during the first year and again at two years out. The 
program’s recorded rates of success for its clients – defined as a 
reduction of violence, regardless of the reasons reported – hover 

Beyond staying alive, what does it mean to survive?

When they first visit CLU’s community counseling clinics, clients in 
the Verizon Intimate Partner Violence Intervention Program are 
asked to make drawings of a house, a tree and a person as part of an 
informal personality assessment. Falling leaves, half-hidden faces and 
a sense of isolation or helplessness are common tropes.
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“We often 
repeat pretty awful 

things because we hope at least 
this time we’ll master them,” said Eagle. 

 By recalling just such an episode in detail, one woman in 
group therapy at CLU came to see her husband as a “sad little 
baby … not just this violent, aggressive, terrible man, which is 
how he dealt with being scared,” Knauss explained. The clos-
est thing she’d seen to his behavior when she did not say, “I 
love you, too,” were her young son’s tantrums. Soon after, the 
woman’s insight helped another group member to avoid a fight.
 “The more we can get them consciously making an effort 
to think about what drives their interactions with other people, 
what drives their emotional states – our hypothesis was and con-
tinues to be that they’ll be more able to navigate their relation-
ships and make choices for themselves that will reduce violence. 
Whether they decide to leave or not,” said Knauss.

Most of the IPV clients are the ones on the 
receiving end of violence, but a significant number of them 
are the batterers. In a few cases, CLU has even worked with 
two former partners at once, each in a different location or on 
different days to protect survivors from further harm. 
 Meeting together weekly in Oxnard and in Thousand Oaks 
to go over the cases, the eight graduate student–therapists at each 
clinic and their clinical supervisors discover surprising things. 

For one, the violence in perhaps 40 percent of these relationships 
runs in both directions. That’s not to say that both partners are 
equally violent or equally at fault, but there’s physical retaliation.
 Another surprise: when women are the batterers and men are 
on the receiving end of all or most of the violence, the dynamics 
of the relationships are no different than with the roles reversed. 
She is likely to be controlling, anxious, deeply insecure about 
his affections, and abusing drugs and alcohol; he is likely to have 
sexual trauma in his past and a picture of romantic love that was 
partly shaped by that trauma. 
 IPV victims are likely to attribute characteristics associated 
with chivalry, or being a caballero, to their male partners. Doctor-
al student Kristina Rodriguez ’08 discovered this in the process 
of looking for cultural differences between her Spanish-speaking 
female clients and other women in the program. But women in 
both groups shared these beliefs.
 “They’re the kind of person who brings you flowers, they 
apologize, and you go into this mode of ‘everything is all right 
again,’” Rodriguez said. This is the positive flip side of machis-
mo, and Rodriguez currently is planning to study how it fits into 
patterns of violence. 

Victoria had no history of abuse in her family, but 
she was shy and lacked confidence, especially after she got glasses 
and moved to a new town in the fourth and fifth grades. Years 
later, she committed what she saw as an unforgivable sexual 
sin, and her self-regard fell off a cliff. When she met the man 
she would marry, “I was flattered that he liked me, because 
everybody loved him.” 
 On the honeymoon, he accused her of checking out a waiter, 
the first in a stream of accusations as he became obsessed with 
where she was, whom she was with, and what she was doing. 
The emotional abuse worsened over many years, but manifested 
as physical abuse only on one occasion. In Victoria’s case, that 
moment of violence and the threats that followed it constituted a 
turning point. 
 Six months later, after she asked for a divorce, the husband 
took his own life. As three different mental health professionals 
have told Victoria, she is lucky to be alive. They said that, given 
his psychological profile and the statistical probabilities, the story 
“should have” ended as a murder-suicide.
 Survival is always slow. It took 
a long time for Victoria to see 
that she didn’t have to mourn her 
husband, because she had already 
done so during a deep depression. 
She came to the CLU clinic later, 
after reading about emotional 
abuse and realizing for the first 
time that this term applied to her. 
 “It was a place where I could 
speak my mind without being 
judged, where people understood 
the words that would come out of 
my mouth,” she said. 

Like all of the therapists in the program, Rodriguez, 
the doctoral student working with Spanish speakers, has seen 
mixed results. One of her clients stopped coming after two 
sessions. But another who stayed with Rodriguez was able to 
work out many of the things that had happened to her back in 
Mexico. 
 By the end of therapy, the woman was significantly more 
independent and managed to arrange important matters such as 
after-school care for her kids. More strikingly, “she was able to 
go to a party just for her,” Rodriguez explained. “This is an in-
dividual who didn’t do anything for herself. She felt guilty if she 
went out to a party and they had food that her children liked.”
 Outcomes vary widely, and the truth is that the CLU pro-
gram’s high rate of success in reducing violence says little about 
outcomes. If there’s a theme running through the narratives of 
IPV survivors, it may be that as they regain some control of their 
lives, they begin to notice themselves. 
 “It’s been an interesting past few years, realizing what I like 
and what I don’t like, and what I can do and what I can’t do. It’s 
like finding yourself again,” said Annie.

 Annie has found a loving relationship with a strong but 
peaceful partner. Victoria, for now, does not trust herself to date 
again. Above all, she does not want anyone telling her what to 
do. Kimiko, who is now homeless, insists that she will not get 
back into a romantic relationship with her ex-husband, but she 
said that she is considering leaving the country with her children 
to accept his financial help. 
 “It’s scary, but it’s probably the best option that’s out there,” 
she said.  
  Therapists in the program take the position that choices must 
lie with the survivors, that this is finally the only way to help. 
 “We are not assuming that we know what’s best for them,” 
said Jenna (Perry ’08) Knauss, who has been a therapist and now 
serves as coordinator for the program. “We say that to them at 
the very beginning: ‘We’re not here to tell you what to do. The 
therapist isn’t here to tell you what to do. The clinic isn’t here to 
tell you what to do, but rather to sit with you as you figure that 
out for yourself.’”   
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It’s up to Evan White ’06, a public 
relations wiz who counts Bill Cosby 
as a client, to make Viddy the 
brand name of smartphone video. 

If Evan White ’06 were to squeeze his education onto video, like 
one of those 15-second clips composed for his social media plat-
form, Viddy, the highlights would look something like this:
 Lutheran youth board president in high school. CLU freshman 
homecoming prince. And creator of his own public relations firm 
– Evan White PR – before graduating from CLU with a commu-
nication degree.
 Good stuff, but just look at the footage he is compiling these 
days.
 White, 29, got in on the ground floor two years ago of the 
launch of Viddy Inc., one of the earliest and largest mobile video 
sharing apps on the Web. 

By Fred Alvarez
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 Hailed by many in the tech world as the Instagram of video, 
Viddy has amassed more than 50 million unique users and is tap-
ping celebrity power – the site is studded with video tidbits from 
the likes of Rhianna, Snoop Dogg and Justin Bieber – to push its 
platform.
 White serves as “chief evangelist” for the booming Venice 
Beach–based enterprise, and it’s his mission to build buzz for the 
social video site while growing its fan base in an increasingly 
competitive market. It’s likely that one, but only one, of these 
apps will become a household name.
 If anyone is up to the task, it’s Evan White, master of buzz.
 After all, he once helped a client barter from a single red pa-
perclip all the way to a house, trading up for items that included 
a hand-sculpted doorknob, a recording contract and a movie 
role. (The client got a book and movie deal out of that one.)
 And he managed to launch a thriving business on the idea of 
wearing the T-shirts of company sponsors and using social media 
to advertise their wares. 
 As White surveys the rough-and-tumble landscape of social 
video, he sees Viddy on track to win the scramble for users, not-
ing the celebrity backing and recent infusions of capital by inves-
tors including Goldman Sachs and Twitter founder Biz Stone.
 “Knowing that all of these big names have bet on Viddy says 
a lot about who we are as a business and the value of our prod-
uct,” said White, who is an equity partner in the enterprise, now 
valued at nearly $400 million.
 “The end goal is we need more people and we need more 
people to use our service more often,” White added. “I want 
people to think Viddy when they think of smartphone video.”
 White was born with an entrepreneurial gene.

 Growing up in Spokane, Wash., he worked as a soccer referee 
as a teenager, saving his paychecks to buy his first car. He shov-
eled snow and raked leaves, and used money from those jobs to 
buy better equipment so that he could get more work and earn 
more money.
 He arrived at Cal Lutheran as a business major, but eventually 
shifted to communication and marketing, and graduated with 
honors.
 White’s professors remember him as a curious and energetic 
participant in the life of the school, a leader in his classes whose 
probing questions and passion for learning kept teachers on their 
toes.
 “Evan is certainly bright, motivated and energetic. His mind 
is always working, and he is filled with ideas,” said professor 
Sharon Docter, chair of the Communication Department and 
White’s teacher and academic adviser. “I am not at all surprised 
by Evan’s success. He was born to do this.”
 Toward the end of his CLU experience, White turned an 
internship for a PR company into a position as a senior account 
executive. He found himself balancing a corner office, a secretary 
and a boss with the demands of being a full-time student.
 He said he learned a lot. Most importantly, he learned that he 
wanted to work for himself, and launched his own PR firm.
 White’s projects ranged from the quirky to the sublime.
 He helped a company purchase the naming rights to a town 
as it was launching in the U.S. market, and helped a client sell his 
entire life (house, car and food in the fridge) on eBay, following 
a divorce. 
 He drummed up celebrities for a Starbucks campaign to pro-
vide relief for victims of the 2010 Haiti earthquake.

 And he helped launch the live streaming platform Ustream, 
drawing national attention to a live video feed of a batch of 
newborn Shiba Inu puppies. As the live stream went viral, the 
puppies appeared in the pages of the New York Times and People 
and on air at CNN, NBC Nightly News and the Today Show.
 “My mandate by the CEO of Ustream was to make us a 
household name,” White said. “In the end, millions of people 
ended up watching these puppies do what puppies do.”
 As White tries to pull off something still bigger for Viddy, 
he has kept working for one PR client: actor and comedian Bill 
Cosby, who tapped White’s expertise to help bring his world-
wide celebrity to social networks and the online world. 
 Viddy’s style is simple and short. Users shoot video snippets 
of 15 seconds or less on their mobile devices and use tools to 
add filters, music and other effects. The videos can be uploaded 
to a variety of social networks including Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube.
 The service built its early user base on iPhone and iPad prod-
ucts, but late last year it added an Android app, and within about 
a month it had 1 million Android users.
 These are heady times in the video-sharing world, with all 
eyes watching for social media’s next breakout hit following 
Facebook’s $1 billion acquisition last spring of the photo-sharing 
app Instagram.
 Against that backdrop, a bevy of competitors have arrived on 
the scene, including Twitter’s recent launch of its own video-
sharing app.
 So where does Viddy stand? Time magazine named its website 
one the 50 best of 2012, and the company made a slew of year-
end lists of “top tech companies to watch in 2013.” 

The first time I played with the service, 
I was sitting on the beach and I shot a 
quick video and uploaded it from the 
beach. I had never done that before, 
and I thought, ‘This is brand new, this 
is mobile, and this is really sexy, cool 
technology.’ This is a way to really leave 
your mark on the world.

 White notes that Viddy recently turned down a multimil-
lion-dollar offer to buy the company, expressing the belief of its 
founders and its now 32 employees that there are brighter days 
and bigger paydays ahead.
 “The first time I played with the service, I was sitting on the 
beach and I shot a quick video and uploaded it from the beach,” 
said White, adding that the technology is so simple that his 
mother is a regular user.
 “I had never done that before, and I thought, ‘This is brand 
new, this is mobile, and this is really sexy, cool technology,’” 
White said. “I spend my days talking to all of these content 
creators who show every day how Viddy is so powerful for their 
lives. This is a way to really leave your mark on the world.”
 In the end, that is White’s goal as well. 
 He has small goals, such as paying off his student loans before 
he is 30. And larger ones, including buying a home for his mom.
 But then there are those goals that have to do with giving 
back, whether it’s contributing to the Big Brothers organization, 
which helped guide him as a youth, or providing scholarship 
help at his alma mater CLU.
 “I was the beneficiary of wealthy individuals who gave 
scholarships to Cal Lutheran and who helped kids do good 
things,” he said. “I was one of those. Now I want to be able to 
make dreams come true.”   

Fred Alvarez is a high school history and journalism teacher who lives in 
Ojai. For more than two decades, he was a staff writer for several daily 
newspapers, including the Los Angeles Times and the San Diego 
Union-Tribune.
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’74 Class Representative 
Lea Lamp 
leainaz48@gmail.com

rod marinelli, Lake Forest, Ill., was hired as 
defensive line coach for the Dallas Cowboys 
in January. He has been assistant head coach 
and defensive coordinator with the Chicago 
Bears for the past four seasons and before 
that was head coach of the Detroit Lions 
for three seasons. Before going to Detroit, 
he spent 10 years as defensive line coach for 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

’68 Class 
Representative
Gerry price
doodlesdad@aol.com

Carl andersen, Perham, Minn., has been a 
pastor in the northwest region of Minnesota 
for 40 years, serving the past three years at 
Vining Lutheran Parish. He and wife penny 
(berkeley ’71) celebrated their 42nd 
anniversary in August. They have two 
children.

Gary mcmillen 
’68 took his CLU 
alumni flag to 
Bangalore, India, 
last August when 
he taught a two-
week class on the 
Beatitudes at the 
Maranatha Baptist 
Bible College/
Seminary.

’69 Class Representatives
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day 
jimjudy@suddenlink.net

’70 Class Representative
paula morgan-martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com

 Class Representatives
 adele broas-trent
 vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

 mike riley

’71

 mikerileymodesto@gmail.com

 Class Representatives
 rebecca (overton) France
 rfrance@callutheran.edu

 alan Virgil

’72

 av_sbrm@verizon.net

’73 Matthew McIlroy, 
San Jose, Calif., 
teaches physical 

education at Moreland Middle 
School, a change after 36 years as a high 
school coach and special education teacher.

 Class Representatives
 Linda (Gulsrud) harris’64

 lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

 marty (ronning) schwalm
 mgudrunto@verizon.net

Say it with a  
picture!
Upload photos of your family vacations, alumni 
reunions, and adventures around the globe at 
www.callutheran.edu/alumni/. We’ll run them in 
the magazine or post them on the alumni website. 

And don’t forget to Follow the Flag! Request your 
CLU ALUMNI flag by email at alumni@callutheran.edu. 

 Class Representative
 ruth ann Johnson’65

 raj1036@att.net

 Class Representative
 Judy (Lavenberg) halweg’66

 judybugila@gmail.com

barbara (richter ’66) Gulliford 
enjoying Glacier Bay National Park 
while on a two-week cruise to Alaska 
with her husband last September.

Jim bessey, Long Beach, Calif., retired last 
July after 16 years as pastor at Christ 
Lutheran Church. Since retiring, he has 
visited friends in Germany and Norway, 
provided pastoral coverage at St. Paul’s in 
Santa Monica and trained in Interim Ministry. 
He sings with the Camerata Singers of Long 
Beach.

 Class Representatives
 Janet (monson) andersen’67

 janetandersen@yahoo.com

 David andersen
 davidandersen42@yahoo.com

From left, Nancy Barnett, 
bill barnett ’81, Kathy 
Hackbarth, nicole 
hackbarth ’03, parker 
morales ’08, margaret 
(nolan ’10) morales, 
heather Worden 
’06, Ruth Worden, 
Casey (anderson 
’08) Calkins, mike 

Calkins ’08, Candice 
Cerro ’09 and mike aragon ’10 

carry the CLU flag at the Nike Women’s 
Half Marathon in San Francisco in October.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
CALLUTHERAN.EDU/HOMECOMING OCTOBER 18-20, 2013
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CLU was a natural choice for cousins 
Cody and Chad Ullman. their dads had 
been talking about it for as long as they 
could remember. George “Corky” ’76 
(a CLU regent, at right) and his brother, 
Steve ’77 (l), were the first Ullmans to 
call themselves Kingsmen, followed by 
steve’s son, Cody ’01, and Corky’s son, 
Chad ’08 (in cap and gown). a third 
generation will follow, if the cousins have 
anything to say about it.
 “my dad always told me what a great 
school it was and how it was like a close 
family,” said Chad, who recalls going to 
CLU football and baseball games as a child 
and playing in CLU golf tournaments. “i 
knew when the time came to choose that 
CLU was the type of school i wanted.”

  reflecting on his college days, Cody 
said, “i can’t help but think how cool it 
was to take classes from Coach shoup, 
or work out in the same facilities as my 
dad and uncle, or graduate in the same 
stadium where my grandparents once 
watched their sons do the same. i know 
the University was and is a special place 
for my family.”
 “i would not have traded my 
experience at CLU for anything,“ added 
Chad. “i made some of my best friends 
there and also met my wife [Avery 
Bostrom ’07]. i will do the same as my 
dad did for me and tell [my kids] about 
the great school and stories i have from 
going there.”   

Legacy family: the Ullmans

’76
Class Representatives
Victoria (Vasco) Green
vg4jesus@gmail.com 

Ken Woods
kwood1@dc.rr.com

L. Deane Lagerquist, Northfield, Minn., 
was elected president of the Lutheran 
Historical Conference in October. She is 
a professor of religion at St. Olaf College 
and is serving her third term as chair of the 
department.
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ALUMNI NEWS

BIRTHS

Claire Chandler on Oct. 24, 2012, to 
Cynthia (Fazalare ’99, T.C. ’04) and 
Steven Chandler.

madison margaret Davis on Sept. 11, 
2012, to Brianna (Winters ’01, M.Ed. 
’04) and Kevin Davis.

brooklyn rose and madison rose 
Duckwitz on Nov. 3, 2012, to Angela 
Schutt-Duckwitz ’98 and Mark 
Duckwitz.

henry James Geiger on Dec. 20, 2012, 
to Rachel (Folkert ’04) and Benjamin 
Geiger ’03.

Lorelei Geiger on Nov. 26, 2011, and 
adopted by Rachel (Folkert ’04) and 
Benjamin Geiger ’03.
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meredith ebert ’04 and Michael Markoe 
on Nov. 10, 2012.

Delaney Gallagher ’12 and Michael 
Rodriguez on July 14, 2012.

hillary hoshaw ’10 and Geno beville 
’10 on July 21, 2012.

anne (olson ’03) and Erik Schoenleber 
on Sept. 1, 2012.

mike smith ’88 and Doris Rios on Nov. 
16, 2012.

DEATHS

olga J. belgum, h’01, on Jan. 8, 2013.

norm Lueck, h’00, on Jan. 10, 2013.

brenton steven hamblet on Sept. 28, 
2011, to Ashlyn (Aulwurm ’11) and Derek 
Hamblet.

nolan burton riddle on May 19, 2012, to 
Aarika (Lim ’07) and Ryan ’07 Riddle.

aaron and Zachary rutlin on Oct. 10, 
2012, to Elizabeth and Eric ’93 Rutlin.

Charlotte Florence torkay on Nov. 28, 
2012, to Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) and 
Cameron Torkay.

MARRIAGES

ashlyn aulwurm ’11 and Derek Hamblet 
on May 15, 2011.

matthew Coles ’99 and Larissa Zakharin 
on Oct. 18, 2012.

ashlyn (aulwurm ’11) and Derek 
Hamblet with son Brenton.

hillary hoshaw ’10 and Geno beville ’10 tie the knot aboard the America in San 
Diego last July with former CLU instructor Steven Van Hook officiating. 

INDUCTION CEREMONY
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BE A PART OF 
THE CLU SPORTS LEGACY

They call them the kinesthetically gifted … those CLU athletes, the 
women and men who have made a difference on the playing field, 

bringing fame and distinction to the University. 

Come celebrate their induction into the Alumni Association 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Reception at 10:30 a.m. 

in Lundring Events Center.

of

SEPTEMBER 14, 2013 
Inductees announced in July
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’77
Class Representative
George Carganilla
gcarg1@hotmail.com

George Carganilla, Woodland Hills, Calif., 
came out of retirement to be the part-
time Director of Bands at Woodland 
Hills Academy. He recently received the 
Air Force Commendation Medal (Triple 
Oak Leaf Cluster) for service with the Air 
National Guard Band of the Southwest. 

Kathy (hannemann, t.C. ’78) Lenhardt , 
Huntington Beach, Calif., is a substitute 
teacher in the Santa Ana Unified School 
District, a guest relations representative 
at the Orange County Fairgrounds, and 
an usher at the Segerstrom Center for 
the Arts.

Karen (Debuiser) maskew, Spotsylvania, 
Va., retired from the U.S. Army in 2005 
as a lieutenant colonel and for the 
past five years has been a supervisory 
procurement analyst and Policy Branch 
Chief in the Acquisition Systems and 
Policy Division of the Defense Logistics 
Agency in Fort Belvoir. She returned 
last June from a six-month deployment 
to Baghdad, Iraq, during which she 
represented the DLA and Department 
of Defense as Senior Liaison Officer at 
the U.S. Embassy. While in Iraq, Karen 
was involved with the St. Francis of 
Assisi Project, an effort to find homes 
for orphaned cats and dogs. She and her 

husband and 9-year-old daughter were 
able to adopt one of the kittens through 
the SPCA-International’s Operation 
Baghdad Pups program. The family’s 
assortment of animals also includes six 
horses, which they ride in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains with the Oak Ridge Fox Hunt 
Club.

Vicki (blume) Walch, Bellevue, Wash., is 
the Resident Writer/Theatrical Director at 
Newport Season of the Arts. In November, 
her original play, About Face, was presented 
in a staged reading and received great 
reviews.

’78
Class 
Representatives
Jon backstrom
backstrom@yahoo.com

Dottie (roman) sterling
dottiesterling@yahoo.com

saundra (starkey) Carganilla, Sherman 
Oaks, Calif., teaches first grade at Anatola 
Elementary.  

shawn howie, Thousand Oaks, Calif., was 
recognized as one of the Top Ten CFOs 
in the San Fernando Valley region by the 
San Fernando Valley Business Journal in June. 
Shawn is CFO of Data Exchange Corp. in 
Camarillo.

   Class Representative
 Ginny Green’80

 lhommeduphoto@aol.com

mark Weber, Orem, Utah, was named 
assistant head coach and offensive line coach 
at Utah State after six seasons coaching the 
offensive line at Brigham Young University.

’81 Class Representatives
becky hubbard
b22hubbard@yahoo.com

tori nordin
vlnordin@gmail.com

scott smith, m.a., Chino Hills, Calif., 
was appointed executive director of the 
Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 
in October.

’82  Class Representatives
 Dan stoffel
 stoffel.dan@gmail.com

Laura (Leland) minnich, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., is an accountant with Scosche 
Industries in Oxnard after 28 years with 
Consolidated Electrical Distributors in 
Westlake Village. Laura and husband bruce 
’81 have twin sons, brad and byron, who 
graduated from CLU last spring, and a 
19-year-old daughter.

 Class  
 Representative
 tony White
’83

 ajwhite90@gmail.com

Doug semones, t.C. ’86, New Haven, 
Conn., was named head football coach at 
Occidental College in January. Last season, 

he was defensive coordinator for Hillhouse 
High School in New Haven, and previously 
served as linebackers and defensive line 
coach at Yale University.

’85  Class Representative
 Diann (Colburn) spencer
 galenaspencers@gmail.com

 Class Representative
 mario rodrigez’86

 mmrazr@verizon.net

paul Cain, Cathedral City, Calif., was hired 
as a casino dealer with Spotlight 29 Casino 
in Coachella in December.

Kimberly (buechler) Dolan, Oak Park, 
Calif., has owned and operated Kim Dolan 
Photography for 18 years. She specializes 
in family portraits and head shots and also 
hand paints black and white portraits. Kim 
and her husband, Mike, have been married 
for 23 years and have two sons. 

 Class Representative
 Franc Camara’87

 franc_classrep@hotmail.com

’88 Class  
Representative 
Debbie (elliott) sellers 
debsell06@cox.net

Kama Elnurova (left, native of Azerbaijan) 
and marni (spletter ’89) bayes inside 
the Ateshgah Fire Temple in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, last April.

 
 
 

 Class Representative
 Julie Donaldson-prince’90

 jprince007@sbcglobal.net

Geraldine (spencer) birch, Cornville, Ariz., 
self-published The Swastika Tattoo, the story 
of a German POW held in an Arizona 
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Alumni Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Connie Stewart ’98, T.C. ’99, M.A. ’03

President 

Arnold Blitstein ’02

Vice President, Development

Nicole Hackbarth ’03, M.S. ’05

Vice President, Alumni Involvement and Recognition

Daniel Burbach, MBA ’95 

Vice President, University Relations 

John Larisey ’10

Treasurer, Regent Representative

Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner

Secretary

Ollie Boyd ’09, MBA ’11

Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock 

Derek Butler ’81

Rebecca Cardone

 ASCLU-G President

Amy Downing ’06

Janice (Thompson ’74) Filer (At Large)

Gretchen (Grimes ’80) Gutierrez

Jeremy Hofer ’98 (At Large)

Steven Kissinger

 Faculty Representative

Rafael Marino ’02, MBA ’10 (At Large)

Brian McCoy ’95 (At Large)

John Moore ’74

Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) Torkay (At Large)

Margaret (Nish ’75) Tobin True

Carol Virak ’66 (At Large)

Russell White ’94

Office of Alumni & Parent Relations

Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

Director

Stephanie Hessemer

Associate Director

Melanie Fishman

Administrative Assistant

Alumni Award 
Nominations

The prestigious CLU Alumni 

Awards Program recognizes 

the outstanding achievements 

of California Lutheran 

University alumni. 

Nominations are welcome 

from all members and 

friends of the 

CLU community. 

Please submit your nomination at 
www.callutheran.edu/alumni/awards/awards.php

 WHAT TO 
EXPECT
WHEN YOUR
 LOVED ONE AGES
Special Guest Speakers
• Karsten Lundring ‘65 – Thrivent Financial
• Dr. Steven Hawkins – CLU Exercise Science
• Andrea Gallagher – Senior Concerns

April 18, 6:00–8:00 p.m.  •  Lundring Events Center
callutheran.edu/calendar

The CLU Alumni Association presents
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internment camp during WWII. The book 
is available at Amazon, Smashwords and 
Barnes & Noble.

’91 Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe
carelynne@me.com

Karl swanson ’91 (left), todd 
arrowsmith ’91, t.C. ’91, and Krister 
swanson ’89, m.a. ’96, show off their 
CLU alumni flag at the Ole Miss Grove 
and Walk of Champions before kickoff 
of the Ole Miss vs. Texas A&M football 
game.

 Class Representatives
 mark marius
 mariusteam@mac.com

 marguerite (olmedo) Wolfe

’92

 garme@pacbell.net

Jennifer (shimota) Krushas, Winston Salem, 
N.C., was named pastor at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church in High Point effective the 
first of March.

 Class 
Representative

 anne Christenson
’93

 achristenson1@juno.com

  Class Representative
 Jeff aschbrenner’94

 jasche@amgen.com

Denise (eberhart, t.C. ’95) brown, Simi 
Valley, Calif., received her Master of Science 
in education from Walden University in 
October.

andrew Gordon ’94 at Fort San Felipe/El 
Morro National Monument in Puerto Rico.

 Class Representative
 brian mcCoy’95

 brianjmccoy@gmail.com

 Class Representatives 
 Desta (ronning) Goehner
 destagoehner@gmail.com

 Chad mcCloskey

’96

 cpmccloskey@gmail.com

Jeffrey beaumont, Simi Valley, Calif., senior 
partner with the law firm of Beaumont 
Gitlin Tashjian in Woodland Hills, was 
admitted to the College of Community 

Association Lawyers in November. Fewer 
than 150 attorneys nationwide have been 
granted membership in the organization.

’97
 Class Representative 
 Dianne (habring) Frehlich 
 dmhabring@yahoo.com

Don macLeod, mba ’97, and wife Amy 
on their honeymoon in Bora Bora in 
November.

’98
 Class 
Representative 
Kari Gravrock

 kgravrock@aol.com

’99 Jason Goldsmith, San Jose, Calif., 
founded ComicBin, a subscription 
service for digital comics. Jason 

holds an Executive MBA from Pepperdine 
University and received his master’s degree 
in software management from Carnegie 
Mellon University in August.

Joshua mcGee, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is a 
senior software engineer at JibJab Media.

’00
 Class Representatives
 sommer (embree) barwick
 sembree2002@yahoo.com

 stephanie (howe) Johnson
 psychkid2002@hotmail.com

 irene (tyrrell) moyer
 irene_moyer@hotmail.com

sara Larcombe, Huntley, Ill., was promoted 
to regional marketing director with Dunkin 
Brands Inc. in January. She will spend a year 
in Japan and Korea supporting the Baskin 
Robbins and Dunkin Donuts brands.

’01 Class Representatives
inga (magi) parvani
inga.k.parvani@gmail.com

angela (namba) rowley
ang.rowley02@gmail.com 

’03
 Class Representatives
 nicole hackbarth
 nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

 Katie (bashaw) 
Johnson

 katielinnae@yahoo.com

Bride anne (olson ’03) schoenleber 
celebrates her big day with bridesmaids 
annemarie bjordal ’03 (left) and anne 
(Kegel ’03) Dey. Anne and husband 
Erik were married Sept. 1 at Kerry Park 
overlooking the Seattle skyline.

ernst F. tonsing, honorary, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., had an article published in 
e-Keltoi, A Journal of Interdisciplinary Celtic 
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three entrepreneurs who met last year in a marketing theory class have now 
launched a company to develop and market apps for smartphones and mobile 
devices. Waazapp president Phillip Minton, MBA ’12 (r), vice president 
Stephanie Folster, MBA ’12 (l), and director Howarth Rowe III ’03, a current 
mba student, can take your idea and move it to the market. their aim is to meet 
the needs of individuals, businesses and communities through partnerships with 
people who have big ideas in the mobile arena.
 the first products developed by the company are social networking apps, 
sociallyFit and soFit, for getting into shape and building networks of friends who are 
also into fitness. available from apple’s itunes store, soFit has custom exercises and 
finds gyms in any city. see waazapp.com to learn more.   

Have an idea for a mobile app? her Doctor of Chiropractic from Palmer 
College of Chiropractic, West in San Jose in 
December 2010.

rosalyn (sayer) skelton, Lake Hughes, Calif., 
received her MPA in nonprofit management 
from California State University, Northridge 
in December.

’08
 Class 
Representatives

 Katelyn Kruse
 kkruse@callutheran.edu

 tiffany slattum
 tslattu@callutheran.edu

 J.r. Wise
 wise8403@stthomas.edu

’09
Class Representative 
adam erickson 
erickson@callutheran.edu

Katie Cohen, m.ed., Moorpark, Calif., 
teaches seventh-grade life science and eighth-
grade physical science at Medea Creek 
Middle School in Oak Park. She was one of 
four Ventura County educators chosen to 
take part in the ECO Classroom program, 
a professional development program for 
science teachers launched by the Northrop 
Grumman Foundation in partnership with 
Conservation International. Katie’s team, 
along with three other teams from Chicago, 
Maryland and Long Island, N.Y., spent two 
weeks in Costa Rica in July. They visited a 
biological station and a national park where 
they collected data on biodiversity and 
climate.

Victoria Lopez, Chicago, Ill., was hired in 
October as a diagnostic treatment specialist 
at Hephzibah Children’s Association.

shannon Quigley, Rancho Cordova, Calif., 
received her Juris Doctorate from Santa 
Clara University School of Law in May, passed 
the California State Bar exam in July and 
began serving as Deputy District Attorney 
with the Placer County District Attorney’s 
Office in December.

Kenny smith, Santa Clarita, Calif., traveled 
to Nairobi, Kenya, in December as part 
of the University of Southern California 
Dental Humanitarian Outreach Program. 
Approximately 40 students ran a free 
dental clinic for local residents under the 
guidance of professors and a local dentist. 
The students collected donated dental 
supplies and equipment and raised $175,000 
to finance the five-day clinic, which treated 

about 200 Kenyans. In addition to dental 
care, they handed out 15,000 toothbrushes 
and conducted education sessions on oral 
hygiene. The trip also included four days of 
safari.

Jaymes White, Middle Grove, N.Y., was 
hired as residence hall director with SUNY-
Cobleskill in August. He received his M.S. in 
professional school counseling from The Sage 
Colleges-Sage Graduate School in May, and 
this spring, he will begin an online program 
for a master’s degree in higher education 
administration from SUNY-Stony Brook.

’10
Class Representatives 
ben hogue 
benjaminaric@gmail.com

Casey Kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com

reshai tate
rtate@callutheran.edu

elizabeth Calkins, Beaverton, Ore., received 
a U.S. Student Fulbright award to teach in 
Kenya beginning in January. She is teaching 
English language skills at a small Muslim high 
school in the rural town of Bungoma near 
the western border. The English Teaching 
Assistantship grant covers travel and room 
and board costs during the 10-month school 
year. She is the second CLU alumnus to 
receive a Fulbright award. Ali Sheets ’10 
taught in Vienna in 2010.

Joy Cyprian, New Haven, Conn., is a 
hematology research nurse at Yale University 
Clinical Trials Office. She is also a family 
nurse practitioner candidate at Yale School 
of Nursing. 

’11
Class Representatives 
Kim hamon
khamon@callutheran.edu

Jesse Knutson
knutson@callutheran.edu

Kristen Luna 
kluna@callutheran.edu

anthony escobar, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., completed his Master of Business 
Administration in financial planning at CLU in 
August.

nicole Chang ’11 on top of Big Bear 
Mountain in Southern California.

’12
Class Representatives 
bree Gibson 
gibson@callutheran.edu

sierra ronning 
scronning@callutheran.edu

ryan strand 
ryantownsend18@gmail.com

marvin boateng, mppa, West Hills, Calif., 
was hired as a loan officer with Economic 
Development Collaborative-Ventura County 
in October. He previously was a branch 
manager at U.S. Bank in Canoga Park.

Corrin Fox, San Diego, Calif., is a behavior 
coach with Mental Health Systems.

Wren Gray-reneberg, Berkeley, Calif., has 
been the Seminary Relations office manager 
at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary 
since October.

Jacob norlock, Thousand Oaks, Calif., was 
hired as an Internet marketing specialist 
with Crescendo Interactive in Camarillo in 
October. 

sierra ronning, San Antonio, Texas, is 
working at Careco TV.

John Dominick saucedo, San Antonio, 
Texas, completed his basic training for the 
U.S. Air Force in February.  

APRIL 12, 2013

Cal Lutheran students and their Grandparents are invited to 
campus for a day of special events courtesy of Alumni &  

Parent Relations. Visit callutheran.edu/grandparents  
or call 805-493-3170 for more information

GRANDPARENTS DAY
C A L I F O R N I A  L U T H E R A N  U N I V E R S I T Y

Studies in October. The 42-page article is 
based on the seventh century 40-line poem 
“Cétnad nAíse,” which is a prayer for a safe 
journey by a Pagan Irish “seer.” The peer-
reviewed journal is published online by the 
Center for Celtic Studies at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. The professor 
emeritus, affectionately called “The Tons” 
by his students, taught religion and Greek at 
CLU from 1974 to 2003.

’04
 Class Representative
 holly halweg
 HollyHalweg@gmail.com

Kyle Lorentson, m.ed. ’10, Arlington, Va., 
was hired as associate director of youth 
and family ministry at Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church in Fairfax last fall.

’05
Class Representatives
ryan Lisk
ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

mark nielsen
kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

Courtney parks 
parks.courtney@gmail.com

shannon (Leon, mba) etnyre, Meridian, 
Idaho, is CEO of FollowTrueNorth.com, the 
company she founded in October.

’06 Class Representative
amanda (Walker) schaub 
schaub.amanda@gmail.com

amanda (Walker) schaub, mba ’11, 
Madison, Wis., was hired as a benefits analyst 
with Dean Health in November.

Graham sells, Yukon, Okla., has been the 
young adult librarian at Mabel C. Fry Public 
Library since September.

Jonathan Vevia, Fort Collins, Colo., is 
pursuing a Master of Musical Education in 
conducting from Colorado State University. 
He is married to his high school sweetheart, 
Kyla, and they have an 18-month-old son 
named Gibson. 

 Class Representatives
 rosalyn (sayer) skelton
 princessrosalyn@gmail.com

 Wes sullivan

’07

 wsulliv@callutheran.edu

Lisa pappas, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is a 
chiropractor at The Spine and Orthopedic 
Center in Santa Barbara. She earned 
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LINKS
Multimedia additions and alumni news from around the Web

MAKING LOVE LAST
Randi and Phil Reitan both attended CLU for a 
time and met in the summer of 1970. On their 
first date they “talked the night away, until 
sunrise,” on Mount Clef. They explain in an 
interview how their lives changed when their 

son Jake, the youngest of four children, came out as gay. The photo 
shows them celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary last year 
with their five grandchildren in Glenwood, Minn. (New York Times/
Booming section)  Jan. 11 www.nytimes.com 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING COP
In June, Cpl. David Ruggiero ’02 will take an 
unpaid leave of absence from the Ventura 
Police Department to work with a Christian 
nonprofit that tries to rescue victims of 
trafficking and prosecute those who enslave 
them. He received an 11-month fellowship 

from the organization. For safety reasons, he did not want his face 
shown in photos. (Ventura County Star)  Feb. 3 www.vcstar.com

Artist-in-residence IGNAT IGNATOV
Watch a master painter at work in the Kwan Fong 
Gallery of Art and Culture. (See Page 13.) 
www.youtube.com/user/CalLutheran

M

Ride of My Life
I grew up where surfing took off in California, 

but didn’t imagine a life within the industry until I went away to college.

By Adam Davenport ’06

V O C A T I O N S

My parents both worked, so the beach was the babysitter. We’ll 
pick you up at 7:30, they said. My friends and I from Hermosa 
Beach were Junior Lifeguards up by 18th Street, Manhattan Beach, 
and we surfed the rest of the day. 
 Once when I was 10 or 11, I remember going out, turning the 
board, taking a couple of steps up and just feeling that acceleration 
and that oh-my-God, aha moment of the board taking off and 
picking up speed and climbing up the face of the wave.
 I was really too young to grasp what was happening, but 
it was – it still is – that elemental feeling of acceleration and 
climb. Whether you’re on a longboard or a shortboard, I think 
everybody just wants those butterflies in the pit of the stomach, 
that sensation of gliding over water.
 You don’t see a lot of young kids saying, I want to be a 
surfboard shaper when I grow up. I didn’t either. I went to college 
thinking, OK, I’m going to be a history teacher and coach football. 
 It never dawned on me that I could be in the surf industry, 
until 2004 when I was home on summer break from Cal Lu. I 
know I only lived an hour away, but college was the first time I 
was out on my own. It opened up my world, and that summer, 
before my junior year as a history major, I felt the freedom that 
college had given me. 
 My dad and I drove down to Walker Foam in Wilmington, 
and I got what is known as a second, or a reject, polyurethane 
foam plank. My dad and uncle both rode for Robert’s Surfboards 
in the ’60s, and I used to see the piles of boards in our backyard. 
My uncle had a Weber Performer 9-foot 6-inch longboard which I 
really liked a lot, and I made a template off of it and copied it.
 For the next week, I absolutely made a mess in my garage. 
The board came out … OK. The outline was a little crooked. 
There were a lot of fundamentals that I didn’t know about. Since 

then, I’ve had a lot of help, from my mentor Tyler Hatzikian, 
teacher Michael Geib and others in the surf industry. I’ve had 
to shape hundreds of boards, and I’ve had to ask questions 
and watch and learn. But from that summer on, I knew that if I 
practiced – just like a sport or school or anything else – I could 
get this.
 I owe a lot of credit to the faculty and coaching staff at Cal 
Lu for being just good teachers, not trying to impose their will on 
us but trying to pull out what they saw as the good in us. Two 
history teachers were really, really good to me. Michaela Reaves 
and Peter McDermott made it OK for me to step away from my 
parents’ dreams of me becoming a lawyer, and to go out in this 
world and make it on my own.
 Good longboarding is very beautiful. (I was never drawn to 
the kinetic, frantic surfing style of modern shortboarding. The 
aesthetics of that surfing is kind of painful for me to watch.) You 
see someone who knows how to put the board in the right spots 
on the wave, turn it and noseride it. When everything goes right 
and you see someone get a great ride, for me at least it gives me 
goose bumps on my arms.
 And to see someone hand shape that board, and now that 
rider can articulate what that shape is and how that wave works? 
It’s amazing how all the things we’ve learned from the ’20s all the 
way to 2013, all this design theory and trial and error, comes 
together on a minute ride at Ballona Creek or Palos Verdes or 
Rincon Point. It just keeps you coming back and wanting more.  

Adam Davenport maintains close friendships from his days as a 
Kingsmen offensive lineman under Head Coach Scott Squires. For 
information about surfboards shaped by Davenport, visit www.
davenportlongboards.com.

Email ideas and submissions for Vocations to kevinm@callutheran.edu.

The Tempest
Directed by Michael J. Arndt 
June 28-30, July 5-7 and July 12-14, 8 p.m.

Hamlet
Directed by Brett Elliott 
July 19-21, July 26-28, and August 2-4, 8 p.m.

2013 SEASON

For tickets and more information, visit  
KingsmenShakespeare.org

COMING UP
More reasons to visit campus

Areté Vocal Ensemble
the british are Coming! (part ii)
music of britten and the beatles
Sunday, April 14, 2 p.m.
samuelson Chapel
Commemorating anniversaries: 100 years since English composer 
Benjamin Britten was born, 50 years of The Beatles.
Tickets are $20 at the door or $15 if purchased online in advance. 
www.aretevocalensemble.org

50th anniversary of the rev. martin Luther King Jr.’s
“Letter from a birmingham Jail”
Tuesday, April 16, 7 p.m.
Lundring events Center
Panel discussion with experts follows a complete reading of King’s 
letter.

Mainstage Production
Neighborhood 3: Requisition of Doom
By Jennifer Haley
Directed by Ken Gardner
Thursday through Saturday, April 25-27 and May 2-4, at 8 p.m.
Sunday, May 5, 2 p.m.
Black Box Studio Theatre
The line between virtual and reality blurs for teens playing an 
online video game that is set in their own houses.
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daughter or son who has established a new address, 
please notify us at the CLU Magazine website: 
www.callutheran.edu/magazine. Thank you!

60 West Olsen Road
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Give Every Student the Tools to Succeed
“Working as a student phonathon caller 
is my way to give back and show my 
appreciation to the University’s donors 
who helped provide my scholarships. I 
would not have been able to receive the 
type of education I’m getting at CLU from 
my university back home.”

blin Kazazi is a 19-year-old freshman from 
Kosovo double majoring in computer science 
and economics. the physics Club member tutors 
students in mathematics and physics, works for 
the athletics Department and was a student caller 
during the fall phonathon campaign. he has been 
surprised by CLU’s small class sizes and amazed 
by how caring and accommodating the faculty 
members are.

the CLU annual Fund enhances academic 
programs, strengthens scholarships and provides 
resources that improve the quality of life on 
campus. making a donation allows students to 
pursue their passions and discover their purpose.

CLU ANNUAL FUND

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/GIVE or CaLL Us at 805-493-3829
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